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1 AMVERI CAN LEG ON AUXI LI ARY

2 DEPARTMENT OF CALI FORNI A

3 94t h ANNUAL CONVENTI ON

4 SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2013; 8:38 A M

3) PALM SPRI NGS, CALI FORNI A

6

7 CALL TO ORDER

8

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ladies, please

10 close the doors on the right. Ckay. Ladies, those of you
11  who have noney left on the nmenbership drive this weekend,
12 Danielle just reported we have taken in $3,593.

13 (Appl ause. )

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Now the ot her

15 side of the coinis we still need $765 nmore. So if you

16 didn't drink all your noney last night, if you woul d maybe
17 dig alittle deeper and pass the noney to our little

18 leprechaun. Like | said, we only need $765 nmore. Thank
19 you, ladies, for the generosity and excellent job you have
20  done.

21 (kay. Ladies, the convention session is

22 reconvened. | think ny gray hair was -- green hair was

23 too tight last night. Marge Rye, the Department Chapl ain,
24  wll offer the invocation.

25
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1 | NVOCATI ON

2

3 CHAPLAIN RYE: Good norning, |adies. W've kind
4  of thinned out a little bit, haven't we? If we can bow

5 our heads, please. Onh, heavenly father, we do thank you
6 for all of this, for the convention and everything that

7 you have brought to us during this session. W thank you
8 for being wth us and guiding us through this and for all
9 the friendship and conradeship and | oving connections that
10  we have had during this.

11 W ask that you guide us through this |ast day of
12 the convention and that you bless all of our new officers
13 and chairman in their duties that they are about to

14 perform And, Lord, we ask that you watch over and take
15 care of Margaret Quinones who was taken to the hospital

16 last night. She's doing okay; they're just keeping her

17  for observation right now. And we ask that you be with
18 her and protect her.

19 And, Lord, thank you for President Terry for the
20 wonderful year that she has given us and for being there
21 at her side. And protect us all as we go home fromthis
22 convention today, for all those |eaving and goi ng hone.

23  And we just thank you for all the blessings that you have
24 given us. You are so generous and gracious to us all. In
25 thy holy name, we pray. Amen.
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Anmen. Before we
2 proceed with the roll call, will R2D2 along wth C3PQ

3 escort to the front John Sines, Ray Santiago, Dave Smth,
4 and Raul Rodriquez, Six-Tine State Col or Guard Chanpi on,
5 Five Tines National Color CGuard Chanpion. \Welcone the

6 Sons of the American Legion Col or Guard.

7 (Processional .)

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Good norni ng,

9 gentlenen. Wich one of you foxes wants to speak? Cone
10  on, Dave.

11 COLOR GUARD SM TH:  Good norni ng, |adies.

12 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: Good nor ni ng.

13 COLOR GUARD SM TH:  Good norning, |adies.

14 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: Good nor ni ng.

15 COLOR GUARD SM TH:  That sounds better. Just to
16 let you know, we are the Six-Tine State, Five-Tinme

17  National Chanpion.

18 (Appl ause. )

19 COLOR GUARD SMTH:  And as | do say nyself, Raul
20  Rodriguez, Roy, aka Ray, Santiago and John Sines we'll

21  bring back nunber 6.

22 (Appl ause.)

23 COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN SINES: M nane is John

24 Sines. |'mthe captain of the Color Guard. On behalf of
25 the Color CGuard we'd like to give this coin to the
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1 incomng new president for '13-'14. '13-'14? | get

2 confused on dates.

3 (Appl ause. )

4 COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN SINES: And that has Anmerican
5 Legion Famly, all four synbols: The Legion, the

6 Auxiliary, the Sons, and the R ders. And on the other

7 sideis PONMA. It's a beautiful coin. They're going to
8 Dbe acollector's item

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

10 gentlenen. Are you ready to |leave wth R2D2 and

11 Chewbacca?

12 COLOR GUARD SMTH: | was told that | need to do
13 one thing. Because | guess |'mthe go-to guy. | was told
14 by Past President Fercho | better say hello to ny wife.

15 Not only is she ny wife, she's ny confidante, ny best

16 friend, and not only that, ny lover. Kathy Smth.

17 (Appl ause.)

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

19 gentleman. Are you guys to show us any of your stuff?

20 (Appl ause. )

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: No noves for us
22 this norning?

23 COLOR GUARD SM TH:  Huh?

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: No noves for us
25 this norning?
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1 COLOR GUARD SMTH:  That was last night.

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. W

3 Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, along with our Distinguished
4 Cuest Chairman, please escort these gentlemen fromthe

5 room

6 (Processional .)

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: N ce | ooki ng

8 group of gentlenen.

9 Madam secretary will call the roll call of

10  department officers, chairman, and district presidents,
11  please.

12

13 ROLL CALL

14

15 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good nor ni ng,

16 |l adies.

17 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: Good nor ni ng.

18 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Are we all excited
19 that it's Sunday norning? And we're all excited to watch
20 Anita and everyone else get swornin. That's going to be
21 so nuch fun, isn't it?

22 Al right. | don't know whether |'msad to say
23 this or not, but thisis the last tinme |'mgoing to say
24 Madam President, the Wz, the roll call

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Please. [|'m
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1 here.

2 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Vice President Anita
3 Biggs.

4 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Good nor ni ng.

5 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Secretary Peggy

6 Vogele is here with one last little "roar." NEC woman

7  Linda Fercho, present.

8 NEC CHAI RVAN FERCHO. Present.

9 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Chapl ain Marge Rye.
10 CHAPLAIN RYE: Present.

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Good nor ni ng.

12 Historian Carol Fuqua.

13 H STORI AN FUQUA: History continues on in the

14  great ALA

15 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Parlianentarian Ruby
16  Kapsalis.

17 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI S:  Here.

18 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Musi ci an Kat Conrad.
19 MUSI Cl AN CONRAD: Having a few technical

20 difficulties this norning.

21 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: And one rem nder,
22 District 1 still needs to pick up their nenbership cards
23 in the departnent office.

24 MUSI CI AN CONRAD: It's a work in progress.

25 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  (kay.
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1 Sergeant-at-Arns Goria WIIians.

2 SERGEANT- AT- ARMG W LLI AMS:  Here.

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Marshal Cherie

4 @l van.

5 MARSHAL GALVAN: Present.

6 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Finance Commttee

7 Chairman, Norma Billings.

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Excused.

9 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVAN BI LLI NGS:  Here.

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: She's here.

11  She's hiding.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: They' re financi ng.
13 Senior Menmber of Finance, Kathie Mrtinez.

14 SENI OR FI NANCE MEMBER MARTI NEZ:  Good nor ni ng.

15 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good norni ng.

16 Juni or Menber of Finance, Geri Fitzpatrick.

17 JUNI OR MEMBER OF FI NANCE FI TZPATRI CK:  Here.

18 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Advi sory Conmittee
19  Chairman Sue Hooker.

20 ADVI SORY COW TTEE CHAI RVAN HOOKER:  Here.

21 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Advisor Committee

22 Menber COdette Cuccaro.

23 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO.  Present.

24 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Advi sory Conmittee
25  Menber Pilar Reyes.
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1 ADVI SOCRY COW TTEE MEMBER REYES: Present.

2 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Chai r nen.

3 Amrericanism Loretta Marsh

4 AMERI CANI SM CHAI RVAN MARSH:  Present .

5 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Auxiliary Energency
6 Fund, Diana Moreno.

7 AEF CHAI RMAN MORENC:  Present, but not for |ong.
8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Children & Youth,

9 Susie Tozier.

10 CH LDREN & YOUTH CHAI RVAN TQZI ER.  The stars are
11  here, but not bright.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Community Service
13  Karen Karani ckol as.

14 COMMUNI TY SERVI CE CHAI RVAN KARANI CKOLAS:

15  Present.

16 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Constitution &

17  Bylaws, Anita Biggs.

18 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT BIGGS: |'m here.

19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Good.

20  Convention Conm ssion Chairman Linda Caples.

21 CONVENTI ON COMM SSI ON CHAI RVMAN CAPLES:  Good

22 norning.

23 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Good nor ni ng.

24 Convention Chairman Estella Avina.

25 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Everyone's in their
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1 rows.
2 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Credentials, Donna
3 Scott.
4 CREDENTI ALS CHAI RMAN SCOTT:  Present.
5 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Distingui shed Guests
6 Chairman Linda Wrknan.
7 DI STI NGUI SHED GUESTS CHAI RVAN WORKMAN: |t hi nk
8 soneone is stuck.
9 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Editor Estella
10  Avina.
11 EDI TOR CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Here.
12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Education, \endy
13 O Brien.
14 EDUCATI ON CHAI RVAN O BRIEN:  The nagi ¢ gypsies
15 are still here.
16 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Education, Kathy
17  Harris.
18 ELECTI ONS CHAI RVAN HARRI'S:  Here.
19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: |'msorry.
20 Elections, Kathy Harris.
21 ELECTI ONS CHAI RMAN HARRI'S:  On, still here.
22 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: | was pronoting you
23 to sonething new.
24 Grls State Chairnman Dona Enright.
25 G RLS STATE CHAI RMAN ENRIGHT:  Are you fromGrls
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1 State?

2 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: Yeah, yeah.

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Grls State Director
4 Sherry Schneider is excused. Junior Activities, Linda

5 Hayes.

6 JUNI OR ACTIVI TIES CHAI RMAN HAYES: Good nor ni ng.
7 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good nor ni ng.

8 Junior Conference Director Stacey Platt is excused.

9 Leadership, D ane DelLashmt.

10 LEADERSH P CHAI RVAN DeLASHM T: Here.

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Legi sl ative, Linda
12  Fercho. Linda, are you here?

13 LEQ SLATI VE CHAI RMVAN FERCHO  Yes, | am

14 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Menbership, Danielle
15 White. W know she's working menbership. National

16  Security, Tam Bell.

17 AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  She was here.

18 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Past

19 Presidents Parlay, Norma DuVall.

20 PAST PRESI DENTS PARLEY CHAI RMAN DuVALL: Good
21 norning.

22 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good nor ni ng.

23 Poppies, Mchelle Soares.

24 POPPI ES CHAI RVAN SOARES:  Renenbering your

25 veterans.
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1 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: (Ckay. Public

2 Relations, Joan Cannon.

3 PUBLI C RELATI ONS CHAI RMAN CANNON:  Present.

4 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Resol uti ons,

5 Margaret Quinones is excused.

6 Rul es, Barbara Davis.

7 RULES CHAI RMAN DAVI S:  Good nor ni ng.

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Good nor ni ng,

9 Barbara.

10 VA&R, Harriet C endenin,.

11 VA&R CHAI RVAN CLENDENI N:  Good nor ni ng.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good morning. \Ways
13 & Means, Jean Cool ey-Desneul es. She's out in the hallway
14 counting.

15 Ckay. District presidents. Nunber 1, District
16 1, Kat Conrad.

17 DI STRICT 1 PRESI DENT CONRAD: Riding that magic
18 carpet home today.

19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Nancy Johnson,

20 District 2.

21 DI STRICT 2 PRESI DENT JOHNSON: (I naudible.)

22 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Ckay. |'msorry,
23  Nancy, can you say that again? | interrupted you.

24 DI STRICT 2 PRESI DENT JOHNSON: (I naudible.)

25 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Very good. Thank
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1 you.

2 District 3, Lola Raney.

3 DI STRICT 3 PRESI DENT RAMEY: Here.

4 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 4, Lori
5 Dowden.

6 DI STRI CT 4 PRESI DENT DOADEN:. Here (inaudible).
7 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Good for you.

8 District 5 Jean Mieller.

9 DISTRICT 5: This district still has a sweet
10 thing for our veterans.

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: District 6, Alice
12 Panbi d.

13 DI STRICT 6: Good norning, Madam W z.

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Good norni ng,
15 | adies.

16 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 7, Beverly
17 Chapnan.

18 DISTRICT 7. Time for the golden girls.

19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 8, Tammy
20 Manini is excused.

21 District 9, Dolly Rios.

22 DI STRICT 9 PRESIDENT RIOS: Here.

23 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 10, Susan
24  Peters.

25 DI STRICT 10 PRESI DENT PETERS. Here.

426
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 11, Beverly
2 Villines,

3 DI STRICT 11 PRESIDENT VILLINES: (Inaudible.)

4 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 12, Lisa
5 Stuart.

6 DISTRICT 12: We've cone to see the Wzard, the
7 chanpions of District 12.

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 13, Donita
9 Faltesek.

10 DI STRICT 13: Shazaam Madam President.

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 14, Sandy
12 Uban. District 14?

13 DI STRI CT 14 PRESI DENT URBAN.  Good nor ni ng.

14 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good nor ni ng.

15 District 15, Genieca Risner.

16 DI STRICT 15: Day four of the convention and

17 we're all still here. W wouldn't want you to forget us
18 because we'll be back next year.

19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 6, Marion
20  Rocha-Carl os.

21 DI STRICT 16: Sixteen.

22 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: |'msorry, District
23 16.

24 DI STRICT 16: Good norning, Madam President.

25 (Inaudible.)
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Now Li nda got

2 that neno, but it doesn't mean she can read.

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 18, Dona
4 Enright.

5 DISTRICT 18: W 're the enchanted trolls doing
6 what we can in the land of good and we are giving a

7 hel ping hand. Supporting those who serve us on | and and
8 air and sea. W give themall that they deserve because
9 they keep us free. Qur mission and our purpose isS no

10 fantasy. Even though our name inplies, enchanted we nust
11 be. W all stand together united as a teamto work our
12 nystical magic and acconplish all our dreans.

13 (Appl ause. )

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: | npressi ve,

15 ladies.

16 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 19, Tammy
17  Soll azzo.

18 DI STRICT 19: Cock-a-doodl e-do, we'll mss you.
19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 20, Ann
20  Phil cox.
21 DI STRICT 20: Good norning, Madam President.
22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Good nor ni ng.
23 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: And District 20, can
24 you stop by the Department Office and pick up your
25 nenbership cards. Thank you very much
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1 District 21, Jeri Johnson.

2 DI STRICT 21: Good norning, Madam President.

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Good nor ni ng,

4 |adies.

5 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 22, Barbara
6 Love.

7 DI STRICT 22: Good norning, Fairy Godnother.

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 23, Liz

9 Jones.

10 DI STRICT 23: Good norning, Madam President.

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Good mor ni ng.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 24, Rebecca
13 Stewart-WI son.

14 DISTRICT 24: Magic is gone.

15 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 25, Kathryn
16  Doran.

17 DISTRICT 25: (Singing.) Bye, Madam President

18  Terry.

19 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Bye, |adies.

20 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 26, Louann
21 Johnston.

22 DI STRICT 26: Go Magi cs.

23 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 27, Vella
24 Meyers.

25 DI STRI CT 27 PRESI DENT MEYERS: Good nor ni ng.
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SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good nor ni ng.
District 28, Liz Doidge.

DI STRICT 28: The jesters are going hone fromthe
t hrone.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ruby didn't get
t hat nmeno.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 29, Cheryl
Nei ffer.

DISTRICT 29: Hail and farewell.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 30, Belen
Tel ford.

DI STRICT 30: Good norning, madam presi dent.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Good nor ni ng,
| adi es.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Hospital reps. Mary
Lou Warner is excused. Wendy O Brien.

HOSPI TAL REP O BRIEN:  Still here.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Lori Sullivan is
excused. Mary Sinopoli, our honorary Mary Sinopoli is
excused. Pat Kl ang.

HOSPI TAL REP KLANG  Here.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Ruth Briggs is
excused. Cindy Simons.

HOSPI TAL REP SI MMONS:  Good nor ni ng.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Good norning. Mvis

430
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1  Kanka.

2 HOSPI TAL REP KANKA:  Here.

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Pat Al varez.

4  (kay. Earlene Paige.

3) HOSPI TAL REP PAI GE:  Here.

6 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Herm ne Fosmark is
7 now honorary. | won't be saying her name anynore. She's
8 been excused. Angie Acosta.

9 HOSPI TAL REP ACOSTA:  Here.

10 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Loi s Corni sh.

11 HOSPI TAL REP CORNI SH: |' m here.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Madel i ne Lee.

13 HOSPI TAL REP LEE: Here.

14 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: And | ast, but not
15 least, Peggy G abski.

16 HOSPI TAL REP GRABSKI:  Here.

17 SECRETARY/ TREASURER:  Ckay. May | get a bottle
18 of water, please?

19 DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Certainly.

20

21 READI NG OF M NUTES

22

23 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Madam Presi dent, may
24 | proceed with reading the mnutes of our past convention
25 in Redding?
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: The DEC m nut es.
2 | didn't have you down, but if you want to do the DEC

3 mnutes, that's fine with ne.

4 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: That's what |

5 thought you said.

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's okay.

7 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Al right.

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It was yesterday,
9 Peggy, and |I'm ol d.

10 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. The m nutes
11 fromthe post-convention DEC, Redding, California, Sunday,
12 June 24th, 2012. Department President Terry called the
13 neeting to order. A notion was made by Depart nent

14  President Terry to elect Peggy Vogele as the 2012-2013

15 secretary/treasurer. |t was seconded and passed.

16  Department President Terry MKkesell admnistered the oath
17 and pledge to the secretary/treasurer Peggy Vogele.

18 O ficers and chairmen and district presidents

19 were in attendance to receive packets fromthe Departnent
20  President and Membership Chairman Danielle Wite, review
21 of the nenbership goals and information and new nenbership
22 data and information on the new nembership database. Wth
23 no further business, the neeting was adjourned.

24 Madam President, | nove to have these mnutes

25  accept ed.
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Are there any

2 corrections to the mnutes?

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: No, | don't have

4 any. | don't know if anybody el se does.

5 (No response.)

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: All those in

7 favor, say aye.

8 ALL PRESENT. Aye.

9 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCELE: M nutes fromthe
10  Department Executive Commttee Meeting, Travis Air Force
11  Base, January 12th through 13th, 2013 began on Sat urday
12 January 12th, 2013 at 9:00 a.m hours and ended at --

13  ended on January 13th -- January 13th at 11:30 hours.

14 Actions taken: Finance commttee, personne

15 policies page 6 now reads: "Benefit program Soci al

16  Security, Unenploynment/State Disability Insurance/Paid
17 Famly Leave, health insurance, |life, and dental.

18 Permanent part-time enployees are not eligible for

19 enployer paid health insurance, |ife insurance, or dental
20 insurance. The Anerican Legion Auxiliary, Department of
21 California reserves the right to amend or termnate the
22 benefit plans, excluding those benefits mandated by the
23 State and/or Federal governnment. Each enployee will be
24 responsible to pay 30 percent or a mninumof $100 per
25 nonth under health, life, and dental insurance." That's
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1 what it reads.

2 It now reads: "Benefit program Socia

3 Security, unenployment/State Disability Insurance/Paid

4 Famly leave, dental insurance at no cost to the enployee.
5 Permanent part-time enployees are not eligible for

6 enployer paid health insurance, life insurance, or denta
7 insurance. The American Legion Auxiliary, Departnent of

8 California reserves the right to anend or termnate the

9 benefit plan, excluding those mandated by the State and/or
10  Federal governnent."

11 That notion was noved, seconded, and was approved
12 by consensus.

13 To use First Disposition Reporter as the court

14  reporter for the June 2013 convention in Pal m Springs was
15 noved, seconded, and approved by consensus.

16 Grls State budget. Income $225,850. Expense.
17  Food was 79,000. Housing was $106,000, for a total of

18  $212,130. That Grls State budget was nmoved, seconded,

19 and approved by consensus.
20 Anerican Essay titles for 2013-2014. Goup |
21 grades 4 and 5: Wy Should | Show Respect to the Anerican
22 Flag? Goup Il, grades 6 and 7: How Can | Make a
23 Difference Were | A Goup IIl, grades 8 and 9: What
24  Does the Pledge of Allegiance Mean to Me? Goup 1V,
25 grades 10 and 12: Wy Should | Care About the Elections?
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1 Goup V, exceptional needs: What is a Veteran? That was
2 noved, seconded, and approved by consensus.

3 The followng units to be put on probation, taken
4 off, or surrendered. This |ist was approved by -- a

5 nmotion was made, seconded, and consensus. |'mgoing to go
6 ahead and read off the list: Hoopa Unit 415, District 1,
7 remain on probation until June 2013. Hopland Unit 529,

8 District 1to remain on probation until June 2013. Dixon
9 Unit 208, District 5is placed on probation until June

10 2013. dinton MCausland Unit 190, District 11 was

11  renoved fromprobation. The Sharp General Depo Unit 632,
12 District 11 was renmoved from probation. WIlow Gen Unit
13 318, District 13 was to remain on probation until June

14 2013. Firebaugh Unit 346, District 14 was placed on

15 probation until June 2013. Center State Unit 511,

16 District 14 was placed on probation until June 2013.

17  Moorpark Unit 205, District 16 was to remain on probation
18 until June 2013. San Dinmas Unit 475, District 18 was to
19 remain on probation until June 2013. Chilelli Menoria
20 Unit 888, District 18 was to remain on probation unti
21 2013. Gty of Paranount Unit 134 was placed on probation
22 until June 2013. Houghton Park Unit 650, District 19 was
23 placed on probation until June 2013. Sunland Tujunga Unit
24 377, District 20 was taken off probation. Newhall Saugus
25 Unit 507, District 20 was taken off probation. Ownen
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1 Coffman Unit 519, District 21 was renoved from probation.
2 Morrison Menorial Unit 574, District 21 was renoved from
3 probation. Steele Town Unit -- Steele Town Incorporated
4  Unit 772, District 25 was to renain on probation until

5 June 2013. San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was placed on
6 probation -- I'msorry. Unit 409, District 26 was placed
7 on probation until June 2013. Santa Ana Unit 131,

8 District 29 was placed on probation until June 2013. Seal
9 Beach Unit 857, District 29 was placed on probation until
10  June 2013. Quechan Unit 802, District 30 was placed on --
11 was to remain on probation until June 2013.

12 Madam Presi dent, | nove to accept the mnutes

13 fromthe DEC at Travis Air Force Base in January.

14 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI'S:  Second.

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's been noved
16 and seconded to accept the DEC neetings from January 2013
17 at Travis Air Force Base. Are there any questions or

18 corrections? Recognizing Tammy Sol | azzo.

19 DI STRI CT 19 PRESI DENT SOLLAZZO District 19, you
20 said Unit 650. It should be Unit 560.

21 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Yes. Pardon me.

22 You'reright. | will correct that. Thank you.

23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Recogni zi ng Sandy
24 Jacob.

25 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT JACOB: District 13, |
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1 don't think that's correct name and nunber.

2 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 13, 318

3 Wllowden

4 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT JACOB: 318 WI | ow

5 den, yes.

6 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: District 13 was to
7 remain on probation until June 2013.

8 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT JACOB: (kay. |

9 thought it said something else. Sorry.

10 DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  She did.

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Thank you.

12 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Sandy.
13 Are there any other questions or corrections?

14 (No response.)

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, al
16 those in favor, say aye.

17 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Any opposed?

19 (No response.)

20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you

21  Peggy, after this would you please send those to the

22 office to copy so everybody can have a copy of them

23 avail abl e?

24 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Sure.

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)

437



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Mnutes from
2 the Preconvention Department Executive Conmttee Meeting,
3 Palm Springs, California, June 27th, 2013.

4 Begi nning on Thursday June 27th at 7:15 in the

5 morning and ending at 9:50 hours. Actions taken -- first
6 I1'mgoing to start out with the districts again. These

7 all were noved and seconded and approved by consensus. So
8 I'mnot going to -- I'mgoing to come back. Do you want
9 todo District 1 now?

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yeah, Cat is

11  ready.

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Since

13 District 1 was not at the DEC, | think she has two notions
14  to make that we will be able to amend at this time in our
15  notion.

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Recogni zi ng

17 District 1, Kat Conrad, District 1 president.

18 MUSI Cl AN CONRAD:  Madam President, | move to

19 place Hoopa 415 to remain on probation until --
20 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: January 2014.
21 MUSI CI AN CONRAD:  January 2014.
22 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI S:  Second.
23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's been noved
24 and seconded to keep Hoopa Unit --
25 MUSI Cl AN CONRAD:  415.
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: 415 on probation
2 until January 2014. |s there any discussion?

3 (No response.)

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, all
5 those in favor, say aye.

6 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Any opposed?

8 (No response.)

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

10  Continue, Kat.

11 MUSI Cl AN CONRAD:  Madam President, | move to have
12 Hopland 529 remain on probation as well until January

13 2014,

14 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI'S:  Second.

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's been noved
16 and seconded to keep Hopl and --

17 MUSI Cl AN CONRAD:  5209.

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: -- 529 on

19 probation until January 2014. |s there any discussion?
20 (No response.)

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, al
22 those in favor, say aye.

23 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Any opposed?

25 (No response.)
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DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, so
moved. |Is that all?

MUSI Cl AN CONRAD: Kat, that's it.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, young
| ady.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Madam Presi dent, |
move that we amend the mnutes to add Hoopa Unit 415 to

remain on probation until January 2014.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Peggy, we haven't

approved themyet so we don't need to amend them yet.
Just continue on.
SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: All right. George

A. Thonmpson Unit 544, District 1 was renoved from

probation. Cifford Harter Unit 163, District 3 -- pardon

me. |'msorry. Oh, they were surrendered. [|'msorry.
They were surrendered.

Benicia Unit 101, District 5 was placed on

probation until January 1, 2014. Dixon Unit 208, District

5 was to remain on probation until January 2014. Smth
Bolton Unit 58, District 12 was placed on probation until
January 2014. Wllow Gen Unit 318, District 13 is to
remain on probation until January 2014. Diosdado M
Franco 714, District 13 was placed on probation until
January 2014. Madera Unit 11, District 14 was placed on
probation until January 2014. Firebaugh Unit 346,
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District 14 is to remain on probation until January 2014.
Center State Unit 511, District 14 is to remain on
probation until January 2014. That was District 14 if |
didn't say so.

Guadal upe Unit 371 was placed on probation unti
January 2014. Moorpark Unit 502, District 16 to remain on
probation until January 2014. San Dimas Unit 745 was
placed on -- San Dimas Unit 475, District 18 was placed on
probation until January 2014. Chilelli Unit 888, District
18 was placed on probation until January 14th, 2014. City
of Paramount Unit 134, District 19 was to remain on
probation until January 2014. Houghton Park Unit 560,
District 19 is to replaced on probation until January
2014. Eugene A. Cbregon Unit 804, District 19 was pl aced
on probation until January 2014. Eagle Rock Unit 276 from
District 20 was placed on probation until January 2014.
Steele Town Unit 772, District 25 was placed on probation
until January 2014. San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was
surrendered. Santa Ana Unit 131, District 29 was placed
on probation until January 2014. Seal Beach 857, District
29 was surrendered. Quechan Unit 802 fromDistrict 30 is
to remain on probation until January 2014.

For the department policies, the proposed change.
This is in regards to working hours. As now witten:

"Regul ar enpl oyees: The workweek for regul ar enpl oyees
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1 shall be five days, Mnday through Friday, with a 40-hour
2 max. The hours of work shall be worked between the hours
3 of 8:30 and 4:30 or otherw se prearranged with a one-hour
4  lunch period -- one half hour lunch period. Nonexenpt

5 enployees will report work on timesheet at begi nning and
6 ending of shift and also at |unch break."

7 The proposed change was or is: "Regular

8 enployees: The work week shall be five days, Monday

9 through Friday, with a 40-hour max. The hours of work

10 shall be worked between the hours of 8:00 and 4:00 or

11 otherw se prearranged with a one half hour lunch period.
12  Each nonexenpt enployees will report work on tinesheet at
13 begi nning and ending of shift and also at |unch break."
14 This was noved, seconded, and approved by

15 consensus.

16 This next section was added into the personne

17 policies: "Regular enployees: The work week for regular
18 enployees shall be five days, Mnday through Friday, wth
19 a 40-hour max. The hours of work shall be worked between
20 the hours of 8:30 and 4:30 or otherwi se prearranged wth a
21 one-hour lunch period -- one half hour lunch period.
22 Nonexenpt enployees will report work on tinesheet at
23 Dbeginning and ending of shift and also at |unch break.
24  Exenpt enployees: Department Secretary/ Treasurer shall be
25 conpensated one-hal f day for each day worked beyond norma
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wor kweek at the DEC conmittee neeting and depart nent
convention."”

This was in the mnutes fromthe Ontario
convention in 2011 and never nade it to the policies. The
moti on was made, seconded with -- and approved with
consensus.

Do you want to address -- do you want ne to
continue or do you want to address Bel en?

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Well, since
don't have a copy of the mnutes, but | think we're going
to have a correction already fromDistrict 16, Marion
Rocha.

DI STRICT 16 PRESI DENT ROCHA- CARLOS:  Moor park 502
was renoved from probation.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Moor park 502.

Belen Telford, District 30.

DI STRICT 30 PRESI DENT TELFORD: Yes, | need a
correction on Quechan Unit 802. It's been taken off
probati on.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Thank you.

DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Correction was to
renove Quechan -- what's the nunber?

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  802.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: 802 from
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1  probation.

2 Ann Philcox, District 20.

3 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PHI LCOX: Yeah, |I'm

4  speaking in regards to what she just spoke about in the

5 mnutes about the half day.

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. We're just
7 going to take one subject at a tine.

8 Tammy, do you have a -- let ne take Tammy first.
9 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT SCLLAZZO:  Unit 134,

10  Paramount was renoved from --

11 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: That's what |

12 thought. That's what | thought. Thanks.

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Donit a.

14 DI STRICT 13 PRESI DENT FALTESEK: | nove to take
15 WIllow Gen 318 of f probation.

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. It's been
17  rmoved and seconded to take WIlow A en 318 off probation.
18 Sandy?

19 DI STRI CT 14 PRESI DENT URBAN. Yes, it was Unit 11
20 that was going on probation and it was --

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: W ong Sandy.

22 Wit just a second. Sandy Jacob.

23 See, the problemis, ladies, the District

24  President was not at the DEC. Donita, do you want to wait
25 on this, and Sandy? Thank you, | adies.

www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

© o0 ~N oo o b~ o w NP

I R O I T N R e e T e T e o T
O &~ W N P O © 0 N o o b~ w N k-, o

(kay. Sandy Urban, do you have a question on
District 14.

DI STRI CT 14 PRESI DENT URBAN. Yes. | put 11 on
probation. | renoved State Center and Firebaugh 346.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Yeah. Thank you

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Sandy

Ckay. Continue, Peggy.

SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: A section that says
overtime: It currently reads: "Nonexenpt enpl oyees.
Authority to accrue overtine nust be approved in advance

inwiting by the Secretary/ Treasurer and recorded on the

ti mesheet. Nonexenpt enpl oyees working overtinme in excess

of 40 hours (State Labor Law) in any one week will receive

paynment at a rate of tine and a half for overtine worked.
Nonexenpt enpl oyees may not take tine off in |ieu of
overtime pay. (State Labor Law requires overtine pay for
overtime worked)."

The proposed change, which was noved, seconded,
and approved by consensus: "Overtine: Nonexenpt
enpl oyees. Authority to accrue overtime nust be approved
In advance in witing by the Secretary/ Treasurer,
Department President, and Department Finance Committee
Chairman and recorded on the timesheet. Nonexenpt
enpl oyees working overtime in excess of 40 hours (State

Labor Law) in any one week will receive paynent at a rate
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of tinme and a half for overtine worked. Nonexenpt

enpl oyees may not take tinme off in lieu of overtine pay.
(State Labor Law requires overtime pay for overtine

wor ked) . "

Attendance report. It currently reads:
"Attendance report. Overtime nust be shown on a weekly
attendance report. This report is to be signed by the
enpl oyee and approved by the secretary/treasurer.”

The proposed change that was noved, seconded and

approved by consensus: "Attendance report: Overtime nust

be shown on a weekly attendance report. This report is to

be signed by the enpl oyee and approved by the
secretary/treasurer, Department President, and Depart nent
Fi nance Conmttee Chairman."

In regards to holidays, it currently reads:
"Pai d holidays (On the follow ng holidays, the Departnent
office will be closed): New Year's Day; Martin Luther
King Day; Presidents' Birthday, which is the third Mnday
in February; Menorial Day; |ndependence Day, July 4th;
Labor Day; Colunbus Day; Veterans Day, Novenber 11th;
Thanksgi ving Day, Thanksgiving Friday, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day. Al holidays will be observed on days as
schedul ed by the Federal Government. Holidays that fal
on the Sunday will be observed on Mnday. No additional

hol i days wi Il be authorized without prior approval of the
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Departnent President."

The proposed change that was noved, seconded, and
approved by consensus: "Al holidays will be observed on
days as schedul ed by the Federal Government. Holidays
that fall on Saturday will be observed Friday or Sunday
wi |l be observed on Monday. No additional holidays wll
be authorized w thout prior approval of the Department
Presi dent."

Nonexenpt enployees. It currently reads:
"Nonexenpt enpl oyees. Enpl oyees nay be separated or
termnated at any time by the Secretary/ Treasurer with the
approval of Department President with just cause or during
the probation period. A separated enployee shall be paid
that salary and vacation tine which they have accrued at
the date of discharge. No allowance will be paid for
accrued sick except as delineated above."

It's nowto read -- a notion was made, seconded,
and approved by consensus. "Exenpt enpl oyee:

Secretary/ Treasurer may be separated at any tinme during
the probation period with just cause. In the event of
termnation of the Secretary/ Treasurer during probationary

period, the Departnent President and Vice President wll

together and in person notify" -- I'msorry. This is
still part of the nonexenpt and exenpt. W're still on
the first part. It currently reads: "In event of
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1 termnation during probationary period, the Departmnment

2 President and Vice President will together and in person
3 notify the Secretary/Treasurer of discharge. (Refer to

4  Department Constitution)."

5 Now t he proposed change that was noved, seconded,
6 and approved by consensus: "Enployees may be separat ed,

7 termnated at any tine by the Secretary/ Treasurer with

8 approval of the Department President or during a probation
9 period. A separated enployee shall be paid the salary of
10 vacation tine which has accrued to the date of discharge.
11  No al lowance shall be paid except as delineated bel ow

12  Exenpt enployees: Secretary/ Treasurer may be separated at
13 the tinme during probation period. In the event of

14 termnation of the Secretary/ Treasurer during probationary
15 period, the Departnent President and Vice President wl|
16 together and in person notify the Secretary/ Treasurer of
17  discharge."

18 \What was renoved was the phrase "with just

19 cause.” This was voted on actually and it was in the
20 mnutes fromthe convention in 2008 but was never taken
21 out of the personnel policies.
22 W have a new addition to the personnel policies.
23  "Property. Enployer property. Property of the American
24 Legion Auxiliary (enployer) shall include but is not
25 limted to conputers, copiers, faxes, files, reports,
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confidential correspondence, and shall not be renoved,
tampered with, or otherwi se altered. Exception will be
made for the Departnent Secretary when attending the DEC
meeting and the Annual Department Convention and Nationa
Convention. Personal property: The enployee is
di scouraged from bringing personal property of value to
work. The enployer will not be responsible for |oss or
damage to personal property left on the prem ses.”

Again, this addition was nmoved, seconded, and
approved by consensus.

The very tail end. The policy currently reads:
"These policies updated August 2012 have been read by the
under si gned enpl oyee. A copy has been distributed to
enpl oyees and is confirned by signature of the Departnent
Secretary/ Treasurer."

The proposed change that was noved, seconded, and
approved by consensus: "These policies updated June 2013
have been read by the undersigned enpl oyee. A signed copy
has been distributed to the enployees and is confirmed by
signature of the Department Secretary/Treasurer. A copy
of this acknow edgment will be placed in the enployee's
personnel file."

A notion was made and it was seconded and
approved by consensus that enployee Julie Norman was to

receive a one-tinme $500 bonus.
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1 Proposal for the new auditor was received and it

2 is noted that Wai S. Chui, CPA, will not prepare the

3 organization's Federal and State tax returns for the

4  fiscal year of June 30, 2013. His proposal was to be

5 tabled -- pardon me. H's estimated fees and services,

6 excluding expenses, will not exceed $15,000. This -- the

7 motion on hiring Wai Chui was to be tabl ed.

8 Yesterday on the floor when the budget was

9 approved, the budget was approved for an auditor's fee of

10  $15,000. The budget was approved to have the auditor fee

11  changed to $9,000. | was unaware and -- that another

12 auditor has been submtted to the Departnment of

13 California, so we need to go back and remenber all of you

14 who were there Thursday norning and you were at the

15 preconvention DEC? Can you all stand up?

16 Norma, do you want to talk about this or make the
17 rmotion on this? Yeah, okay. Thank you.

18 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVMAN BI LLINGS:  Madam

19 President, may we have the finance chairman nake a notion?
20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Norma, do you

21 want to cone to the m crophone, please?

22 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVAN BI LLI NGS:  May

23 propose or make this notion, Madam President?

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  You may.

25 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVMAN BI LLINGS: Ckay. We'd
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1 like to accept this proposal fromTroy Van Sloten. He is
2 proposing approximtely 9,000 for his services to do our
3 financials and he al so includes our organization's Federa
4 and State and infornmation returns.

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's been noved
6 and seconded to accept Troy Chui?

7 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVAN BI LLI NGS:  Tr oy,

8 T-ROY.

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: T-R-OY, Troy.
10 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RVAN BI LLINGS: [It's

11  actually Troy Van Sl oten.

12 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Troy Van Sl oten
13 as our new auditor for $9,000. Is there any discussion?
14 (No response.)

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, all
16 those in favor say aye.

17 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Any opposed?

19 (No response.)
20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you,
21 ladies. Thank you, Norna.
22 FI NANCE COW TTEE CHAI RMAN BI LLI NGS:  Thank you,
23 Madam Presi dent.
24 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam Presi dent,
25 then | would like to amend ny mnutes fromthe DEC to add
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1 inthat it was decided that Troy Van Sloten will be the

2 new auditor for the year 2013-2014.

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. | may be

4  confused. Isn't that what | just did?

3) SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: No. |'masking to

6 amend ny DEC m nutes.

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay. It's --

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: So now |'masking to

9 change ny mnutes.

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay. Are you

11  done with the mnutes?

12 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Yes, | am | am

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. Now the

14 Department Secretary/Treasurer has noved to amend her

15  mnutes.

16 Nancy, are you going to the m crophone?

17 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN- PARK:  After she does

18 this, then I'll speak.

19 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay. Go ahead,

20  Nancy.

21 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN- PARK: | guess | need

22 some clarification. W just voted for this auditor. |Is

23 this the auditor we voted for yesterday --

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Yes.

25 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROWN- PARK:  -- that's going
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1 to save us the noney that we're voting on now?

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Yes.

3 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN- PARK:  Thank you.

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Chair recogni zes
5 Ruby Kapsalis, Past Departnent President.

6 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI S:  Madam Depar t nent

7 President, would you please postpone this report until we
8 get copies so we can review what's being said on this

9 mcrophone before we approve anything? | make that

10  notion,

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It"'s been noved
12 and seconded to wait on the vote of the mnutes until we
13  have a copy of them |Is there any discussion?

14 G ndy, did you want to speak?

15 HOSPI TAL REP SIMMONS: | just had a clarification
16 too on the mnutes before they are put out. M

17  understanding fromthe commttee is on the nonexenpt

18 enpl oyee status that you were to get one half day for

19 the -- for the full day worked, but that was to include
20  National Convention, not just --
21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: No, na'am No,
22 ma'am that did not pass.
23 HOSPI TAL REP SIMMONS:  All right.
24 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: | was not asking for
25 National Convention. | was asking for any other type of
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1 required activity over a weekend where | was supposed to
2 belike this one where |'mgoing to be there from Saturday
3 to Sunday. | was just asking to have the other weekends
4 where |'mrequired to be. | wasn't asking for National.

5 | was just asking for that.

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Ann Phi | cox,

7 District 20.

8 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PHI LCOX: Yeah, that

9 norning at that neeting when we were voting on this

10 particular, we tabled it and we were going to go back to
11 it. And when we went back to it, it was said that we had
12 already passed it. W hadn't even voted on it.

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay.

14 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PHI LCOX: On the half day.
15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ladi es, now t hat
16 it's been noved and seconded and our discussion is to wait
17 until we have copies of these that what we're going to be
18 voting on. So that will be an issue that will come up

19 when we're -- when we all have a copy.

20 DEPARTMENT 20 PRESI DENT PHILCOX: So that will be
21 today before we --

22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, na'am  You
23 know, the lucky thing is, you guys, I'mgoing to be here
24 until Monday those of you who are interested in --

25 DEPARTMENT 20 PRESI DENT PHI LCOX: | won't.
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Those of you who
2 are interested in going home, guess what, |'mstaying the
3 night. So I'mhere, baby.

4 Ckay. That's right. GCkay. The nmotion is to

5 wait until we have a copy of these before we vote. 1Is

6 there any further discussion?

7 (No response.)

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, all
9 those in favor, say aye.

10 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Any opposed?

12 (No response.)

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: So carri ed.

14 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Madam Presi dent, may
15 | go back to the department office so | can change the

16  amendnents and bring them back? Bring them back, the

17 mnutes that have been amended?

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, ma'am

19 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (kay. Thank you.
20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you. Now
21 we have another fox in the house. He foolishly came back.
22 My good buddy, Dave. Let me tell you something, this dude
23 is areal fox. WII the Sergeant-at-Arns and Marsha
24 along with the Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort
25 M. Dave Smth who belongs to the lucky lady Kathy to the
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1 station.

2 (Processional .)

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, sir.

4 COLOR GUARD SMTH:  Good norning, |adies, again.
5 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: Good norni ng.

6 COLOR GUARD SM TH:  Madam Presi dent, on behal f of
7 the Color CGuard, and | know it was given to the incomng
8 president, we are giving you an honorary pin because

9 you're awesone.

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you.

11 COLOR GUARD SMTH:  And you have to understand,
12 men are goofy. W have nothing up here. If ny wife does
13 not give ne direction, | amlost. However, she helps ne
14 find ny way. But, no, there was just a snafu and as a

15 point of order we would like to give you a challenge point
16 also. Thank you. And I'mglad you're not playing Gangnam
17  Style. Thank you.

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you. W/ |
19 the Sergeant-at-Arns and Marshal, along with the

20  Distinguished Guest Chairman, escort M. Dave Smth from
21 the station.

22 (Processional .)

23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you,

24 ladies. (kay. Nowwe're going to have a little bit of
25 fun. Today is ny District President, Nancy Johnson's,
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1 birthday. She's fromDistrict 2. Mss Nancy, would you

2 please rise? kay. Everybody, let's sing.

3 (Singing.)

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

5 ladies. | have to introduce our court reporter as Karen.

6 No, | didn't tell themhow old you were.

7 Karen, our court reporter. Karen, thank you.

8 ( Appl ause. )

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: At this time we
10 wll continue with our chairman's reports. Has G andma
11  Stella escaped again?

12 EDI TOR CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  No.

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ch, good. W're
14 going to hear fromthe Editor, Estella Avina, and then
15 she's going to change her hat and be the Conventions

16  Chairman, Estella Avina.

17

18 EDI TOR REPORT

19

20 EDI TOR CHAIRVAN AVINA: | will change ny hat,
21 yes, you're right. GOkay. Finally. Sorry about that.
22 Anyway, Madam President, this chairman was a

23 little busy this year. W did nanage, however, to have
24 articles in nine Legionnaire publications, three website
25 issues, three Fam |y Page issues and three two-page
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1 Auxiliary issues for a total of 64 articles and 16 photos.
2 These nunbers are not bad, but | w sh they were nore.

3 | really don't know what we need to do to

4 convince these officers and chairmen and Auxiliary menbers
5 that it doesn't hurt to submt an article. [I'mnot

6 judgnental on witing or errors. | do not change anyone's
7 articles. M jobis to check for msspelling words and

8 make sure that it is correct format and that they have a

9 place in the current issue to get in the Legion Editor for
10 final check, and then off to the printer. | hope in the
11  future that you will -- that if you are a little skittish
12 that you will call me and I will walk you through it.

13 Madam President, | thank you for this

14  appointment. | also have |earned that we are now being

15 charged by the |abel and not by the issue, so to me this
16 neans that the |arger our nenmbership, the bigger the cost.
17 There is an opt out choice that will save the department
18 rmoney: Get your Legionnaire by e-mail. You will have

19 this issue at least a week faster than if it went out in
20 the mail. So that is an option. And | know that everyone
21 doesn't have a conputer, but those of you that do have

22 that option

23 Madam Presi dent, this concludes ny report.

24 DEPARTMENT PRES|I DENT M KESELL: Thank you

25 Stella.
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1 EDI TOR CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  You' re wel cone.

2 (Appl ause. )

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: By your appl ause,
4 you accept this report. W want to hear fromthe

5 Convention Chairnman, please.

6 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  What do you want to
7 hear?

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: You see, Stella
9 and | have a date tonight out by the pool.

10 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Ch, yes, we do.

11 told her, okay, |'mstaying Sunday because | have to nake
12 sure everything is cleaned up and everything is taken care
13 of and that nobody | eaves anything. And, of course, you
14 know, | live in Arizona, and that's a five-and-a-half to
15 six-hour drive and | don't like to drive at night. [|'m
16 not a good nighttime driver.

17 CGod, | love that grandchild.

18 Anyway, so | said Sunday after everybody is gone,
19 we're going to have a big nargarita. So that's what |'1]
20  be doing while you guys are driving home. Anyway, | don't
21 have a witten report for you.
22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Your conmittee.
23 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVINA: My committee. | wll
24 introduce them because | didn't do that, and | apol ogi ze
25 on that. Judy. Judy, |'ve known Judy for a thousand
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1 years. She was in charge of the raffles out there.

2 (Appl ause. )

3 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  And ny co- chai r man,
4 by the way, is Phyllis Jordan. Phyllis, stand up.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 CONVENTI ON CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  Phyllis and | have

7  been doing conventions for many, many years and, boy,

8 we're getting tired.

9 Qur District President, Jeri Johnson. Jeri, you
10 were a great help. Thank you for hel ping.

11 (Appl ause. )

12 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Marge Rye was of

13 course our florist and she was in charge of flowers.

14 (Appl ause. )

15 CONVENTI ON CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  Di ane Vel vetas, she
16 was in charge of our babies, our junior babies.

17 (Appl ause.)

18 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  You have to go to the
19 right. Thank you. Sue Ronero, where is she at? She was
20  our luncheon chairman and also ny unit president.

21 (Appl ause.)

22 CONVENTI ON CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  And then the rest of
23 the 21st District who was asked to do sonething and were
24 always doing sonething for us. And so, 21st District,

25 stand up for a round of applause.

460
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 (Appl ause. )

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you

3 ladies. An awesome | ob.

4 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA: W do apol ogi ze for

5 - you know, |'ve always said that | think everybody

6 should do a convention because we woul d have | ess

7 comments.

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Comment s.

9 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA: Comment's, you know.
10  You can do your best to make sure that it's perfect, and
11  Murphy's Lawis something is going to go wong. And it
12 just seens when some little thing goes wong, it just kind
13  of pulls down and gets big. And the nore people you have
14 screaming in your ear, it gets worse,.

15 So, ladies, we |ove you and we know that you want
16  everything to be wonderful, but it just doesn't work out
17 that way. And we do know that if you have patience, we
18 wll work it out. We're not going to just -- we don't

19 make mstakes just to give you something to conplain

20 about.

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Stella, are you
22 going to nention the entertainnent at the banquet?

23 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA: How nany of you were
24 at the banquet last night? Did you not |ove that

25 entertainnent?
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1 (Appl ause. )

2 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Anyway, we al nost

3 gave our Departnment President a stroke, especially when

4 the nen started taking off their shirts. | think the

5 lights went out right after because they were getting

6 really into that strip tease.

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: RT al nost found

8 his buttons when the |ights went out.

9 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA: | was surprised ny
10  husband even went out there. |'mexpecting to see it on
11 YouTube really, seriously. But it was hysterical. W had
12 a lot of good sports last night, we really did. And I
13 appreciate all their help because it just turned out to be
14  really great. It started off with a bang, but it turned
15 out to work out really well. And | did appreciate
16  everybody's volunteerismand their good sportsmanship.
17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you
18 Stella, very, very much. Can we please give her a
19 standing ovation?

20 CONVENTI ON CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  Ch, you don't have
21 to. Come on

22 (Appl ause.)

23 CONVENTI ON CHAI RMAN AVI NA:  Thank you, | adies.
24  appreciate it.

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you very
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1 nuch.

2 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  And when | noved to

3 Arizona, nmy husband said, "Okay, are you done with the

4  ALA?" And | said, "Yeah." |'ve been busier since | noved
5 to Arizona than when | was here.

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you

7 Stella. Qur next chairman will be Ways & Means, Jean

8 Cool ey-Desnmeul es, and Susan Peters, Menber, and Chris De

9 La Rosa, Menber. And then we'll hear from Resol utions.

10 So those who are going to help Margaret Quinones will now
11  be helping. So if you would please cone up with the

12 Resolutions. Barbara Love and Susan Peters, | believe you
13 were the two | ucky candi dates.

14

15 WAYS & MEANS REPORT

16

17 VWAYS & MEANS CHAI RVAN COCLEY- DESMEULES: Madam
18 President, | hope ny voice lasts. But technology this

19  weekend sucks. M conputer and ny printer stopped

20 talking --

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Al right.

22 WAYS & MEANS CHAI RMAN COOLEY- DESMULES: -- so

23 don't have a printed report, but I will e-nmail everybody a
24 report.

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you
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VWAYS & MEANS CHAI RVAN COOLEY- DESMEULES:  Ckay.
Good norning, Madam President Terry and all of the amazing
menbers of the State of California and the Anerican Legion
Auxiliary. W, the Ways & Means Commttee menbers, would
like to thank you for awesome menbership of the Auxiliary
this past week. By the support of our opportunity table,
the TV and notebook draw ng, purchasing the Italian
charnms, and all of the itenms in our general store, with
your support we were able to bring in a total of $4,659.

(Appl ause. )

WAYS & MEANS CHAI RVAN COCOLEY- DESMEULES: Wi ch
wll be turned in to the finance table as we cone off the
stage. | would Iike to take this opportunity to introduce
my Ways & Means Committee. | have Chris De La Rosa, who
IS my co-chair.

(Appl ause. )

WAYS & MEANS CHAI RMAN COOLEY- DESMEULES:  Susan
Peters as the conmttee nenber.

(Appl ause.)

WAYS & MEANS CHAI RMAN COOLEY- DESMEULES: W the
conmttee would also like to thank the help that we
received during our busy tines. Yolanda fromDistrict 19,
t hank you.

(Appl ause.)
WAYS & MEANS CHAI RMAN COOLEY- DESMEULES: W woul d
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1 also like to thank everyone for their donations to our

2 fantastic opportunity table. Wthout your generosity it
3 would not have been such a huge success. There is only
4 one prize not claimed, and we don't know who it really is.
5 It isJudy and it has a 28 onit. Ckay. W now know.

6 Ckay. Now for everybody who's been waiting for
7 the 50/50 draw ng, Madam President, would you do the

8 honors of pulling the ticket? The winner will be going
9 honme with $160 cash.

10 Ckay. And the winner is Judy Forest, District
11 18, Unit 830.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 WAYS & MEANS CHAI RMAN COOLEY- DESMEULES: W'l |
14 meet you down here at the end so we can give it to you.
15 Thank you again, Madam Terry, for this concludes
16 the Ways & Means Committee report.

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Jean,
18 excellent job. Now we'll hear from past Departnent

19  President Odette for the Resolutions and her conmittee,
20 Susan Peters fromDistrict 10 and Barbara Love from

21 District 22.

22

23 RESCOLUTI ONS REPORT

24

25 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARC.  Madam
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1 President, the Resolutions Commttee met on Thursday, June
2 27th in Canyon Suite A at the Doral Hotel. By consensus

3 of the delegates shall be devolved of District 6 served as
4 secretary. Melanie Taylor of District 5 served as

5 Chaplain, and Yvonne Matt of District 16 served as

6 Sergeant-at-Arns.

7 The neeting was opened with prayer and a Pl edge

8 of Allegiance. Roll call showed 14 del egates and five

9 guests present. The conmttee agreed on the follow ng

10 report. The code was read and no changes were nade. This
11 chairman reported that no resolutions were received prior
12 to convention and that there were no energency

13  resol utions.

14 Madam President, this concludes the report of the
15 Resolutions conmttee. And with your perm ssion, Madam
16 President, we will now present the courtesy resol ution.

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  You have ny

18  perm ssion.

19 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO: May they be
20 accepted by consensus?
21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: They may.
22 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Assisting ne
23 in reading the resolution are Susan Peters fromDistrict
24 10 and Barbara Love District 22. Thank you, Madam
25 President, for appointing these great |ladies. | have
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1 enjoyed working with them W're going to ask Barbara to
2 read the first five, please. O | guess Susan.

3 DI STRI CT 10 PRESI DENT PETERS. \Whereas, the

4 management and staff of the Doral Hotel Resort have been
5 efficient and courteous; and, whereas, they have nade our
6 stay nost confortable and enjoyable; now therefore be it
7 resolved that we express our gratitude for their

8 outstanding service and cooperation. And be it further

9 resolved that a letter of appreciation be sent to Suzette
10 Cross, Doral Hotel director of sales and narketing.

11 Whereas Chairman Estella Avina, Co-Chairnan

12 Phyllis Jordan and their commttee have done an

13 outstanding job of providing for our confort and enjoynent
14 during this department convention.

15 And, whereas, President Jeri Johnston and the

16 menbers of District 21 have extended their warm and

17 gracious hospitality and have made us all feel welcome.
18 Now, therefore be it resolved, that we express
19 our appreciation to Jeri, Phyllis, Estella, and her

20 commttee for being such wonderful hosts and for making
21 this a successful neeting; and be it further resol ved that
22 a copy of this resolution be sent to Jeri Johnston,

23 Estella Avina, and Phyllis Jordan.

24 Wier eas throughout the years the Past Department
25 Presidents continue to serve, to participate in, and to
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1 support the prograns of American Legion Auxiliary

2 Department of California; and whereas collectively, they

3 have shared a treasure chest of know edge, w se counsel

4 and humor with us and their presence has added much to the
5 success and fun of the department convention; now

6 therefore it be resolved that we express our appreciation
7 to the past departnment presidents for their dedication and
8 continued service to our organization by giving thema

9 standing ovation to show our gratitude and | ove.

10 (Appl ause. )

11 DI STRICT 10 PRESI DENT PETERS. Wereas,

12  Department Secretary/ Treasurer Peggy Vogel e and the office
13 staff continue overseeing and carrying out the daily

14  operation of the departnent office, managing their

15 respective areas with care and efficiency;, and whereas,

16  Peggy and her staff continue to conbine their efforts and
17  cooperate with American Legion and our Departnent O fice
18 to meet and adapt to changes brought on by the nove needed
19 in order to begin retrofit of the War Menorial Building;
20  now therefore be it resolved that we express our sincere
21 appreciation to Peggy and her staff for their capable

22 admnistration of the departnent office.

23 Wiereas, Talia Avina has served our departnent

24 well as honorary representing the juniors of our

25 departnent with grace and dignity and proving herself a
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1 worthy role nodel for our younger juniors to emulate; and
2  whereas, she has attended this convention to bring
3 greetings on behalf of the juniors of California, the
4  Department President Terry, and the nmenbers and guests
5 assenbled here; now therefore be it resolved that we
6 convey to Talia our appreciation and our pride in her and
7 contribution to our great organization. And be it further
8 resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to Talia
9 Avina.
10 (Appl ause. )
11 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO  Barbara wil |
12 continue with the courtesy resol utions. Barbara.
13 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Thank you. A nunber
14 of distinguished guests found tine in their busy schedul es
15 to attend our departnent convention meeting to bring
16  greetings; and whereas, it was an honor to wel come them
17 and hear their informative remarks. Now therefore be it
18 resolved, that we express our appreciation with a round of
19 applause to the following for their attendance at this
20 meeting; and be it further resolved that a copy of this
21 resolution be mailed to each and that a copy be sent to
22 the Departnment Anmerican Legion office. Al an Lennox,
23 Departnent of California National Executive Conmittee;
24  Bill Siler Ill, Adjutant, the American Legi on Depart nent
25 of California; Frank Granado, Departnent Vice Commander
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1 5th Area, the Anerican Legion; Jim Bieger, Commander

2 District 21 the American Legion; Chris Affolter,

3 California Detachment Commander; John Lee, Commander, the
4 American Legion Convention Corporation; Pancho Villa,

5 President of the American Riders. Thereas, the Anerican
6 Legion Department Conmander Ken Kramich has graciously

7 taken tine out of his busy schedule to join us at this

8 nmeeting of the Anerican Legion Auxiliary; and whereas, his
9 cooperation and working together concrete the bond within
10 the California American Legion Fam |y and further the

11  program of our organization. Now therefore be it resolved
12 that we express our appreciation to Conmmander Kramich for
13 cooperation and courtesies extended to our Departnment

14 President during their travels, the departnment and his

15 presence at this department convention. And be it further
16 resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to the

17  department commanders and the department office of the

18  Anmerican Legion.

19 Wiereas, the |eadership and talent of a nunber of
20  our menbers have been recogni zed by the national

21 organization and they are currently serving the American
22 Legion Auxiliary in various programs, we ask that they

23 rise and remain standing until all of the Iist have been
24 called. Nowtherefore be it resolved that we express our
25 appreciation to the followng for the honor and prestige
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1 they bring to the Departnent of California. Linda Fercho,
2 National Executive Commttee Wonman and Western Division

3 Menbership Chairnan.

4 (Appl ause. )

5 DI STRI CT 22 PRESI DENT LOVE: Nancy Brown- Park,

6 National Chairman, Human Service, Long-Range Strategic

7 Planning Commttee, and National Foundati on.

8 (Appl ause. )

9 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Mel ani e Tayl or,

10  National Poppy Chairnan.

11 (Appl ause. )

12 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Pilar Reyes, Western
13 Division Legislative Chairnan.

14 (Appl ause. )

15 DI STRI CT 22 PRESI DENT LOVE: Liz Coral, she's not
16 here, but she's Western Division National Security.

17 (Appl ause.)

18 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Anita Biggs, Menber,
19 National Legislative Conmttee.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: LuAnn Capazzi,

22 National VAVS Deputy and Conmittee Menber Veterans

23 Creative Arts Festival.

24 (Appl ause.)

25 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Lou Thonpson, Menber
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1 National Public Relations Conmttee.

2 (Appl ause. )

3 DI STRI CT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Diane DelLashmt,

4 \\estern Division Poppy Chairnan.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 DI STRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE: Let's give a hand to

7 these ladies for a job well done.

8 (Appl ause. )

9 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO  \Wereas, it
10 is with pride and devotion and |ove that we send our own
11  Nancy Brown-Park to National Convention in Houston where
12 she is expected to be elected and installed as National
13  President. And whereas, in the light of the heavy
14  traveling she will be doing as she goes about her officia
15 duties, it is fitting that we wish her Godspeed and good
16 health on her journey. And whereas, nmany of our nenbers
17  will not be at the National Convention, |let us now share
18 in the joy and excitement of having a National President
19 fromCalifornia after many years.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCAROC:  And now

22 therefore be it resolved that we express our |ove and best
23 wishes for a successful and menorable year to our own

24 Nancy Brown-Park with a standing ovation. You guys did it
25 before | asked for one. Be it further resolved that we
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1 have a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Nancy.

2 (Appl ause. )

3 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO  Wher eas,

4  Department President Terry Mkesell has shown able

5 leadership and friendliness as she greeted or represented
6 our nenbers throughout the State of California. And

7 whereas, her notto: Veterans, our biggest treasures,

8 remnded us to refocus our priorities and inspire us to

9 strive to surpass service, previous heights of service

10 while her thene, nmagical, nystical fantasy, has brought
11 hunor and fun to the good work of our Unit. And whereas,
12 her inspired idea of holding a mdyear departnment

13 executive conmttee nmeeting at Travis Air Force Base and
14 inviting the national president to join us was a

15 first-time event for California as this helps us get a

16  better idea of what a mlitary base is like as well as

17  meeting National President Peggy.

18 Now therefore be it resolved that the nenbers and
19 guests assenbled at this convention express our |ove and
20 gratitude to our w zard, Departnent President Terry, wth
21 a standing ovation for her novel idea.

22 (Appl ause.)

23 ADVI SORY COW TTEE MEMBER CUCCARO.  Madam

24 Departnent President, |'mspeaking fromour -- Madam

25 Departnent President, |'mspeaking for Margaret. Thank
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1 you for this appointment. It has been a pleasure to serve
2 you and our department as Resolutions Chairman. This

3 concludes the resolution report.

4 (Appl ause. )

5 DEPARTVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: By consensus, you
6 have accepted the resolution. Thank you Odette, Sue, and
7 Barbara. Appreciate it so very, very nuch.

8

9 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENTS PRESENTATI ONS

10

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: At this point in
12 tinme we're going to have the Past Departnent Presidents

13 please line up prior to their presentation. At this tineg,
14  Barbara LaDoucer, please come to the m crophone on the

15 right and make your presentation. And as you know, it's
16  been tough on the Past Departnent Presidents because

17 Margaret is in the hospital, Diane is in her roomvery,

18 very ill, and so I'mreally tough on these past department
19  presidents.
20 Barbara LaDoucer, District 4.
21 PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER  On behal f of all of you,
22 you hel ped raise by personally --
23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Barbara, speak in
24 the mcrophone, please. Can't hear you.
25 PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER: |'mdoing this not
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1 because she's a Departnent President, but because she's a
2 very good friend. But because of you and the pens, we've
3 been able to raise $167 for you, but | still have nore to
4  go.

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you very,

6 very much, Barbara. And what are we going to do with that
7 noney? Are you giving that noney to the nenbership cause?
8 M special project.

9 PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER  Speci al project.

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, nma'am
11  Past Departnent President LuAnn.

12 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CAPAZZI: Good norning.
13  This doesn't want to stay here. GCkay. On behalf of the
14  Past Departnent Presidents, we are donating to the

15 Veterans Affairs & Rehab program TFA Fund, $150.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CAPAZZI: Wile I'mup
18 here, standing in for Diane DeLashmt, who is not feeling
19 well right now, on behalf of Virginia Gandy's Engineers,
20 Judy Lloyd's Editors, and Diane DeLashmt's Grcus Acts --
21 do we have very many in the audience fromthese three

22 groups? Stand up and be recognized. Engineers, Editors,
23 CGircus Acts.

24 (Appl ause.)

25 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CAPAZZI: W give $10
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1 to the Junior Auxiliary Scholarship, $170 to VA&R, and

2 $170 to AEF.

3 ( Appl ause. )

4 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CAPAZZI: How about ny
5 Ship Captains? Do we have any Ship Captains in the roonf
6 Good. We've had an addition since our neeting. $62 for
7 the Auxiliary Emergency Fund, 62 to the PPP Nurses

8 Scholarship, 62 to the Junior Scholarship, 62 to Grls

9 State, and 62 to the CGeneral Fund. Thank you, Madam

10  President.

11 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT WORKMAN:  Are any

12 Linda's Wrkmen in the roon? Cnh, there's -- the Wrkmen.
13 We're donating $10 to the Past Department Presidents

14 Junior Schol arship and $100 to the VA&R TFA.

15 ( Appl ause. )

16 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Are there
17 any Park's Patriots here? | see one. | see -- oh, two.
18 \Where's your nmoney? You didn't give ne any noney. Come
19 on, Linda. | didn't recognize | was that ol d.
20 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT FERCHO. Here you go.
21 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  Ch, and
22 there's a check too. Gkay. |I'll cone back.
23 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT KAPSALIS:  Woul d
24  Shel by's Actresses, Margaret's Dream Catchers, Jerry's
25 Cards, Coldie's Golden Leaks, and Ruby's Al Stars please
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1 stand.

2 Thank you, ladies. W are donating $285 to the

3 VASR Tenporary Financial Assistance to be added to the

4 2013- 14 budget and used this year, finance commttee, for

5 the VAGR TFA. There's $285 is to be added on top of what

6 was approved. Thank you.

7 (Appl ause. )

8 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT HOOKER:  Sue's

9 Lighthouses, Melanie's Balloons Pilots, Margie's Chefs,

10 WIllie's Bandl eaders, and Ronnie's Roses. Anybody in the
11  audience that belongs to any of these groups, please

12 stand. Over there. kay. On behalf of these groups, we
13 donate $425 to the VASR TFA

14 (Appl ause. )

15 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT HOOKER: Did you | adies
16 hear that? Yes. Gkay. Thank you.

17 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT FERCHO. Per everything
18 that's happened today, you can see | made m stakes on this
19 too. I'mnot doing very good as the youngest PPP

20 Actually, Terry is the newest.

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Wit a m nute.

22 You have a fewnore mnutes. |f you want to excuse ne

23 now, I'Il be glad to | eave the room

24 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT FERCHO. Not really,

25 but are any Rodeo Queens out there? Yeah. Al right.
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1 Rodeo Queens, we were able to donate $250 for the Veterans
2 TFA for 2013-14 and $50 to the Junior Conference supplies.
3 (Appl ause. )

4 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CUCCARO | know there
5 are Performers out there and | know there are sone

6 Penguins, but on behalf of the Perforners and Penguins, we
7 are donating $10 to the Past Departnent President Junior

8 Schol arship and $90 to the VA&R

9 (Appl ause. )

10 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT LEE: Ckay. Are there
11 any Bev's Stars in the house, Madeline's Love Princesses,
12 Linda's Racers, Pilar's Misicians, and Norma's Birds of

13 Paradise? Al you guys stand up. W have $600 to donate.
14  $200 to TFA for Veterans for this year, $200 to the

15 Disaster Fund, and $200 to Junior Conference.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT LEE: And | had a

18 last-mnute donation fromny Bird of Paradise. So 20

19  bucks to menbership.

20 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT JACOB: And | just know
21 there's got to be some of Sandy's Colonels in the

22 audience. Please stand up. There's a few out there.

23 Thank you very much. GCkay. W have raised $170 for

24  donations to VASR TFA.

25 (Appl ause.)
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1 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CHRI STNER: | have to

2 go after that short person over there. On behalf of

3 Betty's Bears, BJ's Torch Runners, and Bonnie's Prom

4  Princesses -- I'msorry. Are there any of you out there?
5 (Appl ause.)

6 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CHRI STNER: Wl |, you

7 know at the Past Department Presidents' dinner we kind of
8 decided if our dear presidents are no |onger with us, then
9 we need to stop just not taking up collections for them
10  but sonebody had already given nme noney -- Pilar, thank

11  you very much -- for nmy nother, Betty's Bears and Ranpbna
12 gave ne noney for BJ's Torch Runners and asked ne if |

13 please wouldn't go ahead and contribute that. So this is
14 sonething that we'll have to talk about in the near

15 future, but, you know, it's kind of hard to drop them when
16  they're your nother

17 So anyway, on behalf of all these ladies, | would
18 like to donate $145 to TFA for VASR

19 (Appl ause.)

20 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ckay. And
21 1'mback. So now we have -- we're going to donate $40 to
22 the AEF Fund. There's so many disasters happening around
23 the world today, around our own country today. And VA&R
24  TFA $30. And that's just as Ruby said, that is for this
25 new com ng up budget over and above what you've budget ed.
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1 Thank you.

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Nancy.
3 MEMBERSHI P CHAI RMAN WHI TE:  Attention, attention.
4  Ladies, we nmade it.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN- PARK: | personal |y

7 want to thank you, and | know Madam Presi dent does as

8 well. Danielle took on this job and this is not just a

9 year job. It's an 18-nmonth job that she has taken on.

10  And how nmany years has it been since we've had a

11  successful nenbership campaign? And, Danielle, we owe you
12 so much. You worked so hard and we thank you very, very,
13 very nuch

14 (Appl ause. )

15 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN- PARK:  The whol e

16 commttee did areally, really great job, and Terry and |
17 are going to be very excited to sit in the front.

18 MEMBERSHI P CHAI RVAN WHI TE:  You and you al one

19 made it possible. And | would like to thank you so much.
20 | just don't --

21 (Appl ause.)

22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Daniel | e has had
23  help this nmorning, which is Cassie, Pat, \Wendy, Pat, and
24  Vickie. And they have worked on transmttals and worked
25 on transmttals. And each Unit that had a transmttal
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1 you wll get your copy of the transmttal in the mail.

2 And so thank you, ladies, fromthe bottom of our

3 hearts. W couldn't have done it without you. So we |ove

4 you all. M. Danielle, you are ready to go hone and we'l|l

5 see you after convention.

6 VEMBERSHI P CHAIRVAN WHITE: | think I'mgoing to

7 have a nargarita tonight.

8 (Appl ause. )

9 G RLS STATE ADVI SOR BROMN-PARK: G oria WIIians,
10 where are you? doria, where are you? Stand up. Ckay.
11 The challenge is on. You have a big, big job for next
12 year so we're back in the front.

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you

14 | adies.

15 (Appl ause. )

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: If you -- if you
17  have flags up here, at this point in tinme please assenble
18 in the back of the room So if you brought your District
19 Unit Colors, please assemble in the back of the room At
20 this point we are going to retire the flags. Pat, that
21  does not include you.

22 Ms. Linda, when we're ready, please give me the
23 high sign.

24 G andma Stella, Linda Schultz fromDistrict 6
25 needs to speak to you.
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1

2 RETI REMENT OF COLORS

3

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ladies, will the
5 Sergeant-At-Arms and Marshal with the Distingui shed Guest
6 Chairman please resune our flag retirement.

7 (Processional .)

8 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Terry, Terry, Madam
9 President, I'mover here. | was just notified that

10 several women are getting alerts on their phones. They're
11 getting high, high charges on their credit cards all of a
12  sudden. If you are charging things, | would check before
13  you charge anything. Call your bank and let them know
14 that if they're getting charges on your account anywhere
15 other than in Palm Springs, don't take it. So check -- |
16  would definitely check if these many women are getting

17 alerts fromtheir banks telling themthere's sone excess
18 charges fromeven out of country.

19 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you,

20 Stella. Do you know where peopl e have been shopping and
21 using -- Gandma Stella.

22 EDUCATI ON CHAI RMAN O BRIEN:  The ATM at the

23 hotel.

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: G andma Stell a,
25 you may check with the hotel because Anita may have a
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1 problemalso.

2 Ladies, we're going to have a ten-mnute recess.

3 CONVENTI ON CHAI RVAN AVI NA:  Madam Presi dent,

4 those |adies at the front desk, they're going to be taking

5 those chairs, so if you have things there, please renove

6 them

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's not that

8 recess yet.

9 (Recess from10:23 a.m to 10:35 a.m)

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay. Ladi es,

11  please shut the doors and we'll now reconvene. Pat

12 Sturton, will you cone up here and help me for a second,

13 please. Pat Sturton.

14 (kay. Ladies, please shut the doors. \Wile

15 we're waiting for everybody to assenble, | have to

16  apol ogi ze. | was supposed to vote for my president's

17  choice during the poppy displays and | neglected to do so.

18 But the little elf fairy that was sitting in the little

19 bow -type thing, that was ny choice. Wose poppy display

20 was that? Does anybody remenber? The little fairy elf in

21 the little bow -type thing?

22 (Appl ause.)

23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Ckay. That was

24 ny choice. Can | please have a picture of it? Thank you

25 ladies. And | do apologize. | think I was off in Never
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1 Neverland when | should have been voting.

2 Does the secretary have any | ast-m nute nmessages
3 or comunication?

4 H STORI AN FUQUA: Madam Presi dent, Carol Fuqua,
5 District 25.

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, nma'am

7 H STORI AN FUQUA:  You know, we just did this

8 menbership thing where people were payi ng noney.

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, nma'am

10 H STORI AN FUQUA:  And you mentioned somet hi ng

11  about transmttals will be sent through the nmail to the
12 units.

13 DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Yes.

14 H STORI AN FUQUA: Are you guys sending cards to
15 those menbers or how does that work?

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Let me tell you
17 sonething. You have to talk to the [ eprechaun or Cassie
18 in the office because as you know, |'ve been a little busy
19 doing sonething else so the | eprechaun and the office,

20 you'll have to talk to Danielle. And it's been -- so

21  please, would you go out there and find out and then | et
22 us know?

23 H STORI AN FUQUA:  Ckay.

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Sonebody came to
25 ne and said nost of the fraud credit card charges are
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1 linked to this particular hotel. And | can't say that for
2 sure. So sonebody just came up and told ne that.

3 Peggy, do you have any communications at this

4 point in time? She does not have any communications. So
5 we wll nowcontinue on with the mnutes.

6 (kay. This young lady has two pictures that she
7 doesn't know where they came from There is a very

8 attractive couple here, a lady and a gentleman. And this
9 picture here, the only one | recognize in this is Fran

10 fromDistrict 3. So anyway, if you think you m ght know
11 these people, they're her pictures. GCkay. Peggy.

12

13 READI NG OF M NUTES ( RESUMED)

14

15 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Al right. The

16 Mnutes Fromthe Pre-Convention Departnent Executive

17  Meeting, Palm Springs, California, June 27th, 2013

18  beginning Thursday, June 27th, 2013 at 7:15 hours in the
19 norning and ending at 0950 hours. Anmendments took place
20 on Sunday, June -- strike that. June 30th, 2013.

21 |"mgoing to go to the units, the district units.
22 Hoopa Unit 415, District 1 remains on probation unti

23 January of 2014. Hopland Unit 529, District 1 remains on
24 probation until January 2014. George A. Thonpson Unit

25 544, District 1 is renoved fromprobation. Cifford
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1 Harter Unit 163, District 3 was surrendered. Benicia Unit
2 101, District 5 was placed on probation until January

3 2014. Dixon Unit 208, District 5is to remin on

4  probation until January 2014. Smth Bolton Unit 58,

5 District 12 was placed on probation until January 2014.

6 WIllowden Unit 318, District 13 is to remain on

7 probation until January 2014. Diosdado M Franco 714,

8 District 13 was placed on probation until January 2014.

9 Madera Unit 11, District 14 was placed on probation until

10 January 2014. Firebaugh Unit 346, District 14 is renoved

11 fromprobation. Center State Unit 511, District 14 is

12 renoved from probation. Guadalupe Unit 371 was placed on

13  probation until January 2014. Moorpark Unit 502, District
14 16 was removed from probation. San Dinmas Unit 745 was

15 placed on -- San Dimas Unit 475, District 18 was placed on
16  probation until January 2014. Chilelli Unit 888, District
17 18 was placed on probation until January 14th, 2014. City
18 of Parampunt Unit 134, District 19 was renoved from

19 probation. Houghton Park Unit 560, District 19 is to

20 placed on probation until January 2014. Eugene A. Cbregon
21 Unit 804, District 19 was placed on probation until

22 January 2014. Eagle Rock Unit 276 fromDistrict 20 was

23 placed on probation until January 2014. Steele Town Unit

24 772, District 25 was placed on probation until January

25 2014. San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was surrendered.
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1 Santa Ana Unit 131, District 29 was placed on probation

2 until January 2014. Seal Beach 857, District 29 was

3 surrendered. Quechan Unit 802 fromDistrict 30 is taken

4  off of probation.

5 Proposed changes in the personnel policy.

6 Currently the policy reads: "Regular enployees: The work
7 week for regular enployees shall be five days, Mnday

8 through Friday, with a 40-hour max. The hours of work

9 shall be worked between the hours of 8:30 p.m and 4:30

10 p.m or otherw se prearranged with a one half hour [unch
11  period. Nonexenpt enployees will report work on timesheet
12 at beginning and ending of shift and also at |[unch break.
13  Exenpt enployees: Departnent Secretary/ Treasurer shall be
14  conpensated one-half day for each day worked beyond norma
15 workweek at the DEC commttee nmeeting and depart nent

16  convention."

17 The proposed change, which was noved, seconded,
18 and approved by consensus: "Regul ar enpl oyees: The work
19 week shall be five days, Mnday through Friday, with a

20  40-hour max. The hours of work shall be worked between

21 the hours of 8:00 and 4:00 or otherwi se prearranged wth a
22 one half hour lunch period. Each nonexenpt enpl oyees will
23  report work on timesheet at beginning and ending of shift
24 and also at |unch break."

25 New section was added in: "Exenpt enpl oyees:
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1 Departnent Secretary/Treasurer shall be conpensated

2 one-half day for each day worked beyond normal workweek at
3 the DEC commttee nmeeting and departnent convention."

4 This was in the mnutes fromthe Ontario

5 Convention of 2011 and was never put into the personne

6 policies. That was noved, seconded, and approved

7 consensus.

8 Currently reads now on overtine: "Nonexenpt

9 enployees. Authority to accrue overtime nust be approved
10 in advance in witing by the Secretary/ Treasurer and

11 recorded on the timesheet. Nonexenpt enpl oyees working
12 overtime in excess of 40 hours (State Labor Law) in any
13 one week will receive paynent at a rate of time and a half
14 for overtinme worked. Nonexenpt enployees may not take

15 time off inlieu of overtine pay. (State Labor Law

16 requires overtime pay for overtime worked)."

17 The proposed change, which was noved, seconded,
18 and approved by consensus: "Overtine: Nonexenpt

19 enployees. Authority to accrue overtine nust be approved
20 in advance in witing by the Secretary/ Treasurer,

21  Departnent President, and Department Finance Commttee

22  Chairman and recorded on the tinesheet. Nonexenpt

23 enployees working overtine in excess of 40 hours (State
24  Labor Law) in any one week will receive paynent at a rate
25 of time and a half for overtime worked. Nonexenpt
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1 enployees may not take time off in lieu of overtime pay.
2 (State Labor Law requires overtime pay for overtine

3 worked)."

4 Currently reads for the attendance report:

5 "Overtine nust be shown on a weekly attendance report.

6 This report is to be signed by the enpl oyee and approved
7 by the Department Secretary."”

8 It was noved, seconded, and by consensus to

9 approve this change: "Attendance report. Overtine nust
10  be shown on a weekly attendance report. The report is to
11  be signed by the enployee and approved by the Depart ment
12  Secretary/ Treasurer, Department President, and Departnent
13 Finance Commttee."

14 Currently reads for the paid holidays: "Paid

15 holidays (On the follow ng holidays, the Departnent office
16 wll be closed): New Year's Day; Martin Luther King Day;
17  Presidents' Birthday, which is the third Mnday in

18  February; Menorial Day; |ndependence Day, July 4th; Labor
19 Day; Columbus Day; Veterans Day, Novenber 11th;

20  Thanksgi ving Day, Thanksgiving Friday, Christmas Eve,

21  Christmas Day. Al holidays wll be observed on days as
22 schedul ed by the Federal CGovernment. Holidays that fal
23 on the Sunday will be observed on Mnday. No additional
24 holidays will be authorized w thout prior approval of the
25 Departnent President.”
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1 The nmove seconded and -- the notion was seconded
2 and consensus to read: "Al holidays will be observed on
3 days as schedul ed by the Federal Government. Holidays

4 that fall on Saturday will be observed Friday or Sunday

5 wll be observed on Monday. No additional holidays will
6 be authorized wthout prior approval of the Departnent

7 President."”

8 Current |abor |aw reads for nonexenpt enpl oyee

9 and exenpt enployees: "Nonexenpt enpl oyees. Enpl oyees
10 may be separated or termnated at any time by the

11  Secretary/ Treasurer with the approval of Departnent

12 President with just cause or during the probation period.
13 A separated enpl oyee shall be paid that salary and

14 vacation tinme which they have accrued at the date of

15 discharge. No allowance will be paid for accrued sick

16 except as delineated above. Exenpt enpl oyee:

17  Secretary/ Treasurer may be separated at any tine during
18 the probation period with just cause. In the event of

19 termnation of the Secretary/ Treasurer during probationary
20 period, the Department President and Vice President wll
21 together and in person notify the Secretary/ Treasurer of
22 discharge. (Refer to Departnent Constitution)."

23 The notion, second, and consensus to the changes
24 noww Il read: "Nonexenpt enployees. Enployees may be
25 separated or termnated at any tine by the
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1 Secretary/Treasurer with the approval of Department

2 President or during the probation period. A separated

3 enployee shall be paid salary and vacation tine which they
4  have accrued to the date of discharge. No allowance shall
5 be paid for accrued sick except as delineated bel ow.

6 Exenpt enployee: Secretary/Treasurer may be separated at
7 any time during the probation period. In the event of

8 termnation of the Secretary/Treasurer during probationary
9 period, the Department President and Vice President wll
10 together and in person notify the Secretary/ Treasurer of
11  discharge. "

12 In these two statenents, the words -- thank you.
13  The words "with just cause" was renoved.

14 The new addition to the personnel policy was --
15 |'ve got it was noved, seconded, and approved by

16  consensus. “Property. Enployer property. Property of

17  the Anerican Legion Auxiliary (enployer) shall include but
18 is not limted to conputers, copiers, faxes, files,

19 reports, confidential correspondence, and shall not be

20 renoved, tanpered with, or otherwse altered. Exception
21wl be made for the Departnent Secretary when attending
22 the DEC neeting and the Annual Department Convention and
23 National Convention. Personal property: The enployee is
24 discouraged frombringing personal property of value to
25 work. The enployer will not be responsible for |oss or
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1 danmmge to personal property left on the premses."

2 Currently now reads when the enployee reads this
3 personnel policy: "These policies updated August 2012

4 have been read by the undersigned enpl oyee. A copy has

5 been distributed to the enployees and is confirmed by

6 signature of the Departnent Secretary/Treasurer."

7 It was noved, seconded, and by consensus to now
8 read: "These policies updated June 2013 have been read by
9 the undersigned enpl oyee. A signed copy has been

10 distributed to the enployees and is confirned by signature
11  of the Department Secretary/ Treasurer. A copy of this

12 acknow edgment will be placed in the enpl oyee's personne
13 file."

14 Julie Norman, enployee of American Legion

15 Auxiliary, is to receive a one-tine bonus of $500. This
16 was noved, seconded, and approved by consensus.

17 And now |'mgoing to amend a section there | had
18 an attachment to. Let me read it first. As an attachment
19 to it says: "Proposal for the new auditor was received

20 and it was noted that Wai S. Chui, CPA, will not prepare
21 the organization's federal and state information returns
22 for the fiscal year of June 30, 2013."

23 A notion was made for his estimted fees for

24  services excluding expenses will not exceed $15,000. This
25 notion was to be tabled. | amnow going to anend that
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1 notion to read that by nmotion of -- notion, seconded --

2 pardon ne. You know what |'msaying. That Troy Van

3 Sloten, CPA & Associates will be the ALA Depart nment

4  Auditor for the fiscal year 2013-2014.

3) DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Madam

6 Departnment President.

7 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Recognizing Anita

8 Biggs.

9 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT BI GGS:  As a point of
10 order, we need to approve these mnutes. You can't amend
11 the mnutes. The mnutes say what they are and then we
12 can make an amendnent or change from what we want to do
13 fromthe m nutes.

14 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (Ckay. Can | just
15 say forget my amendnments?

16 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Yeah

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Peggy's

18 wthdrawal has been accepted. The Dragon has had a | ong
19 night.

20 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: The Dragon is

21  draggi ng today.

22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: (Okay. Ladi es,
23 now for discussion on these mnutes? Donna Enright.

24 G RLS STATE CHAI RMAN ENRI GHT:  Madam Presi dent
25 when you listed the units for District 18 they didn't --
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1 were not placed on probation. They renmain on probation.
2 W really needed to indicate that.

3 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE: Wl 1, | believe

4  that --

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: So that's Unit

6 475 and 888 to remain on probation.

7 G RLS STATE CHAI RVAN ENRI GHT:  Renai n.

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOCGELE:  Ckay.

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: So changed. Ann
10  Philcox, District 20.

11 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PHILCOX: Can | go back to
12 ny --

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: You certainly

14 can.

15 DI STRI CT 20 PRESI DENT PH LCOX: Thank you, Madam
16 President. On the half day for Peggy -- yeah, for Peggy.
17 SECRETARY/ TREASURER:  For the Departnent

18  Secretary, not Peggy.

19 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PH LCOX: For the
20  Secretary/ Treasurer --
21 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: That's all right.
22 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PH LCOX: -- when we were
23 discussing that in our DEC neeting, it was tabled to go
24  back to. Wen we went back to it, everybody said it had
25 been voted and passed. It hadn't. You split it -- you
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1 split the nmotion in half.

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: (Ckay. Excuse ne,
3  Ann. Peggy, our Department Secretary, has those m nutes
4 recorded. W voted on this notion when it was split first
5 and it was passed. And she has the recording.

6 DI STRICT 20 PRESI DENT PHI LCOX: Then | m ssed

7 something. Al right.

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Ann
9 Is there any other discussion on these DEC m nutes?

10 (No response.)

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Are there any
12 questions?

13 (No response.)

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Al those in

15 favor of accepting the mnutes as corrected, please say
16  aye.

17 ALL PRESENT: Aye.

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Any opposed?

19 (No response.)
20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you
21 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Al right. Now,
22  Madam President, may | continue with the mnutes?
23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, ma'am
24 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: All right. On the
25 list of units that were to be put on or taken off
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1 probation, | would like to amend for District 1, Hoopa.

2 W had our separate DEC neeting this norning or pre-DEC

3 neeting, Hoopa Unit 415 was placed on probation unti

4 January 2014.

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Renain

6 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Pardon nme. You're

7 right. Hopland Unit 529 was placed on probation --

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Renai n.

9 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Renmin on probation
10 until January 2014. On the session with the auditor, it
11  was noved, seconded, and with consensus this norning that
12  Troy Van Sloten, CPA, & Associates for the ALA Departnent
13 Auditor for the fiscal year 2013-2014.

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: It's been noved,
15 seconded, and carri ed.

16 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Madam Presi dent, |
17  respectfully submt the amendnent to the mnutes of the

18 DEC

19 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: |s there any

20 discussion on the amendnments to the DEC m nutes?

21 (No response.)

22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none, al
23 those in favor, say aye.

24 ALL PRESENT: Aye

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Any opposed?
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1 Thank you, ladies. Thank you, Dragon.

2 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: On, and if | may,

3 our -- as | like to say, our president-in-waiting, Anita

4 Biggs, our vice president right now, would |ike to have

5 everyone assenble.

6 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Yeah, everybody
7 who's going to be installed.

8 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: Everybody who's

9 going to be installed when we break the session, if you're
10 going to be installed please neet at the back of the room
11  for specific instructions. Thank you.

12 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. Ladies --
13 SECRETARY/ TREASURER VOGELE: (On, pardon ne. And
14 check in with Linda Wrkmen.

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Being as we do

16 not have any last mnute messages or conmunications --

17 H STORI AN FUQUA: Madam Presi dent .

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, ma'am

19 H STORI AN FUQUA: Carol Fuqua, District 25.
20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Yes, nma'am
21 H STORI AN FUQUA:  You sent me to the office to
22 talk to the leprechaun. | talked to Danielle and she said
23 that we are to mail out the menbership cards to those Unit
24  nenbers that their dues are paid and put a note or
25 something with it to say it was a donation and that
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1 they'll

2 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: She will ask that
3 the units do that?

4 H STORI AN FUQUA: Yeah, we tal ked about it.

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you.

6 Carification, ladies. Your unit receives a transmttal
7 fromthe |leprechaun. There will be a note in there.

8 Please send those nmenmbers their menbership cards; that it
9 was a donation. Their dues were paid via donation. Thank
10 you, Carol.

11 Ci ndy Newran, District 13.

12 DELEGATE NEWMAN.  Thank you, Madam President. |
13 was waiting for new business. |'mnot sure --

14 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: |'mnot there

15  yet.

16 DELEGATE NEWMAN:.  Thank you.

17 DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Oops. Wit a
18 mnute. Nancy Brown-Park.

19 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: | just want
20 to follow up about the installation. |f you' re being

21 installed, don't meet in the back of the room because it
22 wll get too crowded. Go out and line up to your left --
23 tony left. Ckay? That's where we're all going to go.
24  First vice, second vice, third -- no. District

25 presidents. Al the officers, if you're participating in
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Anita's election, everybody please go out inmediately
after this and go to ny left, your right. Thank you. And
let's hurry because we want to get everybody hone.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL:  Thank you

NEW BUSI NESS

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Is there any
further business?

DELEGATE NEWVMAN.  Madam Presi dent and
Department --

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Cindy Newman,
District 13.

DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Thank you. Madam President and
Department Officers, | first want to congratul ate you on a
wonderful year. And | also want to congratul ate the
Member ship Chair and the nenbership on making their
numbers. However, the new business item| have is
regardi ng nembership. | had concerns about the
on-the-floor purchase of nenberships on Friday.

Wien we made our nembership goal for California
inthis roomjust a little while ago, half the nenbership
stood up, the other half did not. Qut in the hallways
|"ve heard concerns fromother nenbers, so I'mgoing to

bring this forward as ny own, but | know there is support.
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1 | also have a recommendation. Qur units in

2 District 13 and ny Unit have paid for menberships in the
3 past for menbers who were in need or to make goal after a
4 vote of the menbership when we were within 5 percent of

5 the goal. W're trying to clean up our nenbership and not
6 do that anynore because of the consequences that that has.
7 | reconmend that we consider a standing rule to
8 either elimnate or limt the practice of paying for

9 nenberships just to nmake goals. And this is because

10  purchasi ng nmenbershi ps should be limted to those in need
11 and only with their permssion. M concerns are that

12 menbership is inportant, but we -- and | know we need to
13 show Congress our nunbers, but we also need to show stable
14  growth. And this is like yo-yo dieting. That's ny

15 concern. Purchasing menbership is not sustainable.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 DELEGATE NEWMAN: Pl ease, please. Purchasing

18 menbership is not sustainable and artificially increases
19 our early bird goals. It also dimnishes -- purchasing
20  menber shi ps di m ni shes our nembership in general and it
21 also dimnishes the awards that many units work so hard
22 for that don't purchase nenberships.

23 It al so concerns me about what this says about
24 California and our integrity to other departments and

25 National. | think this needs to be a Nationa
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1 conversation about limting the purchasing of nenbership
2 to a percentage of your goal to provide a level playing

3 field for all units to conpete. They all -- | think that
4 it also trains menbership, menbers, it trains others not

5 to pay for their menbership.

6 Those are nmy comments. | wll be reconmending to
7 ny district nenbership chair to pursue this conversation
8 and perhaps a standing rule that we limt it to 5 percent
9 of your menbership to provide a level playing field for

10 others. So | would like to show Congress that we are a
11 stable grow ng organization. |'magoing to work very hard
12 to work that mllion mark when we get to our anniversary.
13 I'ma little uneasy about purchasing nemberships. Thank
14 you for listen.

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, G ndy.
16 (Appl ause. )

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Qur inconing

18 Department President Anita Biggs will be appointing a

19 commttee to reviewthis.

20 Madam National Vice President, do you have any
21 conversation about this?

22 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Menber ship
23 is areally tough thing. |[|'ve been a National Menbership
24  Chairman. | took on that 18-nmonth job at one point. And
25 | appreciate what you said and | don't disagree, but we do

501
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 set goals and we do try to nake those goals. And how we
2 make those goals is really up to our president, and I

3 applaud her for what she did, | truly do.

4 (Appl ause. )

3) NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: |'ve done a
6 lot of research last year, and as | go on as Nationa

7 President, we don't have a problemgetting new menbers.

8 W have a probl em keepi ng menbers.

9 (Appl ause. )

10 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  So for those
11 - | hope you will take the opportunity now that we have
12 done that and we have signed people up and we've hel ped
13 pay their dues and those may be people that we insulted
14  along the way, those nmay be people who can't afford it

15 right now wth the econony, but we have an opportunity to
16 send thema letter that says we have paid your dues for
17 this year and we hope that next year you will continue

18 your service to the American Legion Auxiliary. | belong
19 to this organization because of the two men in ny life:
20  ny father and ny husband. | honor their service by ny

21  menbership. And | hope that by paying these dues for

22 these people, these nenbers, they're going to have that
23 opportunity again. And who knows. They may be happy to
24 cone back and be nmenbers.

25 So, please, | appreciate what you said, but I
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1 think this is an awesone thing that we've done. Thank

2 you.

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Nancy.
4 Kathy Smth, District 12.

5 DELEGATE SM TH.  Madam Presi dent, Kathy Smth,

6 District 12. And | just want to say that all of this

7 noney, we need to renenber, is going to help our veterans.
8 (Appl ause. )

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Kat hy.
10 kay. |I'malittle confused. |'measily

11 confused.

12 Thank you, G ndy. You have brought up some very
13  pertinent points and | have to say personally | don't fee
14 that we were purchasing menbership. | think that it was a
15 donation and | really feel it was a donation to our

16  veterans because Congress does recogni ze our nunbers. So
17 | think it was a donation in service to our veterans. |
18 definitely didn't donate personally because California

19 wll be 100 percent or whatever, but on that note | do

20 have to tell you that California |aws, the |eprechaun and
21 would have to take all these baskets to Nati onal

22  Convention because we |ost the challenge.

23 Anyway, so | guess that was the bottomline. |
24 don't want to take a bunch of baskets to Houston. Thank
25 you, G ndy.
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1 On that note, is there any nore new business?

2 Recogni zing Ruby Kapsalis, Past Departnment President.

3 PARLI AVENTARI AN KAPSALI S:  Madam Depar t nent

4  President, at the DEC nmeeting at Travis Air Force Base

5 there were some nenbers that were concerned and would |ike
6 to see howthey could get their nembers to be voting

7 menmbers like the E Unit but not be an E Unit. They just

8 wanted nenbers that couldn't attend the neeting and how to
9 do that.

10 | want you to know that the new Roberts Rul es of
11  Oders it has now included that in their newy revised

12 edition. And the way you would do that is to have it

13 in-- it nust be in your Unit bylaws. So that's probably
14 sonething we ought to look at, to look at our unit nodel
15 bylaws to adjust themaccordingly.

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Past
17  Department President Ruby. | do have to say, and |'ve

18 been remss. First off when we started | left ny gavel in
19 ny car. This gavel came to me from Gerri Jesski, Past

20  Departnent President. And | so nuch appreciated her being
21  here with me this weekend. And she was the -- | don't

22 know, ny best friend, my butterfly, whatever. And | |oved
23 her to death, and Gerri has been with us here this

24 weekend.

25 (Appl ause.)
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: So is there any

2 nore new business?

3 (No response.)

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Hearing none. W
5 have no conmunications. WII the Departnent President

6 Elect Anita Biggs please announce the tine of installation
7 and give us any last mnute instructions.

8 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Yes. Everyone,
9 it is now11:10. We wll have installation probably at

10  11:45. 11:45. | have to change. And our installing

11 officer is the National President Brown-Park. She's given
12 you instructions. She has given you instructions on where
13 to assenble if you're being installed. And Linda Wrknen
14wl Dbe instructing you out in the hallway. Thank you.

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank you, Vice
16  President, for five nore mnutes. Thank you all for

17 attending the 94th Convention. Al of you did an

18 outstanding job and nade ny terma very pleasant and

19 enjoyable one. We will recess until 11:45. W wll|

20 reconvene for the installation of the 2013-2014 officers.
21 Thank you, | adies.

22 (Recess from11:10 a.m to 11:55 a.m)
23

24 | NSTALLATI ON OF OFFI CERS 2013- 2014

25
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1 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Everyone, | would
2 like to introduce our National Vice President, Nancy

3 Brown-Park.

4 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  This is an
5 exciting day. Are we ready back there? Ckay. Are we

6 ready?

7 So it is ny pleasure to introduce the installing
8 team The honorary Sergeant-at-Arms is Linda Fercho, Past
9 Department President. Honorary Marshal is Kathy

10  Harris-Richardson. Honorary Chaplain is Norna DuVall,

11  Past Departnent President. Honorary Misician is Teresa
12 Jacob. And our vocalist is Yvonne Dowd.

13 So wll the 23rd District Honor Guard Pom Pom
14 Grls -- oh, don't come yet. District Color Bearers and
15 Unit Color Bearers are Jackie Robinson Unit 252 Col or

16  GQuard will present both the District and Unit Colors. W
17  wll now proceed with the installation of departnent

18 officers for the year 2013-2014.

19 W1 I the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal
20 wth the D stinguished Guest Chairman please escort the
21 District Second Vice Presidents.

22 (Processional .)

23 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK: W1 the

24 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the

25 Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the District
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1 First Vice Presidents.

2 (Processional .)

3 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  WI | the

4  Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the

5 Distinguished Guest Chairnman please escort the District

6 Presidents.

7 (Processional .)

8 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  WI | the

9 Sergeant-at-Arnms and Marshal with the Distinguished Guest
10  Chairnman please escort the Department Officers, Misician
11  Mathilda Haywood --

12 AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Chai r nan.

13 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  Ch, |'m

14 sorry. It's not on ny list. She's always telling me what
15 to do. What's new?

16 WIIl the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arns and Marshal
17  with the Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the
18  Department Chairnen.

19 (Processional .)

20 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  Ckay. Would
21  Honorary Sergeant-at-Arnms with the Distinguished Guest
22 Chairman please escort the Departnent Oficers, Misician
23 Mathilda Haywood, Parlianentarian D ane DelLashmt,

24  Sergeant-at-Arms Cherie Galvan, Marshal Kat Conrad,

25 Historian Linda Diebel, and Chaplain Aice Christensen.
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1 (Processional .)

2 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  WI | the

3 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arnms and Marshal with the

4 Distingui shed Guest Chairman please escort the Junior

5 Menber of Finance Elect Kathryn Doran.

6 (Processional .)

7 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN-PARK:  It's not a
8 good tine to hurt yourself.

9 WIIl the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arns and Marshal
10 with our Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the
11  Department Vice President Elect Harriet C endenin escorted
12 by her husband, Norm

13 (Processional .)

14 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMWN- PARK:  WI | the

15 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the

16  Distinguished Guest Chairnman please present the 2013-2014
17  Honorary Junior President, Deja Nae Trinble.

18 (Processional .)

19 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  WI I the

20 Sergeant-at-Arns -- I'msorry. This is just way too nmuch
21 fun. WII the Jackie Robinson Unit 252 Color Guard with
22 the Honorary Sergeant-At-Arns and Marshal and the

23 Distinguished Guest Chairman please present the Col ors of
24 District 23 and Jacki e Robinson 252.

25 (Processional .)
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  WI | the

2 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal please escort the
3 23rd District Honor Guard PomPom Grls.

4 (Processional .)

3) NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  WI I the

6 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arnms and Marshal with the

7 Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the Departnent
8 President Elect Anita Biggs escorted by her husband Lonnie
9 Biggs. | wasn't sure if the other famly was there.

10 (Processional .)

11 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Anita, this
12 really is the Dream Team (kay.

13 Relax. Quit telling me what to do. Do you know
14 how many years she's been telling me what to do?

15 kay. WIIl the -- where's your friends?

16 DI STI NGUI SHED GUEST CHAI RVAN WORKMAN:  Ckay.

17 DEPARTMVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Okay. WII the
18 Distinguished Guest Chairman please retire the Honorary
19 PomPomGrls?

20 (Processional .)

21 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  The

22 installation of our newy elected and appoi nted officers
23 is one of the nmobst inportant and inpressive cerenonies of
24 our department conventions. As we begin this transition
25 fromone admnistration to the other, we wish to express
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1 our appreciation to the retiring Departnent and District

2 Oficers for their outstanding contributions to the grand
3 history of the Anerican Legion Auxiliary Department of

4  California.

5 As we turn fromthe menories of the successful

6 year we have just conpleted, let us all look forward with
7 renewed dedication and enthusiasmto a new year conducted
8 by our new department and district officers. As we honor
9 and serve our veterans and their famlies and our country,
10 we congratulate our new officers and wi sh for thema year
11 that will inspire us all

12 Departnment Vice Presidents, Departnent Vice

13 Presidents -- District Presidents and Department Oficers,
14 please rise.

15 My fellow nenbers, you have been chosen to fil

16  the various offices of the American Legion Auxiliary

17  Department of California. You will I know vindicate the
18 trust that has been reposed in you and fulfill in every
19 way the obligation which that trust entails.

20 You wll famliarize yourself with the duties of
21 your respective offices as given in the department byl aws.
22 Always renenber that the welfare and the success of this
23 admnistration depends upon you. And upon your shoul ders
24  rests the burden of preserving the integrity of the

25 American Legion Auxiliary. You must protect its good name
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1 Dbefore the people of the United States and at all tines
2 endeavor to have themunderstand its policies and

3  purposes.

4 Al ways renenber to tolerate spirit of the

5 Anerican Legion Auxiliary. Allow no distinction of class
6 or creed to appear anong our nenbers. There is no rank
7 anong us. For each serves as an equal of her fellow

8 menber and all strive toward the same goal, which is the
9 realizationin the life of the Republic of the ideals of
10 justice, freedom denocracy, and loyalty.

11 Pl ease raise your right hand and repeat after ne,
12  giving your nane where | gave mne

13 |, Nancy Brown-ParKk.

14 (Response. )

15 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Promise to
16 performfaithfully.

17 (Response. )

18 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK: Al the

19 duties of the office.

20 (Response. )

21 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK: | am about
22 to assune.

23 (Response. )

24 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  And |

25 further pledge.
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1 (Response. )

2 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  That | am
3 not a menber of.

4 (Response. )

3) NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROM\- PARK:  And do not
6 subscribe to.

7 (Response. )

8 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  The

9 principles of any group.

10 (Response. )

11 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Opposed to
12 our formof government.

13 (Response. )

14 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  You may be
15 seated.

16 PRESI DENT ELECT BI GGS:  One second. |'Il be

17  right back.

18 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Distri ct
19  Second Vice Presidents, please rise. Second Vice. |'m
20 sorry. | guess that phone got to ne.

21 Into your hopeful hand is placed the

22 responsibility of assisting the First Vice Presidents in
23 all their duties. The cooperation and spirit in which you
24 fulfill your responsibilities will contribute nuch to the
25 success of this year. Congratulations.

512
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 (Appl ause. )

2 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  You may be
3 seated.

4 | remenber when | took that pledge and | renenber
5 hearing that charge and how nuch it meant to me. So you
6 have a big responsibility.

7 District Vice Presidents, please rise. | think
8 it'sreally exciting to see so nmany First Vice Presidents
9 here. That's great.

10 To you is given the active cooperation with the
11 president for the continued devel opnent of your district
12 programs. In the absence of the president you will be

13 prepared to assunme the duties of her office. This year
14  can be a rewarding, |earning experience for you and

15 prepare you for the future goals. Congratulations.

16 And | hoe how inportant that role is because

17 that's the role I'min today. So please take every

18 advantage and | earn everything you can.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Depart nent
21  Presidents, please -- District Presidents, please rise.
22 You are assuming a tremendous responsibility in
23 leading the day-to-day activities of the units in your

24 district. As a deputy to the Departnent President, you
25 are the nmost inportant menmber of the executive board. For
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1 you represent the link between the nenbers of this great

2 departnment and the Departnent President.

3 Wth full confidence in your abilities, you have

4 been chosen by your district to fill the inportant

5 position. My your year of service as the departnent team

6 captains be a happy, exciting, and rewarding adventure for

7 you and your district. Congratulations.

8 (Appl ause. )

9 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  You al |l have
10 areally big responsibility as Anita and | work together
11 this next year to nmove this organization forward. So |
12 charge each of you to take that responsibility seriously.
13 We really, really need your help right nowto hel p nove
14 the organization forward. Thank you.

15 You may be seated.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  WI | the

18 Musician Mathilda Haywood please rise. Gh, okay.

19 Parlianmentarian Diane DeLashmt, but | guess we
20 can do that at another point. And | hope she's feeling a
21 little better. How are we doing?

22 AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Better.

23 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Ckay. So
24 I'ma little confused here. WII the Sergeant-at-Arms and
25 Marshal Cherie Galvan and Marshal Kat Conrad pl ease rise?
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1 They're just like little bookends. You will have
2 the very special honor this year of carrying the flag of

3 our country and the banner of the Departnent of

4 California. The love and respect with which you carry out
5 these duties will inspire the menbership.

6 In addition, you are responsible for all order at
7 department neetings and such other duties as nay be

8 assigned to you by the Department President.

9 Congratul ations.

10 (Appl ause. )

11 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Historian

12 Linda Diebel, please rise.

13 To you is given the rather awesone responsibility
14 of conpiling the history of this admnistration. Mny

15  menorabl e acconplishnents will occur this year and your

16 official record will preserve those gol den nonents for

17  those who follow. Congratulations.

18 (Appl ause.)

19 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Chapl ai n
20 Alice Christensen.
21 Alice, this is an honor for me because you served
22 as ny chaplain as well. | think. Ddn't you? Oh, you
23 didn't? Yes, you did serve. You looked at me |ike --
24  okay. That was a long tine ago, but | do remenber that.
25 PRESI DENT ELECT BI GGS: Ten years.
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ten years

2 ago. Chaplain Alice, you have been asked to serve as the
3 spiritual leader of this departnent. The |ove and enpat hy
4  wth which you performthe duties of your office will do

5 much to help lighten the sorrows that may fall upon our

6 nmenbers.

7 You wi || have the opportunity of offering prayer
8 that wll be uplifting to us and to assist our menbers to
9 develop a sense of inner strength and gain of God's

10 Dblessings. Congratulations, Alice.

11 (Appl ause. )

12 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMAN- PARK:  Juni or

13  Menber of Finance. You're entering a three-year term

14  Did you know that? And at sone point you will be entering
15 the termas chairman of this commttee. It's a very

16 inportant commttee of this department. Study carefully
17  your responsibilities as outlined by the byl aws and

18 policies. Always renenber that you were elected by the

19 menbership to represent their best interests. W know you
20 wll consider well your duties and enjoy your service on
21 this conmttee. Congratulations. You have a tough job

22 and | know that you will do a great job, Kathryn.

23 (Appl ause.)

24 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK: W the

25  Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal please escort the Department
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1 Vice President Harriet Cendenin and Past Depart nent

2 President Sue Hooker to the podium

3 ADVI SORY COW TTEE CHAI RVMAN HOOKER: Harri et

4  excuse me, as the assistant conductor in the department's
5 theme of music -- okay. Let's just go right along. You
6 wll be okay. Ladies, we've all done that.

7 You wi |l be her right hand. The president may

8 call on you for counsel or to represent her in specific

9 occasions. You should be prepared to do so as well as

10 assuming the duties of her office if the need should

11 arise. Your enthusiasmand cooperation wll add much to
12 the success of this admnistration. My this year be a
13 rewarding and | earning experience and hel p you prepare for
14 your future goals. Congratulations.

15 And as | pin this on you, | want you to know that
16 we're all very proud of you and we w sh you the best year
17  ever.

18 (Appl ause.)

19 DEPARTMENT VI CE PRESI DENT CLENDENIN:  Thank you.
20  Thank you.
21 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMWN- PARK: At this tine
22 it is ny pleasure to introduce Yvonne Dowd, Dorie MIler
23 Unit 639, to sing a very special song for our Departnent
24 President Elect Anita.
25 (Singing.)
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  That was

2 absolutely beautiful. That was amazing. That was

3 Dbeautiful.

4 WIIl the Honorary Sergeant and Marshal please

5 escort the Department President Elect Anita Biggs and Past
6 Department President Terry Mkesell to the podium

7 (Appl ause. )

8 DEPARTVENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Depart nment

9 President Anita -- uh-no. They didn't want me. Thank

10  you.

11 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  There she
12 goes again. GCkay. WII the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arns and
13  Marshal please present Bonnie Christner to the podium

14 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT CHRISTNER: | had to
15 conpose nyself a little bit. That song about got to ne,
16 I'mtelling you.

17 Department President Anita, great trust has been
18 reposed in you by your election to the highest office in
19 the Department of California. | charge you to carry

20 constantly in your mnd the obligation which is yours that
21 uphol ding the four great principles expressed in the

22 preanble to the constitution: justice, freedom

23 denocracy, and loyalty.

24 As Departnent President you have the great

25 challenge of devel oping and inproving the prograns of the
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1 Anerican Legion Auxiliary. You have been selected by the
2 menmbers to fulfill this challenge. W have faith in your
3 ability and integrity. W know that you will exenplify

4 the qualities of |eadership that the nembers expect from
5 our Departnent President.

6 You wi |l be the spokesperson for all of us to the
7 public. Qur menbers wll |ook to you for guidance,

8 inspiration, and understanding. Anita, we know that you

9 wll continue to use your talents -- and, boy, does she

10 have lots of talents -- your strength and your love at the
11  American Legion Auxiliary in the best interests of all our
12 nenbers.

13 Your |eadership will inspire our nenbers to

14 achieve goals never before thought possible in all of our
15 travels. And | just have to say | amso honored to be

16 able to do this to my -- for ny princess today. And | am
17 so so proud of you that | just -- I"mjust overjoyed. And
18 | love this girl.

19 Anita, it is an honor and a privilege to pin over
20 your heart the insignia of the American Legion Auxiliary
21  Departnent President. | know that you will wear it with a
22 great deal of pride uniting our menmbers in service,
23 ideals, and commtnent |eading for another successful year
24  of service to others, not self. Congratulations.
25 (Appl ause.)
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  So |' m goi ng
2 to kind of just insert sonething just a little bit.

3 Anita, we've waited a long time for this and I'mso very,
4 very proud of you and so excited to be able to share this
5 next year with you as we work to -- as we work -- as we

6 work to shoot hoops for our veterans and as we pass on the
7 legacy of this organization together. | knowwe will be a
8 good team

9 | can't tell you how proud | amof you that

10 you're here and the things that you have in store. Thank
11 you.

12 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you.

13 (Appl ause. )

14 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ckay. Now
15 wll you please present Madeline Lee to the podium You
16  can come back now.

17 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT LEE: President Anita,
18 it gives me such pride to pin this ribbon on your heart.
19 | know that you will wear it with pride and distinction
20 and be one of the greatest presidents that we've ever had.
21 (Appl ause.)
22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: They're this tall
23 My heels. Next tine we'll put Madeline in six-inch heels,
24 how about that?
25 (Appl ause.)
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK

2 Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, will you please escort the
3 Department President Anita to her seat.

4 (Appl ause. )

3) NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  WI I all the
6 newy installed officers please rise.

7 | know it's a new concept. Ckay. Menbers and

8 guests, | present to you the officers for the Departnent
9 of California for the year 2013-2014. This is the Dream
10  Team

11 (Appl ause. )

12 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: My fellow
13 nmenbers, | share in the pride that is yours for these new
14  officers that you have chosen to guide the organization
15 for this comng here. They have been charged with serious
16 responsibilities and in turn | charge you |ikew se.

17 WII all the menbers of the American Legion

18 Auxiliary please rise, raise your right hand, and repeat
19 after me. | solemly prom se.

20 (Response. )

21 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  To renew ny
22 pledge of service.

23 (Response. )

24 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  To the

25 Anmerican Legion Auxiliary.

521
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 (Response. )

2 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  And to give
3  whol ehearted support.

4 (Response. )

3) NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  To these

6 department officers.

7 (Response. )

8 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  You may be
9 seated. The Honorary Chaplain will offer prayer.

10 PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT DuVALL: Heavenly

11  Father, we bow our heads before you for the bl essings that
12 are ours. W are thankful for those whose terms have | ust
13 ended and we thank themfor a job well done. And now we
14  seek your blessing for this comng year

15 W pray that our new officers wll be blessed

16 with the know edge, grace, and strength they will need for
17 the coming here. As we face this new year together, give
18 us wisdomin our decisions, tolerance toward others, and
19 your aid in building a stronger organization.

20 W pray that we may live our lives so that the
21 golden rule may be exenplified. Walk with each of us in
22 heart and mnd day by day so that we may continue to serve
23 CGod and country. W ask this in your holy nane, Amen.

24 AUDI ENCE MEMBERS:  Anen.

25 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  WI | the
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1 Honorary Sergeant-at-Arnms and Marshal please escort the

2 Junior Past Department President Terry Mkesell and Past

3 Departnment President Sue Hooker to the podium

4 Past Department President Sue Hooker will present
5 the Junior Past President with her charge and pin and al so
6 present her the ribbon.

7 ADVI SORY COW TTEE CHAI RVAN HOOKER: W'l | try it
8 again. Terry, you have come to the close of your year as
9 president of the Department of California American Legion
10 Auxiliary. Your theme, "Mgical, nystical fantasy" year
11  of our department has been a trenendous experience for you
12 and you can be very proud of what you have acconplished --
13 or we can be very proud of what you have acconpli shed

14 under your | eadership.

15 As you retire fromthis office, be assured that
16 you take with you the love and respect of all our nembers.
17 W thank you for taking tine out of your busy life to

18 serve as our president. Miy you have nany happy nmenories
19  of your year as Department President. Congratulations. A
20 job well done.

21 (Appl ause.)

22 ADVI SORY COW TTEE CHAI RVMAN HOOKER: Di ane want ed
23 so nuch to do this for you, but we want her to get better.
24 | have to find the pin. Wy better. Am|l that short?

25 JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: VYes.
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1 ADVI SORY COW TTEE CHAI RVAN HOOKER:  Find ny

2 place here. | present you with your ribbon. You know

3 love you, and congratulations. Thank you so nuch.

4 (Appl ause. )

3) JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank
6 you.

7 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Wiere are we
8 now? They cone up, but they keep changing ny pages here.
9 Ckay. W did this. Oay. Now we're going to

10 nove on. W took you back to your seat. You're al

11 settled.

12 (kay. Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, will you

13  please escort the Department President to the podium

14 | was going to say for years we've done that and
15 | keep wondering why we do it because sometines the stage
16 is solittle you have to go like this. Onh, yeah.

17 Ckay. Madam Department President -- this is so
18 cool -- | present you with a very special gavel, one used
19 by your father Bill "Chief" Johnson when he served as 23rd
20 District Conmander. As your synbol of authority, may you
21 use it with discretion and always in the best interests of
22 the departnent. | know that he's |ooking down on you

23 today, Anita, and how proud he is of you that you are in
24 our department.

25 (Appl ause.)
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1 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROWN- PARK:  Anita, may |
2 be the first to congratulate you. | wsh for you a year

3 filled with love, happiness, little conflicts. Zero

4 conflicts. How does that sound? And may you enjoy every
5 bit of it.

6 It's never an easy responsibility, but I know

7 that you have every skill that you need to take this job
8 on. W have waited so many years for you to come and be
9 holding that gavel and directing us in a new direction.

10 So, Anita, let's pass it on to the next generation and get
11  those new nenbers.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 NATI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK: My fel |l ow
14 menbers, | present to you Anita Biggs, Department

15  President.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you. Al

18 right. Watch out now, |'ve got the gavel. Thank you,

19  everyone.

20 As we enbark once again on a new journey, we take
21  with us the same mssion, that of service to our veterans
22 and their famlies. And if you haven't figured it out

23 yet, ny theme this year is basketball. Not just for the
24  conpetitive sport and the fact that | have two outstanding
25  Dbasketbal | player sons, but for the team concept.
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1 W are the California Dream Team and we will be
2 "Shooting HOOP.S. for Qur Veterans." Honoring Qur

3 Qpportunity to Provide Services for our veterans. So that
4 is the acronymfor HOOQOP.S

5 My eligibility is through nmy late father WIliam
6 C Johnson, better known as "Chief," who dragged ne down
7 to Jackie Robinson Post to play pinocle 22 years ago, that
8 ny nomtaught me to play. Little did | know | woul d one
9 day be your Department President.

10 The first departnent convention | attended was
11 here in Palm Springs in 1993. And yes, | was pregnant

12 with Dillon, nmy baby. And later, eight years ago, | came
13 to be District President here and | was installed in Palm
14 Springs. So Palm Springs is quite special to me.

15 Al so very special to ne is everyone who has

16  helped me along the way in this Auxiliary. First and

17 foremost, | thank All Mghty God for his nercy and

18  gui dance.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Through him al

21 things truly are possible. Secondly, let ne thank ny dear
22 friend, Installing Oficer Nancy Brown-Park, who will soon
23  be our National President.

24 (Appl ause.)

25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you for being
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1 here and installing me as first District President, and

2 now the Department President. You know | love you and Jim
3 very much

4 Thank you to the wonderful installing team ny

5 wonderful friends. | love Linda Wrknman, Distinguished

6 Cuest Chairman. Linda Fercho, Installing

7 Sergeant-at-Arms. M |ove, Kathy Harris-Richardson

8 Installing Marshal. Norma DuVall, Installing Chaplain.

9 252 Color CGuard, please stand.

10 (Appl ause. )

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  You truly are the

12 best. And the 23rd District PomPomGrls. | think

13 they're outside with their pompons. | want to thank

14  Yvonne Dowd. Please stand, Yvonne. She is a beautiful

15 (Appl ause. )

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  -- prof essiona

17 vocalist fromDorie MIller Unit 639, 23rd District. And
18 she's also the lovely daughter of Ms. Ruth O Connor who is
19 here with us today.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: Ruth O Connor graced
22 us for many, many years, and many of these Past Department
23 Presidents |'msure are happy to see Ruth out. Thank you,
24 Ruth, and thank you, Yvonne, for bringing Ruth and your

25 granddaughter as well. Thank you.
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1 Thank you Wantu Robi nson and Taadhi neka Stoval

2 for all your extra special assistance. | thank this

3 anmmzing organization of extraordinary wonen who day in and
4  day out provide confort, food, and goods to our state

5 veterans and their famlies.

6 | thank these Past Departnment Presidents. You've
7 shown me love -- I'Il keep it together -- support, and

8 guidance all these years. Thank you.

9 (Appl ause. )

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: You al|l nmade ne cry.
11 | said | wasn't going to cry. You are my DreamGrls, and
12 that's what you will be known as this year, the Dream

13 Grls.

14 (Appl ause. )

15 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS: | think there's a

16 skin in that. Odette Cuccaro will be leading themout. |
17  can see your costune al ready, COdette. Thank you.

18 Thank you to my Department President, ny queen

19 Bonnie Christner and her husband, Thomas. | |ove you. |
20 wll always be your princess. Thank you.
21 (Appl ause.)
22 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: W were the Pink
23 Dianonds. People are like: Are you going to do Pink
24  Dianonds again? No, no, no nore Pink Dianonds.
25 WII all the menbers of the 23rd District Legion,
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1 Sons, Auxiliary, and Juniors please stand. And that's all
2 ny famly so you all have to stand up.

3 (Appl ause. )

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Thank you, team and
5 23rd District for always standing strong and for your

6 support. | love you all

7 Wul d all menbers of the Jackie Robinson Post

8 252, any Legionnaires are here. | think they're still in
9 session.

10 Except for Beverly. WII| you please stand,

11  Beverly? Stand up, please, Beverly. Please, please,

12 please. | know your legs are bothering you. She is all
13 the way from Menphis, Tennessee to be here today. Thank
14 you, Beverly. | love you, Beverly.

15 (Appl ause. )

16 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  And she's an

17 original old cadet. That's how she used to be right with
18  us.

19 | want to thank the Conmanders Donald Littlejohn,
20  Junior Past Commander, and current commander Tony Mt chel
21 as well. Wuld all nenbers of the Jackie Robinson 252

22 please stand? Unit 252 nenbers.

23 (Appl ause.)

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS: M sisters. M

25 sisters, | love you. | wll never be too far away and
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1 thank you for everything you have done to help me get

2 here.

3 | want to thank you so nuch, Madam Presi dent

4 Taadhimeka Stovall. And | would also like to thank

5 President Elect Judy Allen for all your assistance.

6 WIIl the Sons of the American Legion stand,

7 please. Trey, you're one. Coby and the little ones.

8 (Appl ause. )

9 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you, Sons.

10 Would all nmenbers of the commttee to elect please stand,
11  those of you who are here.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  These are ny girls.
14 | wll never, ever, ever be able to express in words how
15 grateful | amfor all your heart work these past two years
16 to help raise funds for this acconplishment.

17 Chai rman and canpai gn manager, ny big sister --
18 don't look at nme -- Alzora Carter. Please stand.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you for

21 everything and | |ove you very nuch

22 |'"'malso a proud nenber of a nmodeling troop. |'m
23 the actual official comentator. | don't think they coul d
24  make it to be here, but I want to thank themtoo in their
25 absence. They provide me with a lot of fun and | get to
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1 wear makeup and dress up and pretend |I'ma nodel and be on
2 stage. And it's alot of fun, so -- and that young wonman
3 isny -- also a young sister of mne. Her nane is Tania
4  Capree and she's CEO and she's fantastic, so | wanted to
5 thank her in her absence.

6 To all of my friends who are here, thank you for

7 comng out. And all ny sisters in the Auxiliary who |

8 love. | appreciate your support.

9 Last, but certainly not least, | would [ove to
10 acknow edge and thank ny wonderful famly. So would you
11  please stand up?

12 (Appl ause.)

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS: My beautiful nother,
14 Phyllis Delfield. M brother, ny oldest brother who | ooks
15 just like ny father, Bill, Jr.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: My beautifu

18 daughter, mny |ook-alike, Tiara.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS: My son-in-law, who
21 is a Marine, who-ha, and a nenber of the Jackie Robinson
22 Post, MIton Statson.

23 (Appl ause.)

24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS: My | ovely sons.

25 What can | say? | love you guys so nuch. Thank you for
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1 being here. Didwe have to wake you up, Lonnie, to come
2 down? That's Lonnie WIlliamBiggs and that's Dillon Eric
3 Biggs, the ballplayer.

4 (Appl ause. )

3) DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: My beautiful Brandi,
6 fiancee and expectant nmother. M newest grandson, Lil'

7 Lil" Lon, Baby Lon. There you go. M oldest grandson

8 right here. He's due on your birthday, by the way. So ny
9 grandson is right here fromNorth Carolina. Thank you for
10 flying out, Trey.

11 And then we have Caprice Statson. And she's a
12 junior, very active. Wsh she could have been here this
13 weekend to run around.

14 Jacoby, raise your hand, Coby. Jacari. Quit

15 playing with the phone, Jacari, and wave. And Jahee, did
16 he wake up yet? No. He's knocked out.

17 (Appl ause.)

18 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  And, of course, ny
19 soul mate, ny husband, aka, M. Big.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS: | want to thank ny
22 father -- thank you. You all can be seated. Thank you
23 all

24 | want to thank ny father for leading me this

25 way, for watching over me on this day, the day before what
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1 would have been his 83rd birthday. Sorry he's not here to
2 wtness this. He would be crying all over the place.

3 | dedicate this year to ny father and also to

4 Tenia's nother, Sadie, who passed away recently. Both

5 veterans. They are gone, but they will never be

6 forgotten.

7 And also | dedicate this year to ny nentor.

8 Everybody in Unit 252 will go to her and she would be --
9 and she is beamng today. Patty Wite.

10 (Appl ause. )

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: Pl ease stay after,
12 Oficers and Chairmen, for our post-DEC neeting. Wth
13 that said, thank you very nuch for everything that you' ve
14  extended to me.

15 (Appl ause. )

16 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ckay.
17  You can have a seat now. (kay. W have a specia

18 presentation, so Honorary Linda, Distinguished CGuest

19 Chairman, will you please present to the podium-- uh-oh.
20 You're here. Wll, Sergeant-at-Arns and Marshal, please
21  present the Junior -- Junior Past Honorary President and
22 Honorary Junior President and the Honorary President --
23 Talia, cone on up.
24 (Processional .)
25 PAST JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT AVINA:  Sorry
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|"'mnot tall. As we know, nme and Terry had a wonderf ul
year together, but as you know, we all have to retire
sonetine. But we still got Nationals, soit's a plus for
us. And we had Junior Conference and it was a blast. And
for the new el ection of president is Deja Nae, and | want
to recognize her for that because she's a wonderful person
and | think she -- well, | don't think. | know she'll do
a wonderful job at it.

(Appl ause. )

PAST JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT AVINA:  So |ike
we usually do, we have a wonderful hat that we get to pass
on down the years. And | want to give you this hat for
your place, and | signed it for you.

(Appl ause. )

PAST JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT AVINA:  Thank
you.

JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT TRI MBLE:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT TRIMBLE: Hello. |
want to thank the 23rd District for all of their support
and ny Grandma Jackie for helping get this done. | |ove
you.

NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROMN- PARK:  Thank
you. And we have another kind of special group of

Legi onnaires. Actually, they're actually here from our
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1 eligibility and they are the Past Departnent Gophers. And
2 they have a presentation.

3 (Processional .)

4 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO  First of all,

5 President Anita --

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Yes, sir.

7 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO  -- the Past

8 Department Gopher Club congratul ates you.

9 (Appl ause. )

10 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO He's getting

11 ready for this. Thank you for allowng us to present to
12 Lonnie -- if you can please come up, Lonnie.

13 (Appl ause. )

14 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO W need to be

15 patient with the cromd here. Ckay. |'mgoing to save

16 this guy for last. And in his man cave we have sone itens
17 that Peter will describe, but you will probably be needing
18 this comng year. You have 365 days left of this, you

19  know.

20 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: ['mgoing to do
21 ny inpression of Bill Murphy. I'msorry. | |ove you,

22 man, but, Lonnie, this is the disguise that you need

23 Dbecause you won't want to be recogni zed.

24 (Appl ause.)

25 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: Before |
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1 continue, the Gophers, please stand. RT, Thomas, Bill.

2 Ckay.

3 (Appl ause. )

4 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: This is an

5 absorbing junior patch because, Madam President, he's

6 going to be a pain in your back. On, yes. MIk of

7 Magnesia. And here's a little pocket cal endar so you can

8 count the number of tines that she's going to say:

9 "Honey, | need this." "I got a runin ny hose." "I need
10 you to run to here." Count themup, brother. Count them
11 up.

12 Ch, aspirin; you're going to need that. Yeah,
13  you have any idle time on your hand, these are little

14 pinball games. | don't think he's going to be utilizing
15  those.

16 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO. | didn't get a
17  chance to use themeither

18 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: Onh, and a yo-yo
19 while he's sitting there waiting on your wife. Ckay.

20 Because that's all you do is wait with patience.

21 Last, but not |east, handcuffs. | don't know
22 what you're going to do with these. That's between you
23 and Madam President. There's a key in there, so here.
24 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: Ckay.

25 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: But, [ adies,
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1 thank you so much for allow ng us as Gophers to present
2 this to the newest PDG

3 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO  And |'m gi vi ng
4 you the bag also to carry, and you can use it |ike that.
3) PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: Go ahead.

6 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  Lonni e, wel cone
7 to the pack.

8 DEPARTMENT GOPHER Bl GGS: Thank you.

9 (Appl ause. )

10 PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: One |ast thing.
11 | know, Madam President, you said HO QOP.S. is your

12 acronym \What happened to the Lakers?

13 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  The Lakers? Look at
14  ny kids. They like it. They like it.

15 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ckay.
16 | just want to clarify one thing. You're not a PDG yet.
17  You are the gopher. You still have a whole year of work
18 before you get that PDGtitle. W wves want to clarify
19 that before we get too far into this. You're a DG DG
20 And if you need any help, Jimis in training again so he
21 can hel p you.

22 (Appl ause.)

23 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Are
24 you ready? Do you have your gifts? So I'mgoing to

25 actually call out the nanes of the district presidents, so

537
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 if youwll go over there and see Anita, she has a special
2 gift for you. I'mgoing to read them but just come on up
3 Dbecause | know some of themaren't here.

4 So District 1: Kat Conrad. District 2. Barbara
5 Dailey. District 3: Lola Ramey. District 4: Lorinda

6 Dowen. District 5: Wnonah Angier. |I'msorry if | don't
7 pronounce your name correctly. | just got the list so |

8 didn't get to practice.

9 District 6: denda Schultz. District 7. Janie
10 Bandera. District 8 Tammy Manini. District 9:

11  Wendelin Geltz. District 10: Susan Peters. District 11:
12 Beverly Villines. District 12: Lisa Stuart. District

13 13: Mary Hdalgo. District 14: Sandy Uban. District
14 15 Rebecca Hester. District 16: Connie Biggers.

15 District 18: Judy Forrest. District 19: Tammy Sol | azzo.
16 District 20: Kathy Goslin. District 21: Jennifer

17 Bieger. District 22: Karen Bobren. District 23: Sharon
18 More. District 24: Rebecca Stewart-WIson. District

19 25: Debbie Fletcher. District 26: Louann Johnston.

20 District 27: Vella Myers. District 28: Robin

21  Fal kenberg. District 29: Cheryl Neiffer. And District
22 30: Kim Vincent.

23 (Appl ause.)

24 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: W |
25 the Past Departnent Presidents -- don't go anywhere,
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1 (Odette. \Were are you going? Come back. You can't go

2 yet.

3 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: | have somet hing for
4 you.

3) NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  She

6 has a present for you. They're all running out. We're

7 alnost done.

8 NATI ONAL POPPY CHAI RMAN TAYLOR: Not because we
9 wanted to, but the front desk said we had to.

10 PARLI AMENTARI AN KAPSALI S:  Got caught agai n.

11 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  (kay. Since you

12 guys are trying to escape and got caught, | just have

13 little gifts for you. Because you're ny DreamGrls, |'m
14 just giving you a dreamcupful of candy. And | want to
15 thank you all for everything you' ve done.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: Al

18 right. Are there any presentations at this time?

19 Anita, | do have a presentation; | just don't
20 have it. | had planned to give you ny very first Nationa
21 President's coin, but they just aren't quite here yet, so
22 you get the very first coin when it gets here.
23 (Appl ause.)
24 NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  Ckay.
25 DELEGATE PATTERSON:  Afternoon, everybody. MW
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nane is Sandy Patterson |'mwth District 28 and this is
District 12 president and she would |ike to make a
presentation.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  kay. This is a
damit doll. \Wen you think you want to clinb the wall or
stand up and shout, here's a little damit doll you cannot
do without. Just grasp it firmy by the Iegs and find a
place to slamit, and then as you whack the stuffing out,
yell, "Damit, damit, damit."

(Appl ause. )

PAST JUNI OR DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT AVINA:  So since
you are a president now, fromthe Avina famly we would
like to give you this little gift for the next couple
years.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS:  Did you find ny
stuff somewhere? | have this. | have this. | have all
these things. Has sonebody been in ny roonf

(Appl ause.)

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS: | have all this
stuff here. Thank you though. Thank you very much. Your
grandma and | have the sanme |ikes. Thank you very much
Avina famly.

NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK: | | ove
it. | think Anita's famly has a presentation.

MS. TIARA BIGGS: As your children, and I've
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known you the longest, we would |ove to say
congratulations. W 're proud of you. W |ove you. Her
gift isin her room W were kind of straggling trying to
conme out to nake sure everyone got here on tine, but we

| ove you and we are so proud of you.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Thank you, Tiara.

(Appl ause. )

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  And these are
Nancy's two godsons, by the way. They are adopt ed.

NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN- PARK:  They
| ook just like me. Are there any other presentations to
Anita and/or to Terry at this point?

(kay. Boys, cone on down. I'malways a little
scared when they come up here because | don't know what
they're going to do.

PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO. As you can see
we have a group of our Past Department CGophers that are
here. W had our annual dinner when you had the Past
President's dinner, and we came up with a contribution for
your special project, which was Operation Confort. For
Operation Confort we have $180.

(Appl ause. )

PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO. There were ei ght
of us for dinner and we had one prepaid, so representing

of your presidency fromthe gopher club.
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(Appl ause. )
JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Linda

Fercho was nost generous and shared her gopher with ne, so
poor Dennis had nore than one year serving as gopher. And
he's been an excell ent gopher. And being he's still going
to National Convention -- Lonnie, take note. Dennis wll
be a gopher at National Convention not only for Linda, but
for me. Thank you, gentlemen, fromthe bottomof ny
heart.

(Appl ause. )

PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL: The work is never
done. Does this purse make ny hips | ook big?

JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: On
that note, those of you who went to the banquet and
enjoyed the entertainment, you saw who a lot of the
entertai nment was was Gophers.

Did you take note, Lonnie?

NATI ONAL DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BROAN PARK: |
think they're really welcomng him don't you? Boy, oh
boy. How did this get started? That's what | want to
know.

Ckay. Anita.

DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS: | want to thank -- |
did thank the Color CGuard individually, but I want to give

their names. | think they're just fantastic. Qur
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1 co-captain is on the stage -- | nean, our captain, rather,
2 is Sharon Moore.

3 (Appl ause. )

4 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: Bertha Ednondson

5 (Appl ause.)

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Taadhi meka Stoval |
7 (Appl ause. )

8 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Arnay Monroe.

9 (Appl ause. )

10 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BI GGS:  Shirley Jones.

11 (Appl ause. )

12 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS:  Did she | eave? And
13 | want to give special thanks to Bernice Hardy who has

14 hel ped me so much and extended all graci ousness and
15 hospitality and let ne use her house to put her bags and

16  stuff together. So | want to give her a big, big thank

17 you.

18 (Appl ause.)

19 COLOR GUARD STOVALL: Anita, | know you're going
20 to be busy, so | want to give a gift to you. | wll have

21 nmy housekeeper come to you because | know you're not going

22 to have tine.

23 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS:  Whoo- whoo.
24 (Appl ause.)
25 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT Bl GGS: (Gkay. Thank you,
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1  Taadhi neka.

2 At this time | would Iike the Sergeant-at-Arms or
3 Mrshal to please bring Junior Past President Terry

4  Mkesell to the podium

5 (Processional .)

6 DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT BIGGS: | told her |'m going
7 to curl her hair. I'mgoing to curl it. Thank you for

8 all the help you gave ne this year. And it's been a true
9 eye-opening experience, and | won't say any nore.

10 At this time | wll return the gavel to our

11 Junior Past President to close her convention.

12 JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank
13  you. To start with, will the Sergeant-at-Arms and Marsha
14  please escort to the station Christopher Affolter fromthe
15 Sons of the Anerican Legion and a couple of Conrades for a
16  special presentation.

17 (Processional .)

18 DETACHVENT COVMANDER AFFOLTER: | amvery excited
19 to be able to address you today. | love the Auxiliary.
20  The Auxiliary has supported the Sons of the Anmerican
21 Legion as our nothers for many, nmany years.
22 Today is a very special day that we're able to
23 give an award to a special lady here. And it's inportant
24 to our Detachnent because she's in support of -- she
25 supports our Detachnent greatly.
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And | just got to say that this is going to be --
at least | hope so for you, that it's going to be
Inportant to you. It's inportant for the Sons of the
American Legion, Anerican Legion Auxiliary -- oh, yeah,
understand. |'ve got to conpose nyself.

Thank you so much. It's been a | ong weekend.

Qur convention is over. W got through our DEC and a | ot
of business was done. And | can tell you that we did one
maj or thing this weekend that | would like to tell you is
that we spent -- we had del egation funds that were |eft
over fromthe convention and we spent it and gave it to
the American Legion for the VA&R Foundation so that our
service officers can continue to do what they're doing for
our veterans.

(Appl ause. )

DETACHVENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  Qur Detachnent
Executive Commttee has approved a goal of mne to raise
at |east $10,000 for that same conmmission for this year
and | know that our Detachment --

(Appl ause. )

DETACHVENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  And | know t hat
our Detachment will be able to do that. And I'm asking
for your support and hel p because I know that the
Auxiliary has always been there for us and | really

appreciate you. And congratulations on our new president

545

www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 and | hope to be working with you very closely this year

2 so that we can strive for your goals as well as ours.

3 And Juni or Past Terry, thank you so much for

4 putting up with ne and allowing ne to cone over here since

5 | mssed | think, what, three appointnents. And we've

6 been very busy, but it's an honor to be here with you

7 today. So | would like to turn this over if | can for the

8 award.

9 JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Do
10 you want to have the Sergeant-at-Arns and Marshal escort
11 you?

12 DETACHVENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER: He's al ready up
13 here. [|'mgoing to introduce Tim Del gado, Past Nati onal
14 Vice Commander of the West to be able to give this award
15 today. He's ny Public Relations Chairnan.

16 (Appl ause. )

17 PAST NATI ONAL VI CE COWANDER DELGADC.  Good

18 afternoon, ladies. It's been a great pleasure to be here
19 in front of you again to present our Auxiliary Menber of
20 the Year award presented by the Sons of the Anerican

21 Legion. And this year's recipient is Lisa Stuart from
22  Post 872.

23 (Appl ause.)

24 DETACHVENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER: In recognition of
25 your outstanding | eadership and service to the principles
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of the Sons of the Anerican Legion and for your efforts on
behal f of the Anerican Legion Famly given by the Sons of
the American Legion June 2013.

(Appl ause. )

DI STRICT 12 PRESI DENT STUART: This is really
nice. Sometimes it pays off to do your husband's reports.
Thank you.

(Appl ause. )

DETACHVENT COMWANDER AFFOLTER:  Yes, that's it.
Thank you very nuch.

JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank
you. Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, please escort our
guests fromthe room

(Processional .)

JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL
Before | proceed to the closing of this convention, allow
me to say a fewwords. First of all, sincere
congratul ations to all of you who were just installed.

W have come to the close of another year filled
with great feats and nagic, overcomng of so many high
hurdl es of personalities, age, and creative fundraising
with all of you as participants addi ng anot her menorabl e
chapter to the history of our organization. W have
continued our mssions and visions for our veterans, our

famlies, our children, and youth and communities wth our
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dedi cated service exenplifying our nmotto: Veterans, Qur
Bi ggest Treasure.

Thanks to you all for the great honor and
privilege of having served you as our Departnent
President. | will treasure all the friendships and
goodness you have given ne.

|s there any further business to come before this
convention?

(No response.)

JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Thank
you, ladies. |If not, Chaplain Marge Rye will offer

prayer.

CLCSI NG | NVOCATI ON

CHAPLAIN RYE: Bow your heads and uncover. (h,
gracious and loving God, we thank you for having come to
us and being with us throughout this year, giving us your
| ove and your gui dance.

W ask you to take that sane |ove and gui dance
and distribute it to the new regime who will be taking
over. Thank you for all of the blessings you have given
us. And we ask that you protect our troops, their
famlies, and all those who are in harms way.

Thank you al so for President Terry for her year
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of wonderful, wonderful service and all of her officers
and chai rmen who have hel ped serve this organization
t hroughout the year. W praise you and thank you and we
ask for your guidance always and your presence is al ways
here, as we know it.

W ask that you take us all hone safely as we

| eave this convention. W praise your holy name, anen.

ADJ OURNVENT

JUNI OR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESI DENT M KESELL: Unti
we neet again, let us renenmber that our obligation to our
country can only be fulfilled by the faithful perfornance
of all duties of citizenship. Let service to the
community, state, and nation be our main objective in the
American Legion Auxiliary and its menbers. Let us be able
to watch over the organization and ourselves, that nothing
shal | swerve us fromthe path of justice, freedom
denocracy, and loyalty.

The Col or Bearers will retire the Colors of
District 2. You know, I'mnot a crier. | usually get
pissed, but | don't cry. Sorry. The Color Bearers wll
retire the Colors of District 2 and Shasta Unit 197.

My Sergeant-at-Arms, with the Distinguished Guest

Chairman, wll retire this Junior Past President. When |

549

www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

1 reach the back of this room this 94th convention of the
2 Anerican Legion Auxiliary California will be adjourned.
3 (Processional .)

4 (The Anerican Legion Auxiliary Convention

5 was adjourned at 1:36 p.m)
6

7

8

9

550
www.firstdepositionreporterscom  (888) 981-3376 (DEPO)



FIRST DEPOSITION REPORTERS & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

A 0N

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) ss.
COUNTY OF STANI SLAUS )

I, Karen A. Andasola, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in the State of California, holding Certificate
Nurmber 10919, do hereby certify that the Anerican Legion
Auxiliary - Department of California 94th Annual
Convention was taken Sunday, June 30, 2013, at the time

and place set forth on the first page hereof.

That upon the taking of the nmeeting, the words of

the American Legion Auxiliary - Departnent of California
94t h Annual Convention nenbers were witten down by ne in
stenotypy and thereafter transcribed by conputer under ny
supervision; that the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of the oratory given by the American Legion
Auxi liary - Departnent of California 94th Annual
Conventi on nenbers.

| further certify that | am neither counsel for
nor in any way related to any party to said neeting, nor
Iin any way interested in the result or outcone thereof.

Dated this 11th day of July, 2013, at Modesto,

Cal i forni a. 5 ;l [

Karen A. Andasola, CSR No. 10919
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            1                     AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY



            2                      DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA



            3                       94th ANNUAL CONVENTION



            4                  SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2013; 8:38 A.M.



            5                     PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA



            6



            7                           CALL TO ORDER



            8



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Ladies, please



           10     close the doors on the right.  Okay.  Ladies, those of you



           11     who have money left on the membership drive this weekend,



           12     Danielle just reported we have taken in $3,593.



           13              (Applause.)



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Now the other



           15     side of the coin is we still need $765 more.  So if you



           16     didn't drink all your money last night, if you would maybe



           17     dig a little deeper and pass the money to our little



           18     leprechaun.  Like I said, we only need $765 more.  Thank



           19     you, ladies, for the generosity and excellent job you have



           20     done.



           21              Okay.  Ladies, the convention session is



           22     reconvened.  I think my gray hair was -- green hair was



           23     too tight last night.  Marge Rye, the Department Chaplain,



           24     will offer the invocation.



           25
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            1                             INVOCATION



            2



            3              CHAPLAIN RYE:  Good morning, ladies.  We've kind



            4     of thinned out a little bit, haven't we?  If we can bow



            5     our heads, please.  Oh, heavenly father, we do thank you



            6     for all of this, for the convention and everything that



            7     you have brought to us during this session.  We thank you



            8     for being with us and guiding us through this and for all



            9     the friendship and comradeship and loving connections that



           10     we have had during this.



           11              We ask that you guide us through this last day of



           12     the convention and that you bless all of our new officers



           13     and chairman in their duties that they are about to



           14     perform.  And, Lord, we ask that you watch over and take



           15     care of Margaret Quinones who was taken to the hospital



           16     last night.  She's doing okay; they're just keeping her



           17     for observation right now.  And we ask that you be with



           18     her and protect her.



           19              And, Lord, thank you for President Terry for the



           20     wonderful year that she has given us and for being there



           21     at her side.  And protect us all as we go home from this



           22     convention today, for all those leaving and going home.



           23     And we just thank you for all the blessings that you have



           24     given us.  You are so generous and gracious to us all.  In



           25     thy holy name, we pray.  Amen.
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Amen.  Before we



            2     proceed with the roll call, will R2D2 along with C3PO,



            3     escort to the front John Sines, Ray Santiago, Dave Smith,



            4     and Raul Rodriquez, Six-Time State Color Guard Champion,



            5     Five Times National Color Guard Champion.  Welcome the



            6     Sons of the American Legion Color Guard.



            7              (Processional.)



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning,



            9     gentlemen.  Which one of you foxes wants to speak?  Come



           10     on, Dave.



           11              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  Good morning, ladies.



           12              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Good morning.



           13              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  Good morning, ladies.



           14              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Good morning.



           15              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  That sounds better.  Just to



           16     let you know, we are the Six-Time State, Five-Time



           17     National Champion.



           18              (Applause.)



           19              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  And as I do say myself, Raul



           20     Rodriguez, Roy, aka Ray, Santiago and John Sines we'll



           21     bring back number 6.



           22              (Applause.)



           23              COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN SINES:  My name is John



           24     Sines.  I'm the captain of the Color Guard.  On behalf of



           25     the Color Guard we'd like to give this coin to the
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            1     incoming new president for '13-'14.  '13-'14?  I get



            2     confused on dates.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN SINES:  And that has American



            5     Legion Family, all four symbols:  The Legion, the



            6     Auxiliary, the Sons, and the Riders.  And on the other



            7     side is POW/MIA.  It's a beautiful coin.  They're going to



            8     be a collector's item.



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           10     gentlemen.  Are you ready to leave with R2D2 and



           11     Chewbacca?



           12              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  I was told that I need to do



           13     one thing.  Because I guess I'm the go-to guy.  I was told



           14     by Past President Fercho I better say hello to my wife.



           15     Not only is she my wife, she's my confidante, my best



           16     friend, and not only that, my lover.  Kathy Smith.



           17              (Applause.)



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           19     gentleman.  Are you guys to show us any of your stuff?



           20              (Applause.)



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  No moves for us



           22     this morning?



           23              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  Huh?



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  No moves for us



           25     this morning?
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            1              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  That was last night.



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Will



            3     Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, along with our Distinguished



            4     Guest Chairman, please escort these gentlemen from the



            5     room.



            6              (Processional.)



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Nice looking



            8     group of gentlemen.



            9              Madam secretary will call the roll call of



           10     department officers, chairman, and district presidents,



           11     please.



           12



           13                             ROLL CALL



           14



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning,



           16     ladies.



           17              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Good morning.



           18              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Are we all excited



           19     that it's Sunday morning?  And we're all excited to watch



           20     Anita and everyone else get sworn in.  That's going to be



           21     so much fun, isn't it?



           22              All right.  I don't know whether I'm sad to say



           23     this or not, but this is the last time I'm going to say



           24     Madam President, the Wiz, the roll call.



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Please.  I'm
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            1     here.



            2              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Vice President Anita



            3     Biggs.



            4              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Good morning.



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Secretary Peggy



            6     Vogele is here with one last little "roar."   NEC woman



            7     Linda Fercho, present.



            8              NEC CHAIRMAN FERCHO:  Present.



            9              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Chaplain Marge Rye.



           10              CHAPLAIN RYE:  Present.



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



           12     Historian Carol Fuqua.



           13              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  History continues on in the



           14     great ALA.



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Parliamentarian Ruby



           16     Kapsalis.



           17              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Here.



           18              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Musician Kat Conrad.



           19              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  Having a few technical



           20     difficulties this morning.



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  And one reminder,



           22     District 1 still needs to pick up their membership cards



           23     in the department office.



           24              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  It's a work in progress.



           25              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.
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            1     Sergeant-at-Arms Gloria Williams.



            2              SERGEANT-AT-ARMS WILLIAMS:  Here.



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Marshal Cherie



            4     Galvan.



            5              MARSHAL GALVAN:  Present.



            6              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Finance Committee



            7     Chairman, Norma Billings.



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Excused.



            9              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  Here.



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  She's here.



           11     She's hiding.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  They're financing.



           13     Senior Member of Finance, Kathie Martinez.



           14              SENIOR FINANCE MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Good morning.



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



           16              Junior Member of Finance, Geri Fitzpatrick.



           17              JUNIOR MEMBER OF FINANCE FITZPATRICK:  Here.



           18              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Advisory Committee



           19     Chairman Sue Hooker.



           20              ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HOOKER:  Here.



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Advisor Committee



           22     Member Odette Cuccaro.



           23              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Present.



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Advisory Committee



           25     Member Pilar Reyes.
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            1              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER REYES:  Present.



            2              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Chairmen.



            3     Americanism, Loretta Marsh.



            4              AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN MARSH:  Present.



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Auxiliary Emergency



            6     Fund, Diana Moreno.



            7              AEF CHAIRMAN MORENO:  Present, but not for long.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Children & Youth,



            9     Susie Tozier.



           10              CHILDREN & YOUTH CHAIRMAN TOZIER:  The stars are



           11     here, but not bright.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Community Service,



           13     Karen Karanickolas.



           14              COMMUNITY SERVICE CHAIRMAN KARANICKOLAS:



           15     Present.



           16              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Constitution &



           17     Bylaws, Anita Biggs.



           18              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I'm here.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Good.



           20     Convention Commission Chairman Linda Caples.



           21              CONVENTION COMMISSION CHAIRMAN CAPLES:  Good



           22     morning.



           23              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



           24     Convention Chairman Estella Avina.



           25              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Everyone's in their
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            1     rows.



            2              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Credentials, Donna



            3     Scott.



            4              CREDENTIALS CHAIRMAN SCOTT:  Present.



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Distinguished Guests



            6     Chairman Linda Workman.



            7              DISTINGUISHED GUESTS CHAIRMAN WORKMAN:  I think



            8     someone is stuck.



            9              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Editor Estella



           10     Avina.



           11              EDITOR CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Here.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Education, Wendy



           13     O'Brien.



           14              EDUCATION CHAIRMAN O'BRIEN:  The magic gypsies



           15     are still here.



           16              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Education, Kathy



           17     Harris.



           18              ELECTIONS CHAIRMAN HARRIS:  Here.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  I'm sorry.



           20     Elections, Kathy Harris.



           21              ELECTIONS CHAIRMAN HARRIS:  Oh, still here.



           22              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  I was promoting you



           23     to something new.



           24              Girls State Chairman Dona Enright.



           25              GIRLS STATE CHAIRMAN ENRIGHT:  Are you from Girls
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            1     State?



            2              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Yeah, yeah.



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Girls State Director



            4     Sherry Schneider is excused.  Junior Activities, Linda



            5     Hayes.



            6              JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN HAYES:  Good morning.



            7              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



            8     Junior Conference Director Stacey Platt is excused.



            9     Leadership, Diane DeLashmit.



           10              LEADERSHIP CHAIRMAN DeLASHMIT:  Here.



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Legislative, Linda



           12     Fercho.  Linda, are you here?



           13              LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN FERCHO:  Yes, I am.



           14              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Membership, Danielle



           15     White.  We know she's working membership.  National



           16     Security, Tami Bell.



           17              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  She was here.



           18              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Past



           19     Presidents Parlay, Norma DuVall.



           20              PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY CHAIRMAN DuVALL:  Good



           21     morning.



           22              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



           23     Poppies, Michelle Soares.



           24              POPPIES CHAIRMAN SOARES:  Remembering your



           25     veterans.
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            1              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Public



            2     Relations, Joan Cannon.



            3              PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN CANNON:  Present.



            4              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Resolutions,



            5     Margaret Quinones is excused.



            6              Rules, Barbara Davis.



            7              RULES CHAIRMAN DAVIS:  Good morning.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning,



            9     Barbara.



           10              VA&R, Harriet Clendenin.



           11              VA&R CHAIRMAN CLENDENIN:  Good morning.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.  Ways



           13     & Means, Jean Cooley-Desmeules.  She's out in the hallway



           14     counting.



           15              Okay.  District presidents.  Number 1, District



           16     1, Kat Conrad.



           17              DISTRICT 1 PRESIDENT CONRAD:  Riding that magic



           18     carpet home today.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Nancy Johnson,



           20     District 2.



           21              DISTRICT 2 PRESIDENT JOHNSON:  (Inaudible.)



           22              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  I'm sorry,



           23     Nancy, can you say that again?  I interrupted you.



           24              DISTRICT 2 PRESIDENT JOHNSON:  (Inaudible.)



           25              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Very good.  Thank
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            1     you.



            2              District 3, Lola Ramey.



            3              DISTRICT 3 PRESIDENT RAMEY:  Here.



            4              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 4, Lori



            5     Dowden.



            6              DISTRICT 4 PRESIDENT DOWDEN:  Here (inaudible).



            7              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good for you.



            8     District 5, Jean Mueller.



            9              DISTRICT 5:  This district still has a sweet



           10     thing for our veterans.



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 6, Alice



           12     Pambid.



           13              DISTRICT 6:  Good morning, Madam Wiz.



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning,



           15     ladies.



           16              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 7, Beverly



           17     Chapman.



           18              DISTRICT 7:  Time for the golden girls.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 8, Tammy



           20     Manini is excused.



           21              District 9, Dolly Rios.



           22              DISTRICT 9 PRESIDENT RIOS:  Here.



           23              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 10, Susan



           24     Peters.



           25              DISTRICT 10 PRESIDENT PETERS:  Here.
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            1              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 11, Beverly



            2     Villines.



            3              DISTRICT 11 PRESIDENT VILLINES:  (Inaudible.)



            4              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 12, Lisa



            5     Stuart.



            6              DISTRICT 12:  We've come to see the Wizard, the



            7     champions of District 12.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 13, Donita



            9     Faltesek.



           10              DISTRICT 13:  Shazaam, Madam President.



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 14, Sandy



           12     Urban.  District 14?



           13              DISTRICT 14 PRESIDENT URBAN:  Good morning.



           14              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



           15     District 15, Genieca Risner.



           16              DISTRICT 15:  Day four of the convention and



           17     we're all still here.  We wouldn't want you to forget us



           18     because we'll be back next year.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 6, Marion



           20     Rocha-Carlos.



           21              DISTRICT 16:  Sixteen.



           22              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  I'm sorry, District



           23     16.



           24              DISTRICT 16:  Good morning, Madam President.



           25     (Inaudible.)
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Now Linda got



            2     that memo, but it doesn't mean she can read.



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 18, Dona



            4     Enright.



            5              DISTRICT 18:  We're the enchanted trolls doing



            6     what we can in the land of good and we are giving a



            7     helping hand.  Supporting those who serve us on land and



            8     air and sea.  We give them all that they deserve because



            9     they keep us free.  Our mission and our purpose is no



           10     fantasy.  Even though our name implies, enchanted we must



           11     be.  We all stand together united as a team to work our



           12     mystical magic and accomplish all our dreams.



           13              (Applause.)



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Impressive,



           15     ladies.



           16              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 19, Tammy



           17     Sollazzo.



           18              DISTRICT 19:  Cock-a-doodle-do, we'll miss you.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 20, Ann



           20     Philcox.



           21              DISTRICT 20:  Good morning, Madam President.



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning.



           23              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  And District 20, can



           24     you stop by the Department Office and pick up your



           25     membership cards.  Thank you very much.
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            1              District 21, Jeri Johnson.



            2              DISTRICT 21:  Good morning, Madam President.



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning,



            4     ladies.



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 22, Barbara



            6     Love.



            7              DISTRICT 22:  Good morning, Fairy Godmother.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 23, Liz



            9     Jones.



           10              DISTRICT 23:  Good morning, Madam President.



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 24, Rebecca



           13     Stewart-Wilson.



           14              DISTRICT 24:  Magic is gone.



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 25, Kathryn



           16     Doran.



           17              DISTRICT 25:  (Singing.)  Bye, Madam President



           18     Terry.



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Bye, ladies.



           20              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 26, Louann



           21     Johnston.



           22              DISTRICT 26:  Go Magics.



           23              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 27, Vella



           24     Meyers.



           25              DISTRICT 27 PRESIDENT MEYERS:  Good morning.
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            1              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.



            2     District 28, Liz Doidge.



            3              DISTRICT 28:  The jesters are going home from the



            4     throne.



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Ruby didn't get



            6     that memo.



            7              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 29, Cheryl



            8     Neiffer.



            9              DISTRICT 29:  Hail and farewell.



           10              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 30, Belen



           11     Telford.



           12              DISTRICT 30:  Good morning, madam president.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Good morning,



           14     ladies.



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Hospital reps.  Mary



           16     Lou Warner is excused.  Wendy O'Brien.



           17              HOSPITAL REP O'BRIEN:  Still here.



           18              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Lori Sullivan is



           19     excused.  Mary Sinopoli, our honorary Mary Sinopoli is



           20     excused.  Pat Klang.



           21              HOSPITAL REP KLANG:  Here.



           22              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Ruth Briggs is



           23     excused.  Cindy Simmons.



           24              HOSPITAL REP SIMMONS:  Good morning.



           25              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Good morning.  Mavis
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            1     Kanka.



            2              HOSPITAL REP KANKA:  Here.



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Pat Alvarez.



            4     Okay.  Earlene Paige.



            5              HOSPITAL REP PAIGE:  Here.



            6              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Hermine Fosmark is



            7     now honorary.  I won't be saying her name anymore.  She's



            8     been excused.  Angie Acosta.



            9              HOSPITAL REP ACOSTA:  Here.



           10              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Lois Cornish.



           11              HOSPITAL REP CORNISH:  I'm here.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madeline Lee.



           13              HOSPITAL REP LEE:  Here.



           14              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  And last, but not



           15     least, Peggy Grabski.



           16              HOSPITAL REP GRABSKI:  Here.



           17              SECRETARY/TREASURER:  Okay.  May I get a bottle



           18     of water, please?



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Certainly.



           20



           21                         READING OF MINUTES



           22



           23              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam President, may



           24     I proceed with reading the minutes of our past convention



           25     in Redding?
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  The DEC minutes.



            2     I didn't have you down, but if you want to do the DEC



            3     minutes, that's fine with me.



            4              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  That's what I



            5     thought you said.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's okay.



            7              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  All right.



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It was yesterday,



            9     Peggy, and I'm old.



           10              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  The minutes



           11     from the post-convention DEC, Redding, California, Sunday,



           12     June 24th, 2012.  Department President Terry called the



           13     meeting to order.  A motion was made by Department



           14     President Terry to elect Peggy Vogele as the 2012-2013



           15     secretary/treasurer.  It was seconded and passed.



           16     Department President Terry Mikesell administered the oath



           17     and pledge to the secretary/treasurer Peggy Vogele.



           18              Officers and chairmen and district presidents



           19     were in attendance to receive packets from the Department



           20     President and Membership Chairman Danielle White, review



           21     of the membership goals and information and new membership



           22     data and information on the new membership database.  With



           23     no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



           24              Madam President, I move to have these minutes



           25     accepted.
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Are there any



            2     corrections to the minutes?



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  No, I don't have



            4     any.  I don't know if anybody else does.



            5              (No response.)



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  All those in



            7     favor, say aye.



            8              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



            9              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Minutes from the



           10     Department Executive Committee Meeting, Travis Air Force



           11     Base, January 12th through 13th, 2013 began on Saturday



           12     January 12th, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. hours and ended at --



           13     ended on January 13th -- January 13th at 11:30 hours.



           14              Actions taken:  Finance committee, personnel



           15     policies page 6 now reads:  "Benefit program.  Social



           16     Security, Unemployment/State Disability Insurance/Paid



           17     Family Leave, health insurance, life, and dental.



           18     Permanent part-time employees are not eligible for



           19     employer paid health insurance, life insurance, or dental



           20     insurance.  The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of



           21     California reserves the right to amend or terminate the



           22     benefit plans, excluding those benefits mandated by the



           23     State and/or Federal government.  Each employee will be



           24     responsible to pay 30 percent or a minimum of $100 per



           25     month under health, life, and dental insurance."  That's
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            1     what it reads.



            2              It now reads:  "Benefit program:  Social



            3     Security, unemployment/State Disability Insurance/Paid



            4     Family leave, dental insurance at no cost to the employee.



            5     Permanent part-time employees are not eligible for



            6     employer paid health insurance, life insurance, or dental



            7     insurance.  The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of



            8     California reserves the right to amend or terminate the



            9     benefit plan, excluding those mandated by the State and/or



           10     Federal government."



           11              That motion was moved, seconded, and was approved



           12     by consensus.



           13              To use First Disposition Reporter as the court



           14     reporter for the June 2013 convention in Palm Springs was



           15     moved, seconded, and approved by consensus.



           16              Girls State budget.  Income $225,850.  Expense.



           17     Food was 79,000.  Housing was $106,000, for a total of



           18     $212,130.  That Girls State budget was moved, seconded,



           19     and approved by consensus.



           20              American Essay titles for 2013-2014.  Group I,



           21     grades 4 and 5:  Why Should I Show Respect to the American



           22     Flag?  Group II, grades 6 and 7:  How Can I Make a



           23     Difference Where I Am?  Group III, grades 8 and 9:  What



           24     Does the Pledge of Allegiance Mean to Me?  Group IV,



           25     grades 10 and 12:  Why Should I Care About the Elections?
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            1     Group V, exceptional needs:  What is a Veteran?  That was



            2     moved, seconded, and approved by consensus.



            3              The following units to be put on probation, taken



            4     off, or surrendered.  This list was approved by -- a



            5     motion was made, seconded, and consensus.  I'm going to go



            6     ahead and read off the list:  Hoopa Unit 415, District 1,



            7     remain on probation until June 2013.  Hopland Unit 529,



            8     District 1 to remain on probation until June 2013.  Dixon



            9     Unit 208, District 5 is placed on probation until June



           10     2013.  Clinton McCausland Unit 190, District 11 was



           11     removed from probation.  The Sharp General Depo Unit 632,



           12     District 11 was removed from probation.  Willow Glen Unit



           13     318, District 13 was to remain on probation until June



           14     2013.  Firebaugh Unit 346, District 14 was placed on



           15     probation until June 2013.  Center State Unit 511,



           16     District 14 was placed on probation until June 2013.



           17     Moorpark Unit 205, District 16 was to remain on probation



           18     until June 2013.  San Dimas Unit 475, District 18 was to



           19     remain on probation until June 2013.  Chilelli Memorial



           20     Unit 888, District 18 was to remain on probation until



           21     2013.  City of Paramount Unit 134 was placed on probation



           22     until June 2013.  Houghton Park Unit 650, District 19 was



           23     placed on probation until June 2013.  Sunland Tujunga Unit



           24     377, District 20 was taken off probation.  Newhall Saugus



           25     Unit 507, District 20 was taken off probation.  Owen
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            1     Coffman Unit 519, District 21 was removed from probation.



            2     Morrison Memorial Unit 574, District 21 was removed from



            3     probation.  Steele Town Unit -- Steele Town Incorporated



            4     Unit 772, District 25 was to remain on probation until



            5     June 2013.  San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was placed on



            6     probation -- I'm sorry.  Unit 409, District 26 was placed



            7     on probation until June 2013.  Santa Ana Unit 131,



            8     District 29 was placed on probation until June 2013.  Seal



            9     Beach Unit 857, District 29 was placed on probation until



           10     June 2013.  Quechan Unit 802, District 30 was placed on --



           11     was to remain on probation until June 2013.



           12              Madam President, I move to accept the minutes



           13     from the DEC at Travis Air Force Base in January.



           14              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Second.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved



           16     and seconded to accept the DEC meetings from January 2013



           17     at Travis Air Force Base.  Are there any questions or



           18     corrections?  Recognizing Tammy Sollazzo.



           19              DISTRICT 19 PRESIDENT SOLLAZZO:  District 19, you



           20     said Unit 650.  It should be Unit 560.



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Yes.  Pardon me.



           22     You're right.  I will correct that.  Thank you.



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Recognizing Sandy



           24     Jacob.



           25              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT JACOB:  District 13, I



                                                                         436

�





            1     don't think that's correct name and number.



            2              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 13, 318



            3     Willow Glen.



            4              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT JACOB:  318 Willow



            5     Glen, yes.



            6              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  District 13 was to



            7     remain on probation until June 2013.



            8              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT JACOB:  Okay.  I



            9     thought it said something else.  Sorry.



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  She did.



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Thank you.



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Sandy.



           13     Are there any other questions or corrections?



           14              (No response.)



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



           16     those in favor, say aye.



           17              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



           19              (No response.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



           21     Peggy, after this would you please send those to the



           22     office to copy so everybody can have a copy of them



           23     available?



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Sure.



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.
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            1              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Minutes from



            2     the Preconvention Department Executive Committee Meeting,



            3     Palm Springs, California, June 27th, 2013.



            4              Beginning on Thursday June 27th at 7:15 in the



            5     morning and ending at 9:50 hours.  Actions taken -- first



            6     I'm going to start out with the districts again.  These



            7     all were moved and seconded and approved by consensus.  So



            8     I'm not going to -- I'm going to come back.  Do you want



            9     to do District 1 now?



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yeah, Cat is



           11     ready.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Since



           13     District 1 was not at the DEC, I think she has two motions



           14     to make that we will be able to amend at this time in our



           15     motion.



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Recognizing



           17     District 1, Kat Conrad, District 1 president.



           18              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  Madam President, I move to



           19     place Hoopa 415 to remain on probation until --



           20              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  January 2014.



           21              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  January 2014.



           22              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Second.



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved



           24     and seconded to keep Hoopa Unit --



           25              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  415.
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  415 on probation



            2     until January 2014.  Is there any discussion?



            3              (No response.)



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



            5     those in favor, say aye.



            6              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



            8              (No response.)



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



           10     Continue, Kat.



           11              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  Madam President, I move to have



           12     Hopland 529 remain on probation as well until January



           13     2014.



           14              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Second.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved



           16     and seconded to keep Hopland --



           17              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  529.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  -- 529 on



           19     probation until January 2014.  Is there any discussion?



           20              (No response.)



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



           22     those in favor, say aye.



           23              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



           25              (No response.)
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, so



            2     moved.  Is that all?



            3              MUSICIAN CONRAD:  Kat, that's it.



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, young



            5     lady.



            6              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam President, I



            7     move that we amend the minutes to add Hoopa Unit 415 to



            8     remain on probation until January 2014.



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Peggy, we haven't



           10     approved them yet so we don't need to amend them yet.



           11     Just continue on.



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  All right.  George



           13     A. Thompson Unit 544, District 1 was removed from



           14     probation.  Clifford Harter Unit 163, District 3 -- pardon



           15     me.  I'm sorry.  Oh, they were surrendered.  I'm sorry.



           16     They were surrendered.



           17              Benicia Unit 101, District 5 was placed on



           18     probation until January 1, 2014.  Dixon Unit 208, District



           19     5 was to remain on probation until January 2014.  Smith



           20     Bolton Unit 58, District 12 was placed on probation until



           21     January 2014.  Willow Glen Unit 318, District 13 is to



           22     remain on probation until January 2014.  Diosdado M.



           23     Franco 714, District 13 was placed on probation until



           24     January 2014.  Madera Unit 11, District 14 was placed on



           25     probation until January 2014.  Firebaugh Unit 346,
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            1     District 14 is to remain on probation until January 2014.



            2     Center State Unit 511, District 14 is to remain on



            3     probation until January 2014.  That was District 14 if I



            4     didn't say so.



            5              Guadalupe Unit 371 was placed on probation until



            6     January 2014.  Moorpark Unit 502, District 16 to remain on



            7     probation until January 2014.  San Dimas Unit 745 was



            8     placed on -- San Dimas Unit 475, District 18 was placed on



            9     probation until January 2014.  Chilelli Unit 888, District



           10     18 was placed on probation until January 14th, 2014.  City



           11     of Paramount Unit 134, District 19 was to remain on



           12     probation until January 2014.  Houghton Park Unit 560,



           13     District 19 is to replaced on probation until January



           14     2014.  Eugene A. Obregon Unit 804, District 19 was placed



           15     on probation until January 2014.  Eagle Rock Unit 276 from



           16     District 20 was placed on probation until January 2014.



           17     Steele Town Unit 772, District 25 was placed on probation



           18     until January 2014.  San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was



           19     surrendered.  Santa Ana Unit 131, District 29 was placed



           20     on probation until January 2014.  Seal Beach 857, District



           21     29 was surrendered.  Quechan Unit 802 from District 30 is



           22     to remain on probation until January 2014.



           23              For the department policies, the proposed change.



           24     This is in regards to working hours.  As now written:



           25     "Regular employees:  The workweek for regular employees



                                                                         441

�





            1     shall be five days, Monday through Friday, with a 40-hour



            2     max.  The hours of work shall be worked between the hours



            3     of 8:30 and 4:30 or otherwise prearranged with a one-hour



            4     lunch period -- one half hour lunch period.  Nonexempt



            5     employees will report work on timesheet at beginning and



            6     ending of shift and also at lunch break."



            7              The proposed change was or is:  "Regular



            8     employees:  The work week shall be five days, Monday



            9     through Friday, with a 40-hour max.  The hours of work



           10     shall be worked between the hours of 8:00 and 4:00 or



           11     otherwise prearranged with a one half hour lunch period.



           12     Each nonexempt employees will report work on timesheet at



           13     beginning and ending of shift and also at lunch break."



           14              This was moved, seconded, and approved by



           15     consensus.



           16              This next section was added into the personnel



           17     policies:  "Regular employees:  The work week for regular



           18     employees shall be five days, Monday through Friday, with



           19     a 40-hour max.  The hours of work shall be worked between



           20     the hours of 8:30 and 4:30 or otherwise prearranged with a



           21     one-hour lunch period -- one half hour lunch period.



           22     Nonexempt employees will report work on timesheet at



           23     beginning and ending of shift and also at lunch break.



           24     Exempt employees:  Department Secretary/Treasurer shall be



           25     compensated one-half day for each day worked beyond normal
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            1     workweek at the DEC committee meeting and department



            2     convention."



            3              This was in the minutes from the Ontario



            4     convention in 2011 and never made it to the policies.  The



            5     motion was made, seconded with -- and approved with



            6     consensus.



            7              Do you want to address -- do you want me to



            8     continue or do you want to address Belen?



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Well, since I



           10     don't have a copy of the minutes, but I think we're going



           11     to have a correction already from District 16, Marion



           12     Rocha.



           13              DISTRICT 16 PRESIDENT ROCHA-CARLOS:  Moorpark 502



           14     was removed from probation.



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Moorpark 502.



           17              Belen Telford, District 30.



           18              DISTRICT 30 PRESIDENT TELFORD:  Yes, I need a



           19     correction on Quechan Unit 802.  It's been taken off



           20     probation.



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Thank you.



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Correction was to



           23     remove Quechan -- what's the number?



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  802.



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  802 from
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            1     probation.



            2              Ann Philcox, District 20.



            3              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  Yeah, I'm



            4     speaking in regards to what she just spoke about in the



            5     minutes about the half day.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  We're just



            7     going to take one subject at a time.



            8              Tammy, do you have a -- let me take Tammy first.



            9              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT SOLLAZZO:  Unit 134,



           10     Paramount was removed from --



           11              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  That's what I



           12     thought.  That's what I thought.  Thanks.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Donita.



           14              DISTRICT 13 PRESIDENT FALTESEK:  I move to take



           15     Willow Glen 318 off probation.



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  It's been



           17     moved and seconded to take Willow Glen 318 off probation.



           18              Sandy?



           19              DISTRICT 14 PRESIDENT URBAN:  Yes, it was Unit 11



           20     that was going on probation and it was --



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Wrong Sandy.



           22     Wait just a second.  Sandy Jacob.



           23              See, the problem is, ladies, the District



           24     President was not at the DEC.  Donita, do you want to wait



           25     on this, and Sandy?  Thank you, ladies.
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            1              Okay.  Sandy Urban, do you have a question on



            2     District 14.



            3              DISTRICT 14 PRESIDENT URBAN:  Yes.  I put 11 on



            4     probation.  I removed State Center and Firebaugh 346.



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Yeah.  Thank you.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Sandy.



            7              Okay.  Continue, Peggy.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  A section that says



            9     overtime:  It currently reads:  "Nonexempt employees.



           10     Authority to accrue overtime must be approved in advance



           11     in writing by the Secretary/Treasurer and recorded on the



           12     timesheet.  Nonexempt employees working overtime in excess



           13     of 40 hours (State Labor Law) in any one week will receive



           14     payment at a rate of time and a half for overtime worked.



           15     Nonexempt employees may not take time off in lieu of



           16     overtime pay.  (State Labor Law requires overtime pay for



           17     overtime worked)."



           18              The proposed change, which was moved, seconded,



           19     and approved by consensus:  "Overtime:  Nonexempt



           20     employees.  Authority to accrue overtime must be approved



           21     in advance in writing by the Secretary/Treasurer,



           22     Department President, and Department Finance Committee



           23     Chairman and recorded on the timesheet.  Nonexempt



           24     employees working overtime in excess of 40 hours (State



           25     Labor Law) in any one week will receive payment at a rate
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            1     of time and a half for overtime worked.  Nonexempt



            2     employees may not take time off in lieu of overtime pay.



            3     (State Labor Law requires overtime pay for overtime



            4     worked)."



            5              Attendance report.  It currently reads:



            6     "Attendance report.  Overtime must be shown on a weekly



            7     attendance report.  This report is to be signed by the



            8     employee and approved by the secretary/treasurer."



            9              The proposed change that was moved, seconded and



           10     approved by consensus:  "Attendance report:  Overtime must



           11     be shown on a weekly attendance report.  This report is to



           12     be signed by the employee and approved by the



           13     secretary/treasurer, Department President, and Department



           14     Finance Committee Chairman."



           15              In regards to holidays, it currently reads:



           16     "Paid holidays (On the following holidays, the Department



           17     office will be closed):  New Year's Day; Martin Luther



           18     King Day; Presidents' Birthday, which is the third Monday



           19     in February; Memorial Day; Independence Day, July 4th;



           20     Labor Day; Columbus Day; Veterans Day, November 11th;



           21     Thanksgiving Day, Thanksgiving Friday, Christmas Eve,



           22     Christmas Day.  All holidays will be observed on days as



           23     scheduled by the Federal Government.  Holidays that fall



           24     on the Sunday will be observed on Monday.  No additional



           25     holidays will be authorized without prior approval of the
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            1     Department President."



            2              The proposed change that was moved, seconded, and



            3     approved by consensus:  "All holidays will be observed on



            4     days as scheduled by the Federal Government.  Holidays



            5     that fall on Saturday will be observed Friday or Sunday



            6     will be observed on Monday.  No additional holidays will



            7     be authorized without prior approval of the Department



            8     President."



            9              Nonexempt employees.  It currently reads:



           10     "Nonexempt employees.  Employees may be separated or



           11     terminated at any time by the Secretary/Treasurer with the



           12     approval of Department President with just cause or during



           13     the probation period.  A separated employee shall be paid



           14     that salary and vacation time which they have accrued at



           15     the date of discharge.  No allowance will be paid for



           16     accrued sick except as delineated above."



           17              It's now to read -- a motion was made, seconded,



           18     and approved by consensus.  "Exempt employee:



           19     Secretary/Treasurer may be separated at any time during



           20     the probation period with just cause.  In the event of



           21     termination of the Secretary/Treasurer during probationary



           22     period, the Department President and Vice President will



           23     together and in person notify" -- I'm sorry.  This is



           24     still part of the nonexempt and exempt.  We're still on



           25     the first part.  It currently reads:  "In event of
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            1     termination during probationary period, the Department



            2     President and Vice President will together and in person



            3     notify the Secretary/Treasurer of discharge.  (Refer to



            4     Department Constitution)."



            5              Now the proposed change that was moved, seconded,



            6     and approved by consensus:  "Employees may be separated,



            7     terminated at any time by the Secretary/Treasurer with



            8     approval of the Department President or during a probation



            9     period.  A separated employee shall be paid the salary of



           10     vacation time which has accrued to the date of discharge.



           11     No allowance shall be paid except as delineated below.



           12     Exempt employees:  Secretary/Treasurer may be separated at



           13     the time during probation period.  In the event of



           14     termination of the Secretary/Treasurer during probationary



           15     period, the Department President and Vice President will



           16     together and in person notify the Secretary/Treasurer of



           17     discharge."



           18              What was removed was the phrase "with just



           19     cause."  This was voted on actually and it was in the



           20     minutes from the convention in 2008 but was never taken



           21     out of the personnel policies.



           22              We have a new addition to the personnel policies.



           23     "Property.  Employer property.  Property of the American



           24     Legion Auxiliary (employer) shall include but is not



           25     limited to computers, copiers, faxes, files, reports,
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            1     confidential correspondence, and shall not be removed,



            2     tampered with, or otherwise altered.  Exception will be



            3     made for the Department Secretary when attending the DEC



            4     meeting and the Annual Department Convention and National



            5     Convention.  Personal property:  The employee is



            6     discouraged from bringing personal property of value to



            7     work.  The employer will not be responsible for loss or



            8     damage to personal property left on the premises."



            9              Again, this addition was moved, seconded, and



           10     approved by consensus.



           11              The very tail end.  The policy currently reads:



           12     "These policies updated August 2012 have been read by the



           13     undersigned employee.  A copy has been distributed to



           14     employees and is confirmed by signature of the Department



           15     Secretary/Treasurer."



           16              The proposed change that was moved, seconded, and



           17     approved by consensus:  "These policies updated June 2013



           18     have been read by the undersigned employee.  A signed copy



           19     has been distributed to the employees and is confirmed by



           20     signature of the Department Secretary/Treasurer.  A copy



           21     of this acknowledgment will be placed in the employee's



           22     personnel file."



           23              A motion was made and it was seconded and



           24     approved by consensus that employee Julie Norman was to



           25     receive a one-time $500 bonus.
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            1              Proposal for the new auditor was received and it



            2     is noted that Wai S. Chui, CPA, will not prepare the



            3     organization's Federal and State tax returns for the



            4     fiscal year of June 30, 2013.  His proposal was to be



            5     tabled -- pardon me.  His estimated fees and services,



            6     excluding expenses, will not exceed $15,000.  This -- the



            7     motion on hiring Wai Chui was to be tabled.



            8              Yesterday on the floor when the budget was



            9     approved, the budget was approved for an auditor's fee of



           10     $15,000.  The budget was approved to have the auditor fee



           11     changed to $9,000.  I was unaware and -- that another



           12     auditor has been submitted to the Department of



           13     California, so we need to go back and remember all of you



           14     who were there Thursday morning and you were at the



           15     preconvention DEC?  Can you all stand up?



           16              Norma, do you want to talk about this or make the



           17     motion on this?  Yeah, okay.  Thank you.



           18              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  Madam



           19     President, may we have the finance chairman make a motion?



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Norma, do you



           21     want to come to the microphone, please?



           22              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  May I



           23     propose or make this motion, Madam President?



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  You may.



           25              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  Okay.  We'd
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            1     like to accept this proposal from Troy Van Sloten.  He is



            2     proposing approximately 9,000 for his services to do our



            3     financials and he also includes our organization's Federal



            4     and State and information returns.



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved



            6     and seconded to accept Troy Chui?



            7              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  Troy,



            8     T-R-O-Y.



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  T-R-O-Y, Troy.



           10              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  It's



           11     actually Troy Van Sloten.



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Troy Van Sloten



           13     as our new auditor for $9,000.  Is there any discussion?



           14              (No response.)



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



           16     those in favor say aye.



           17              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



           19              (No response.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           21     ladies.  Thank you, Norma.



           22              FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BILLINGS:  Thank you,



           23     Madam President.



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam President,



           25     then I would like to amend my minutes from the DEC to add
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            1     in that it was decided that Troy Van Sloten will be the



            2     new auditor for the year 2013-2014.



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  I may be



            4     confused.  Isn't that what I just did?



            5              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  No.  I'm asking to



            6     amend my DEC minutes.



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  It's --



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  So now I'm asking to



            9     change my minutes.



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Are you



           11     done with the minutes?



           12              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Yes, I am.  I am.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Now the



           14     Department Secretary/Treasurer has moved to amend her



           15     minutes.



           16              Nancy, are you going to the microphone?



           17              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  After she does



           18     this, then I'll speak.



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Go ahead,



           20     Nancy.



           21              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  I guess I need



           22     some clarification.  We just voted for this auditor.  Is



           23     this the auditor we voted for yesterday --



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes.



           25              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  -- that's going
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            1     to save us the money that we're voting on now?



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes.



            3              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  Thank you.



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Chair recognizes



            5     Ruby Kapsalis, Past Department President.



            6              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Madam Department



            7     President, would you please postpone this report until we



            8     get copies so we can review what's being said on this



            9     microphone before we approve anything?  I make that



           10     motion.



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved



           12     and seconded to wait on the vote of the minutes until we



           13     have a copy of them.  Is there any discussion?



           14              Cindy, did you want to speak?



           15              HOSPITAL REP SIMMONS:  I just had a clarification



           16     too on the minutes before they are put out.  My



           17     understanding from the committee is on the nonexempt



           18     employee status that you were to get one half day for



           19     the -- for the full day worked, but that was to include



           20     National Convention, not just --



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  No, ma'am.  No,



           22     ma'am, that did not pass.



           23              HOSPITAL REP SIMMONS:  All right.



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  I was not asking for



           25     National Convention.  I was asking for any other type of
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            1     required activity over a weekend where I was supposed to



            2     be like this one where I'm going to be there from Saturday



            3     to Sunday.  I was just asking to have the other weekends



            4     where I'm required to be.  I wasn't asking for National.



            5     I was just asking for that.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Ann Philcox,



            7     District 20.



            8              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  Yeah, that



            9     morning at that meeting when we were voting on this



           10     particular, we tabled it and we were going to go back to



           11     it.  And when we went back to it, it was said that we had



           12     already passed it.  We hadn't even voted on it.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.



           14              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  On the half day.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Ladies, now that



           16     it's been moved and seconded and our discussion is to wait



           17     until we have copies of these that what we're going to be



           18     voting on.  So that will be an issue that will come up



           19     when we're -- when we all have a copy.



           20              DEPARTMENT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  So that will be



           21     today before we --



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.  You



           23     know, the lucky thing is, you guys, I'm going to be here



           24     until Monday those of you who are interested in --



           25              DEPARTMENT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  I won't.
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Those of you who



            2     are interested in going home, guess what, I'm staying the



            3     night.  So I'm here, baby.



            4              Okay.  That's right.  Okay.  The motion is to



            5     wait until we have a copy of these before we vote.  Is



            6     there any further discussion?



            7              (No response.)



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



            9     those in favor, say aye.



           10              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



           12              (No response.)



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  So carried.



           14              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam President, may



           15     I go back to the department office so I can change the



           16     amendments and bring them back?  Bring them back, the



           17     minutes that have been amended?



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



           19              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Thank you.



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.  Now



           21     we have another fox in the house.  He foolishly came back.



           22     My good buddy, Dave.  Let me tell you something, this dude



           23     is a real fox.  Will the Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal



           24     along with the Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort



           25     Mr. Dave Smith who belongs to the lucky lady Kathy to the
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            1     station.



            2              (Processional.)



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, sir.



            4              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  Good morning, ladies, again.



            5              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Good morning.



            6              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  Madam President, on behalf of



            7     the Color Guard, and I know it was given to the incoming



            8     president, we are giving you an honorary pin because



            9     you're awesome.



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



           11              COLOR GUARD SMITH:  And you have to understand,



           12     men are goofy.  We have nothing up here.  If my wife does



           13     not give me direction, I am lost.  However, she helps me



           14     find my way.  But, no, there was just a snafu and as a



           15     point of order we would like to give you a challenge point



           16     also.  Thank you.  And I'm glad you're not playing Gangnam



           17     Style.  Thank you.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.  Will



           19     the Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, along with the



           20     Distinguished Guest Chairman, escort Mr. Dave Smith from



           21     the station.



           22              (Processional.)



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           24     ladies.  Okay.  Now we're going to have a little bit of



           25     fun.  Today is my District President, Nancy Johnson's,
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            1     birthday.  She's from District 2.  Miss Nancy, would you



            2     please rise?  Okay.  Everybody, let's sing.



            3              (Singing.)



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



            5     ladies.  I have to introduce our court reporter as Karen.



            6              No, I didn't tell them how old you were.



            7              Karen, our court reporter.  Karen, thank you.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  At this time we



           10     will continue with our chairman's reports.  Has Grandma



           11     Stella escaped again?



           12              EDITOR CHAIRMAN AVINA:  No.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Oh, good.  We're



           14     going to hear from the Editor, Estella Avina, and then



           15     she's going to change her hat and be the Conventions



           16     Chairman, Estella Avina.



           17



           18                           EDITOR REPORT



           19



           20              EDITOR CHAIRMAN AVINA:  I will change my hat,



           21     yes, you're right.  Okay.  Finally.  Sorry about that.



           22              Anyway, Madam President, this chairman was a



           23     little busy this year.  We did manage, however, to have



           24     articles in nine Legionnaire publications, three website



           25     issues, three Family Page issues and three two-page
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            1     Auxiliary issues for a total of 64 articles and 16 photos.



            2     These numbers are not bad, but I wish they were more.



            3              I really don't know what we need to do to



            4     convince these officers and chairmen and Auxiliary members



            5     that it doesn't hurt to submit an article.  I'm not



            6     judgmental on writing or errors.  I do not change anyone's



            7     articles.  My job is to check for misspelling words and



            8     make sure that it is correct format and that they have a



            9     place in the current issue to get in the Legion Editor for



           10     final check, and then off to the printer.  I hope in the



           11     future that you will -- that if you are a little skittish,



           12     that you will call me and I will walk you through it.



           13              Madam President, I thank you for this



           14     appointment.  I also have learned that we are now being



           15     charged by the label and not by the issue, so to me this



           16     means that the larger our membership, the bigger the cost.



           17     There is an opt out choice that will save the department



           18     money:  Get your Legionnaire by e-mail.  You will have



           19     this issue at least a week faster than if it went out in



           20     the mail.  So that is an option.  And I know that everyone



           21     doesn't have a computer, but those of you that do have



           22     that option.



           23              Madam President, this concludes my report.



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           25     Stella.
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            1              EDITOR CHAIRMAN AVINA:  You're welcome.



            2              (Applause.)



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  By your applause,



            4     you accept this report.  We want to hear from the



            5     Convention Chairman, please.



            6              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  What do you want to



            7     hear?



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  You see, Stella



            9     and I have a date tonight out by the pool.



           10              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Oh, yes, we do.  I



           11     told her, okay, I'm staying Sunday because I have to make



           12     sure everything is cleaned up and everything is taken care



           13     of and that nobody leaves anything.  And, of course, you



           14     know, I live in Arizona, and that's a five-and-a-half to



           15     six-hour drive and I don't like to drive at night.  I'm



           16     not a good nighttime driver.



           17              God, I love that grandchild.



           18              Anyway, so I said Sunday after everybody is gone,



           19     we're going to have a big margarita.  So that's what I'll



           20     be doing while you guys are driving home.  Anyway, I don't



           21     have a written report for you.



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Your committee.



           23              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  My committee.  I will



           24     introduce them because I didn't do that, and I apologize



           25     on that.  Judy.  Judy, I've known Judy for a thousand
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            1     years.  She was in charge of the raffles out there.



            2              (Applause.)



            3              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  And my co-chairman,



            4     by the way, is Phyllis Jordan.  Phyllis, stand up.



            5              (Applause.)



            6              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Phyllis and I have



            7     been doing conventions for many, many years and, boy,



            8     we're getting tired.



            9              Our District President, Jeri Johnson.  Jeri, you



           10     were a great help.  Thank you for helping.



           11              (Applause.)



           12              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Marge Rye was of



           13     course our florist and she was in charge of flowers.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Diane Velvetas, she



           16     was in charge of our babies, our junior babies.



           17              (Applause.)



           18              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  You have to go to the



           19     right.  Thank you.  Sue Romero, where is she at?  She was



           20     our luncheon chairman and also my unit president.



           21              (Applause.)



           22              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  And then the rest of



           23     the 21st District who was asked to do something and were



           24     always doing something for us.  And so, 21st District,



           25     stand up for a round of applause.
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            1              (Applause.)



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



            3     ladies.  An awesome job.



            4              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  We do apologize for



            5     -- you know, I've always said that I think everybody



            6     should do a convention because we would have less



            7     comments.



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Comments.



            9              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Comments, you know.



           10     You can do your best to make sure that it's perfect, and



           11     Murphy's Law is something is going to go wrong.  And it



           12     just seems when some little thing goes wrong, it just kind



           13     of pulls down and gets big.  And the more people you have



           14     screaming in your ear, it gets worse.



           15              So, ladies, we love you and we know that you want



           16     everything to be wonderful, but it just doesn't work out



           17     that way.  And we do know that if you have patience, we



           18     will work it out.  We're not going to just -- we don't



           19     make mistakes just to give you something to complain



           20     about.



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Stella, are you



           22     going to mention the entertainment at the banquet?



           23              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  How many of you were



           24     at the banquet last night?  Did you not love that



           25     entertainment?
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            1              (Applause.)



            2              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Anyway, we almost



            3     gave our Department President a stroke, especially when



            4     the men started taking off their shirts.  I think the



            5     lights went out right after because they were getting



            6     really into that strip tease.



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  RT almost found



            8     his buttons when the lights went out.



            9              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  I was surprised my



           10     husband even went out there.  I'm expecting to see it on



           11     YouTube really, seriously.  But it was hysterical.  We had



           12     a lot of good sports last night, we really did.  And I



           13     appreciate all their help because it just turned out to be



           14     really great.  It started off with a bang, but it turned



           15     out to work out really well.  And I did appreciate



           16     everybody's volunteerism and their good sportsmanship.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           18     Stella, very, very much.  Can we please give her a



           19     standing ovation?



           20              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Oh, you don't have



           21     to.  Come on.



           22              (Applause.)



           23              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Thank you, ladies.  I



           24     appreciate it.



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you very
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            1     much.



            2              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  And when I moved to



            3     Arizona, my husband said, "Okay, are you done with the



            4     ALA?"  And I said, "Yeah."  I've been busier since I moved



            5     to Arizona than when I was here.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



            7     Stella.  Our next chairman will be Ways & Means, Jean



            8     Cooley-Desmeules, and Susan Peters, Member, and Chris De



            9     La Rosa, Member.  And then we'll hear from Resolutions.



           10     So those who are going to help Margaret Quinones will now



           11     be helping.  So if you would please come up with the



           12     Resolutions.  Barbara Love and Susan Peters, I believe you



           13     were the two lucky candidates.



           14



           15                        WAYS & MEANS REPORT



           16



           17              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  Madam



           18     President, I hope my voice lasts.  But technology this



           19     weekend sucks.  My computer and my printer stopped



           20     talking --



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  All right.



           22              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMULES:  -- so I



           23     don't have a printed report, but I will e-mail everybody a



           24     report.



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.
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            1              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  Okay.



            2     Good morning, Madam President Terry and all of the amazing



            3     members of the State of California and the American Legion



            4     Auxiliary.  We, the Ways & Means Committee members, would



            5     like to thank you for awesome membership of the Auxiliary



            6     this past week.  By the support of our opportunity table,



            7     the TV and notebook drawing, purchasing the Italian



            8     charms, and all of the items in our general store, with



            9     your support we were able to bring in a total of $4,659.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  Which



           12     will be turned in to the finance table as we come off the



           13     stage.  I would like to take this opportunity to introduce



           14     my Ways & Means Committee.  I have Chris De La Rosa, who



           15     is my co-chair.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  Susan



           18     Peters as the committee member.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  We the



           21     committee would also like to thank the help that we



           22     received during our busy times.  Yolanda from District 19,



           23     thank you.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  We would
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            1     also like to thank everyone for their donations to our



            2     fantastic opportunity table.  Without your generosity it



            3     would not have been such a huge success.  There is only



            4     one prize not claimed, and we don't know who it really is.



            5     It is Judy and it has a 28 on it.  Okay.  We now know.



            6              Okay.  Now for everybody who's been waiting for



            7     the 50/50 drawing, Madam President, would you do the



            8     honors of pulling the ticket?  The winner will be going



            9     home with $160 cash.



           10              Okay.  And the winner is Judy Forest, District



           11     18, Unit 830.



           12              (Applause.)



           13              WAYS & MEANS CHAIRMAN COOLEY-DESMEULES:  We'll



           14     meet you down here at the end so we can give it to you.



           15              Thank you again, Madam Terry, for this concludes



           16     the Ways & Means Committee report.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Jean,



           18     excellent job.  Now we'll hear from past Department



           19     President Odette for the Resolutions and her committee,



           20     Susan Peters from District 10 and Barbara Love from



           21     District 22.



           22



           23                         RESOLUTIONS REPORT



           24



           25              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Madam
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            1     President, the Resolutions Committee met on Thursday, June



            2     27th in Canyon Suite A at the Doral Hotel.  By consensus



            3     of the delegates shall be devolved of District 6 served as



            4     secretary.  Melanie Taylor of District 5 served as



            5     Chaplain, and Yvonne Matt of District 16 served as



            6     Sergeant-at-Arms.



            7              The meeting was opened with prayer and a Pledge



            8     of Allegiance.  Roll call showed 14 delegates and five



            9     guests present.  The committee agreed on the following



           10     report.  The code was read and no changes were made.  This



           11     chairman reported that no resolutions were received prior



           12     to convention and that there were no emergency



           13     resolutions.



           14              Madam President, this concludes the report of the



           15     Resolutions committee.  And with your permission, Madam



           16     President, we will now present the courtesy resolution.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  You have my



           18     permission.



           19              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  May they be



           20     accepted by consensus?



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  They may.



           22              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Assisting me



           23     in reading the resolution are Susan Peters from District



           24     10 and Barbara Love District 22.  Thank you, Madam



           25     President, for appointing these great ladies.  I have
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            1     enjoyed working with them.  We're going to ask Barbara to



            2     read the first five, please.  Or I guess Susan.



            3              DISTRICT 10 PRESIDENT PETERS:  Whereas, the



            4     management and staff of the Doral Hotel Resort have been



            5     efficient and courteous; and, whereas, they have made our



            6     stay most comfortable and enjoyable; now therefore be it



            7     resolved that we express our gratitude for their



            8     outstanding service and cooperation.  And be it further



            9     resolved that a letter of appreciation be sent to Suzette



           10     Cross, Doral Hotel director of sales and marketing.



           11              Whereas Chairman Estella Avina, Co-Chairman



           12     Phyllis Jordan and their committee have done an



           13     outstanding job of providing for our comfort and enjoyment



           14     during this department convention.



           15              And, whereas, President Jeri Johnston and the



           16     members of District 21 have extended their warm and



           17     gracious hospitality and have made us all feel welcome.



           18              Now, therefore be it resolved, that we express



           19     our appreciation to Jeri, Phyllis, Estella, and her



           20     committee for being such wonderful hosts and for making



           21     this a successful meeting; and be it further resolved that



           22     a copy of this resolution be sent to Jeri Johnston,



           23     Estella Avina, and Phyllis Jordan.



           24              Whereas throughout the years the Past Department



           25     Presidents continue to serve, to participate in, and to
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            1     support the programs of American Legion Auxiliary



            2     Department of California; and whereas collectively, they



            3     have shared a treasure chest of knowledge, wise counsel,



            4     and humor with us and their presence has added much to the



            5     success and fun of the department convention; now



            6     therefore it be resolved that we express our appreciation



            7     to the past department presidents for their dedication and



            8     continued service to our organization by giving them a



            9     standing ovation to show our gratitude and love.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              DISTRICT 10 PRESIDENT PETERS:  Whereas,



           12     Department Secretary/Treasurer Peggy Vogele and the office



           13     staff continue overseeing and carrying out the daily



           14     operation of the department office, managing their



           15     respective areas with care and efficiency; and whereas,



           16     Peggy and her staff continue to combine their efforts and



           17     cooperate with American Legion and our Department Office



           18     to meet and adapt to changes brought on by the move needed



           19     in order to begin retrofit of the War Memorial Building;



           20     now therefore be it resolved that we express our sincere



           21     appreciation to Peggy and her staff for their capable



           22     administration of the department office.



           23              Whereas, Talia Avina has served our department



           24     well as honorary representing the juniors of our



           25     department with grace and dignity and proving herself a
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            1     worthy role model for our younger juniors to emulate; and



            2     whereas, she has attended this convention to bring



            3     greetings on behalf of the juniors of California, the



            4     Department President Terry, and the members and guests



            5     assembled here; now therefore be it resolved that we



            6     convey to Talia our appreciation and our pride in her and



            7     contribution to our great organization.  And be it further



            8     resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to Talia



            9     Avina.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Barbara will



           12     continue with the courtesy resolutions.  Barbara.



           13              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Thank you.  A number



           14     of distinguished guests found time in their busy schedules



           15     to attend our department convention meeting to bring



           16     greetings; and whereas, it was an honor to welcome them



           17     and hear their informative remarks.  Now therefore be it



           18     resolved, that we express our appreciation with a round of



           19     applause to the following for their attendance at this



           20     meeting; and be it further resolved that a copy of this



           21     resolution be mailed to each and that a copy be sent to



           22     the Department American Legion office.  Alan Lennox,



           23     Department of California National Executive Committee;



           24     Bill Siler III, Adjutant, the American Legion Department



           25     of California; Frank Granado, Department Vice Commander
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            1     5th Area, the American Legion; Jim Bieger, Commander



            2     District 21 the American Legion; Chris Affolter,



            3     California Detachment Commander; John Lee, Commander, the



            4     American Legion Convention Corporation; Pancho Villa,



            5     President of the American Riders.  Thereas, the American



            6     Legion Department Commander Ken Kramlich has graciously



            7     taken time out of his busy schedule to join us at this



            8     meeting of the American Legion Auxiliary; and whereas, his



            9     cooperation and working together concrete the bond within



           10     the California American Legion Family and further the



           11     program of our organization.  Now therefore be it resolved



           12     that we express our appreciation to Commander Kramlich for



           13     cooperation and courtesies extended to our Department



           14     President during their travels, the department and his



           15     presence at this department convention.  And be it further



           16     resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to the



           17     department commanders and the department office of the



           18     American Legion.



           19              Whereas, the leadership and talent of a number of



           20     our members have been recognized by the national



           21     organization and they are currently serving the American



           22     Legion Auxiliary in various programs, we ask that they



           23     rise and remain standing until all of the list have been



           24     called.  Now therefore be it resolved that we express our



           25     appreciation to the following for the honor and prestige
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            1     they bring to the Department of California.  Linda Fercho,



            2     National Executive Committee Woman and Western Division



            3     Membership Chairman.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Nancy Brown-Park,



            6     National Chairman, Human Service, Long-Range Strategic



            7     Planning Committee, and National Foundation.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Melanie Taylor,



           10     National Poppy Chairman.



           11              (Applause.)



           12              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Pilar Reyes, Western



           13     Division Legislative Chairman.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Liz Coral, she's not



           16     here, but she's Western Division National Security.



           17              (Applause.)



           18              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Anita Biggs, Member,



           19     National Legislative Committee.



           20              (Applause.)



           21              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  LuAnn Capazzi,



           22     National VAVS Deputy and Committee Member Veterans



           23     Creative Arts Festival.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Lou Thompson, Member
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            1     National Public Relations Committee.



            2              (Applause.)



            3              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Diane DeLashmit,



            4     Western Division Poppy Chairman.



            5              (Applause.)



            6              DISTRICT 22 PRESIDENT LOVE:  Let's give a hand to



            7     these ladies for a job well done.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Whereas, it



           10     is with pride and devotion and love that we send our own



           11     Nancy Brown-Park to National Convention in Houston where



           12     she is expected to be elected and installed as National



           13     President.  And whereas, in the light of the heavy



           14     traveling she will be doing as she goes about her official



           15     duties, it is fitting that we wish her Godspeed and good



           16     health on her journey.  And whereas, many of our members



           17     will not be at the National Convention, let us now share



           18     in the joy and excitement of having a National President



           19     from California after many years.



           20              (Applause.)



           21              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  And now



           22     therefore be it resolved that we express our love and best



           23     wishes for a successful and memorable year to our own



           24     Nancy Brown-Park with a standing ovation.  You guys did it



           25     before I asked for one.  Be it further resolved that we
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            1     have a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Nancy.



            2              (Applause.)



            3              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Whereas,



            4     Department President Terry Mikesell has shown able



            5     leadership and friendliness as she greeted or represented



            6     our members throughout the State of California.  And



            7     whereas, her motto:  Veterans, our biggest treasures,



            8     reminded us to refocus our priorities and inspire us to



            9     strive to surpass service, previous heights of service



           10     while her theme, magical, mystical fantasy, has brought



           11     humor and fun to the good work of our Unit.  And whereas,



           12     her inspired idea of holding a midyear department



           13     executive committee meeting at Travis Air Force Base and



           14     inviting the national president to join us was a



           15     first-time event for California as this helps us get a



           16     better idea of what a military base is like as well as



           17     meeting National President Peggy.



           18              Now therefore be it resolved that the members and



           19     guests assembled at this convention express our love and



           20     gratitude to our wizard, Department President Terry, with



           21     a standing ovation for her novel idea.



           22              (Applause.)



           23              ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER CUCCARO:  Madam



           24     Department President, I'm speaking from our -- Madam



           25     Department President, I'm speaking for Margaret.  Thank
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            1     you for this appointment.  It has been a pleasure to serve



            2     you and our department as Resolutions Chairman.  This



            3     concludes the resolution report.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  By consensus, you



            6     have accepted the resolution.  Thank you Odette, Sue, and



            7     Barbara.  Appreciate it so very, very much.



            8



            9             PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS PRESENTATIONS



           10



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  At this point in



           12     time we're going to have the Past Department Presidents



           13     please line up prior to their presentation.  At this time,



           14     Barbara LaDoucer, please come to the microphone on the



           15     right and make your presentation.  And as you know, it's



           16     been tough on the Past Department Presidents because



           17     Margaret is in the hospital, Diane is in her room very,



           18     very ill, and so I'm really tough on these past department



           19     presidents.



           20              Barbara LaDoucer, District 4.



           21              PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER:  On behalf of all of you,



           22     you helped raise by personally --



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Barbara, speak in



           24     the microphone, please.  Can't hear you.



           25              PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER:  I'm doing this not
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            1     because she's a Department President, but because she's a



            2     very good friend.  But because of you and the pens, we've



            3     been able to raise $167 for you, but I still have more to



            4     go.



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you very,



            6     very much, Barbara.  And what are we going to do with that



            7     money?  Are you giving that money to the membership cause?



            8     My special project.



            9              PERSONAL PAGE LaDOUCER:  Special project.



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, ma'am.



           11     Past Department President LuAnn.



           12              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CAPAZZI:  Good morning.



           13     This doesn't want to stay here.  Okay.  On behalf of the



           14     Past Department Presidents, we are donating to the



           15     Veterans Affairs & Rehab program TFA Fund, $150.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CAPAZZI:  While I'm up



           18     here, standing in for Diane DeLashmit, who is not feeling



           19     well right now, on behalf of Virginia Gandy's Engineers,



           20     Judy Lloyd's Editors, and Diane DeLashmit's Circus Acts --



           21     do we have very many in the audience from these three



           22     groups?  Stand up and be recognized.  Engineers, Editors,



           23     Circus Acts.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CAPAZZI:  We give $10
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            1     to the Junior Auxiliary Scholarship, $170 to VA&R, and



            2     $170 to AEF.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CAPAZZI:  How about my



            5     Ship Captains?  Do we have any Ship Captains in the room?



            6     Good.  We've had an addition since our meeting.  $62 for



            7     the Auxiliary Emergency Fund, 62 to the PPP Nurses



            8     Scholarship, 62 to the Junior Scholarship, 62 to Girls



            9     State, and 62 to the General Fund.  Thank you, Madam



           10     President.



           11              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT WORKMAN:  Are any



           12     Linda's Workmen in the room?  Oh, there's -- the Workmen.



           13     We're donating $10 to the Past Department Presidents'



           14     Junior Scholarship and $100 to the VA&R TFA.



           15              (Applause.)



           16              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Are there



           17     any Park's Patriots here?  I see one.  I see -- oh, two.



           18     Where's your money?  You didn't give me any money.  Come



           19     on, Linda.  I didn't recognize I was that old.



           20              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT FERCHO:  Here you go.



           21              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Oh, and



           22     there's a check too.  Okay.  I'll come back.



           23              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT KAPSALIS:  Would



           24     Shelby's Actresses, Margaret's Dream Catchers, Jerry's



           25     Cards, Goldie's Golden Leaks, and Ruby's All Stars please



                                                                         476

�





            1     stand.



            2              Thank you, ladies.  We are donating $285 to the



            3     VA&R Temporary Financial Assistance to be added to the



            4     2013-14 budget and used this year, finance committee, for



            5     the VA&R TFA.  There's $285 is to be added on top of what



            6     was approved.  Thank you.



            7              (Applause.)



            8              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT HOOKER:  Sue's



            9     Lighthouses, Melanie's Balloons Pilots, Margie's Chefs,



           10     Willie's Bandleaders, and Ronnie's Roses.  Anybody in the



           11     audience that belongs to any of these groups, please



           12     stand.  Over there.  Okay.  On behalf of these groups, we



           13     donate $425 to the VA&R TFA.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT HOOKER:  Did you ladies



           16     hear that?  Yes.  Okay.  Thank you.



           17              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT FERCHO:  Per everything



           18     that's happened today, you can see I made mistakes on this



           19     too.  I'm not doing very good as the youngest PPP.



           20     Actually, Terry is the newest.



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Wait a minute.



           22     You have a few more minutes.  If you want to excuse me



           23     now, I'll be glad to leave the room.



           24              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT FERCHO:  Not really,



           25     but are any Rodeo Queens out there?  Yeah.  All right.
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            1     Rodeo Queens, we were able to donate $250 for the Veterans



            2     TFA for 2013-14 and $50 to the Junior Conference supplies.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CUCCARO:  I know there



            5     are Performers out there and I know there are some



            6     Penguins, but on behalf of the Performers and Penguins, we



            7     are donating $10 to the Past Department President Junior



            8     Scholarship and $90 to the VA&R.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT LEE:  Okay.  Are there



           11     any Bev's Stars in the house, Madeline's Love Princesses,



           12     Linda's Racers, Pilar's Musicians, and Norma's Birds of



           13     Paradise?  All you guys stand up.  We have $600 to donate.



           14     $200 to TFA for Veterans for this year, $200 to the



           15     Disaster Fund, and $200 to Junior Conference.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT LEE:  And I had a



           18     last-minute donation from my Bird of Paradise.  So 20



           19     bucks to membership.



           20              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT JACOB:  And I just know



           21     there's got to be some of Sandy's Colonels in the



           22     audience.  Please stand up.  There's a few out there.



           23     Thank you very much.  Okay.  We have raised $170 for



           24     donations to VA&R TFA.



           25              (Applause.)
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            1              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CHRISTNER:  I have to



            2     go after that short person over there.  On behalf of



            3     Betty's Bears, BJ's Torch Runners, and Bonnie's Prom



            4     Princesses -- I'm sorry.  Are there any of you out there?



            5              (Applause.)



            6              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CHRISTNER:  Well, you



            7     know at the Past Department Presidents' dinner we kind of



            8     decided if our dear presidents are no longer with us, then



            9     we need to stop just not taking up collections for them,



           10     but somebody had already given me money -- Pilar, thank



           11     you very much -- for my mother, Betty's Bears and Ramona



           12     gave me money for BJ's Torch Runners and asked me if I



           13     please wouldn't go ahead and contribute that.  So this is



           14     something that we'll have to talk about in the near



           15     future, but, you know, it's kind of hard to drop them when



           16     they're your mother.



           17              So anyway, on behalf of all these ladies, I would



           18     like to donate $145 to TFA for VA&R.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.  And



           21     I'm back.  So now we have -- we're going to donate $40 to



           22     the AEF Fund.  There's so many disasters happening around



           23     the world today, around our own country today.  And VA&R



           24     TFA $30.  And that's just as Ruby said, that is for this



           25     new coming up budget over and above what you've budgeted.
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            1     Thank you.



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Nancy.



            3              MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Attention, attention.



            4     Ladies, we made it.



            5              (Applause.)



            6              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  I personally



            7     want to thank you, and I know Madam President does as



            8     well.  Danielle took on this job and this is not just a



            9     year job.  It's an 18-month job that she has taken on.



           10     And how many years has it been since we've had a



           11     successful membership campaign?  And, Danielle, we owe you



           12     so much.  You worked so hard and we thank you very, very,



           13     very much.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  The whole



           16     committee did a really, really great job, and Terry and I



           17     are going to be very excited to sit in the front.



           18              MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WHITE:  You and you alone



           19     made it possible.  And I would like to thank you so much.



           20     I just don't --



           21              (Applause.)



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Danielle has had



           23     help this morning, which is Cassie, Pat, Wendy, Pat, and



           24     Vickie.  And they have worked on transmittals and worked



           25     on transmittals.  And each Unit that had a transmittal,
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            1     you will get your copy of the transmittal in the mail.



            2              And so thank you, ladies, from the bottom of our



            3     hearts.  We couldn't have done it without you.  So we love



            4     you all.  Ms. Danielle, you are ready to go home and we'll



            5     see you after convention.



            6              MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WHITE:  I think I'm going to



            7     have a margarita tonight.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              GIRLS STATE ADVISOR BROWN-PARK:  Gloria Williams,



           10     where are you?  Gloria, where are you?  Stand up.  Okay.



           11     The challenge is on.  You have a big, big job for next



           12     year so we're back in the front.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           14     ladies.



           15              (Applause.)



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  If you -- if you



           17     have flags up here, at this point in time please assemble



           18     in the back of the room.  So if you brought your District



           19     Unit Colors, please assemble in the back of the room.  At



           20     this point we are going to retire the flags.  Pat, that



           21     does not include you.



           22              Ms. Linda, when we're ready, please give me the



           23     high sign.



           24              Grandma Stella, Linda Schultz from District 6



           25     needs to speak to you.
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            1



            2                        RETIREMENT OF COLORS



            3



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Ladies, will the



            5     Sergeant-At-Arms and Marshal with the Distinguished Guest



            6     Chairman please resume our flag retirement.



            7              (Processional.)



            8              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Terry, Terry, Madam



            9     President, I'm over here.  I was just notified that



           10     several women are getting alerts on their phones.  They're



           11     getting high, high charges on their credit cards all of a



           12     sudden.  If you are charging things, I would check before



           13     you charge anything.  Call your bank and let them know



           14     that if they're getting charges on your account anywhere



           15     other than in Palm Springs, don't take it.  So check -- I



           16     would definitely check if these many women are getting



           17     alerts from their banks telling them there's some excess



           18     charges from even out of country.



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you,



           20     Stella.  Do you know where people have been shopping and



           21     using -- Grandma Stella.



           22              EDUCATION CHAIRMAN O'BRIEN:  The ATM at the



           23     hotel.



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Grandma Stella,



           25     you may check with the hotel because Anita may have a



                                                                         482

�





            1     problem also.



            2              Ladies, we're going to have a ten-minute recess.



            3              CONVENTION CHAIRMAN AVINA:  Madam President,



            4     those ladies at the front desk, they're going to be taking



            5     those chairs, so if you have things there, please remove



            6     them.



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's not that



            8     recess yet.



            9                        (Recess from 10:23 a.m. to 10:35 a.m.)



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Ladies,



           11     please shut the doors and we'll now reconvene.  Pat



           12     Sturton, will you come up here and help me for a second,



           13     please.  Pat Sturton.



           14              Okay.  Ladies, please shut the doors.  While



           15     we're waiting for everybody to assemble, I have to



           16     apologize.  I was supposed to vote for my president's



           17     choice during the poppy displays and I neglected to do so.



           18     But the little elf fairy that was sitting in the little



           19     bowl-type thing, that was my choice.  Whose poppy display



           20     was that?  Does anybody remember?  The little fairy elf in



           21     the little bowl-type thing?



           22              (Applause.)



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  That was



           24     my choice.  Can I please have a picture of it?  Thank you,



           25     ladies.  And I do apologize.  I think I was off in Never
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            1     Neverland when I should have been voting.



            2              Does the secretary have any last-minute messages



            3     or communication?



            4              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Madam President, Carol Fuqua,



            5     District 25.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



            7              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  You know, we just did this



            8     membership thing where people were paying money.



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



           10              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  And you mentioned something



           11     about transmittals will be sent through the mail to the



           12     units.



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes.



           14              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Are you guys sending cards to



           15     those members or how does that work?



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Let me tell you



           17     something.  You have to talk to the leprechaun or Cassie



           18     in the office because as you know, I've been a little busy



           19     doing something else so the leprechaun and the office,



           20     you'll have to talk to Danielle.  And it's been -- so



           21     please, would you go out there and find out and then let



           22     us know?



           23              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Okay.



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Somebody came to



           25     me and said most of the fraud credit card charges are
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            1     linked to this particular hotel.  And I can't say that for



            2     sure.  So somebody just came up and told me that.



            3              Peggy, do you have any communications at this



            4     point in time?  She does not have any communications.  So



            5     we will now continue on with the minutes.



            6              Okay.  This young lady has two pictures that she



            7     doesn't know where they came from.  There is a very



            8     attractive couple here, a lady and a gentleman.  And this



            9     picture here, the only one I recognize in this is Fran



           10     from District 3.  So anyway, if you think you might know



           11     these people, they're her pictures.  Okay.  Peggy.



           12



           13                    READING OF MINUTES (RESUMED)



           14



           15              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  All right.  The



           16     Minutes From the Pre-Convention Department Executive



           17     Meeting, Palm Springs, California, June 27th, 2013



           18     beginning Thursday, June 27th, 2013 at 7:15 hours in the



           19     morning and ending at 0950 hours.  Amendments took place



           20     on Sunday, June -- strike that.  June 30th, 2013.



           21              I'm going to go to the units, the district units.



           22     Hoopa Unit 415, District 1 remains on probation until



           23     January of 2014.  Hopland Unit 529, District 1 remains on



           24     probation until January 2014.  George A. Thompson Unit



           25     544, District 1 is removed from probation.  Clifford
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            1     Harter Unit 163, District 3 was surrendered.  Benicia Unit



            2     101, District 5 was placed on probation until January



            3     2014.  Dixon Unit 208, District 5 is to remain on



            4     probation until January 2014.  Smith Bolton Unit 58,



            5     District 12 was placed on probation until January 2014.



            6     Willow Glen Unit 318, District 13 is to remain on



            7     probation until January 2014.  Diosdado M. Franco 714,



            8     District 13 was placed on probation until January 2014.



            9     Madera Unit 11, District 14 was placed on probation until



           10     January 2014.  Firebaugh Unit 346, District 14 is removed



           11     from probation.  Center State Unit 511, District 14 is



           12     removed from probation.  Guadalupe Unit 371 was placed on



           13     probation until January 2014.  Moorpark Unit 502, District



           14     16 was removed from probation.  San Dimas Unit 745 was



           15     placed on -- San Dimas Unit 475, District 18 was placed on



           16     probation until January 2014.  Chilelli Unit 888, District



           17     18 was placed on probation until January 14th, 2014.  City



           18     of Paramount Unit 134, District 19 was removed from



           19     probation.  Houghton Park Unit 560, District 19 is to



           20     placed on probation until January 2014.  Eugene A. Obregon



           21     Unit 804, District 19 was placed on probation until



           22     January 2014.  Eagle Rock Unit 276 from District 20 was



           23     placed on probation until January 2014.  Steele Town Unit



           24     772, District 25 was placed on probation until January



           25     2014.  San Bruno Unit 409, District 26 was surrendered.
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            1     Santa Ana Unit 131, District 29 was placed on probation



            2     until January 2014.  Seal Beach 857, District 29 was



            3     surrendered.  Quechan Unit 802 from District 30 is taken



            4     off of probation.



            5              Proposed changes in the personnel policy.



            6     Currently the policy reads:  "Regular employees:  The work



            7     week for regular employees shall be five days, Monday



            8     through Friday, with a 40-hour max.  The hours of work



            9     shall be worked between the hours of 8:30 p.m. and 4:30



           10     p.m. or otherwise prearranged with a one half hour lunch



           11     period.  Nonexempt employees will report work on timesheet



           12     at beginning and ending of shift and also at lunch break.



           13     Exempt employees:  Department Secretary/Treasurer shall be



           14     compensated one-half day for each day worked beyond normal



           15     workweek at the DEC committee meeting and department



           16     convention."



           17              The proposed change, which was moved, seconded,



           18     and approved by consensus:  "Regular employees:  The work



           19     week shall be five days, Monday through Friday, with a



           20     40-hour max.  The hours of work shall be worked between



           21     the hours of 8:00 and 4:00 or otherwise prearranged with a



           22     one half hour lunch period.  Each nonexempt employees will



           23     report work on timesheet at beginning and ending of shift



           24     and also at lunch break."



           25              New section was added in:  "Exempt employees:
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            1     Department Secretary/Treasurer shall be compensated



            2     one-half day for each day worked beyond normal workweek at



            3     the DEC committee meeting and department convention."



            4              This was in the minutes from the Ontario



            5     Convention of 2011 and was never put into the personnel



            6     policies.  That was moved, seconded, and approved



            7     consensus.



            8              Currently reads now on overtime:  "Nonexempt



            9     employees.  Authority to accrue overtime must be approved



           10     in advance in writing by the Secretary/Treasurer and



           11     recorded on the timesheet.  Nonexempt employees working



           12     overtime in excess of 40 hours (State Labor Law) in any



           13     one week will receive payment at a rate of time and a half



           14     for overtime worked.  Nonexempt employees may not take



           15     time off in lieu of overtime pay.  (State Labor Law



           16     requires overtime pay for overtime worked)."



           17              The proposed change, which was moved, seconded,



           18     and approved by consensus:  "Overtime:  Nonexempt



           19     employees.  Authority to accrue overtime must be approved



           20     in advance in writing by the Secretary/Treasurer,



           21     Department President, and Department Finance Committee



           22     Chairman and recorded on the timesheet.  Nonexempt



           23     employees working overtime in excess of 40 hours (State



           24     Labor Law) in any one week will receive payment at a rate



           25     of time and a half for overtime worked.  Nonexempt
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            1     employees may not take time off in lieu of overtime pay.



            2     (State Labor Law requires overtime pay for overtime



            3     worked)."



            4              Currently reads for the attendance report:



            5     "Overtime must be shown on a weekly attendance report.



            6     This report is to be signed by the employee and approved



            7     by the Department Secretary."



            8              It was moved, seconded, and by consensus to



            9     approve this change:  "Attendance report.  Overtime must



           10     be shown on a weekly attendance report.  The report is to



           11     be signed by the employee and approved by the Department



           12     Secretary/Treasurer, Department President, and Department



           13     Finance Committee."



           14              Currently reads for the paid holidays:  "Paid



           15     holidays (On the following holidays, the Department office



           16     will be closed):  New Year's Day; Martin Luther King Day;



           17     Presidents' Birthday, which is the third Monday in



           18     February; Memorial Day; Independence Day, July 4th; Labor



           19     Day; Columbus Day; Veterans Day, November 11th;



           20     Thanksgiving Day, Thanksgiving Friday, Christmas Eve,



           21     Christmas Day.  All holidays will be observed on days as



           22     scheduled by the Federal Government.  Holidays that fall



           23     on the Sunday will be observed on Monday.  No additional



           24     holidays will be authorized without prior approval of the



           25     Department President."
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            1              The move seconded and -- the motion was seconded



            2     and consensus to read:  "All holidays will be observed on



            3     days as scheduled by the Federal Government.  Holidays



            4     that fall on Saturday will be observed Friday or Sunday



            5     will be observed on Monday.  No additional holidays will



            6     be authorized without prior approval of the Department



            7     President."



            8              Current labor law reads for nonexempt employee



            9     and exempt employees:  "Nonexempt employees.  Employees



           10     may be separated or terminated at any time by the



           11     Secretary/Treasurer with the approval of Department



           12     President with just cause or during the probation period.



           13     A separated employee shall be paid that salary and



           14     vacation time which they have accrued at the date of



           15     discharge.  No allowance will be paid for accrued sick



           16     except as delineated above.  Exempt employee:



           17     Secretary/Treasurer may be separated at any time during



           18     the probation period with just cause.  In the event of



           19     termination of the Secretary/Treasurer during probationary



           20     period, the Department President and Vice President will



           21     together and in person notify the Secretary/Treasurer of



           22     discharge.  (Refer to Department Constitution)."



           23              The motion, second, and consensus to the changes



           24     now will read:  "Nonexempt employees.  Employees may be



           25     separated or terminated at any time by the
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            1     Secretary/Treasurer with the approval of Department



            2     President or during the probation period.  A separated



            3     employee shall be paid salary and vacation time which they



            4     have accrued to the date of discharge.  No allowance shall



            5     be paid for accrued sick except as delineated below.



            6     Exempt employee:  Secretary/Treasurer may be separated at



            7     any time during the probation period.  In the event of



            8     termination of the Secretary/Treasurer during probationary



            9     period, the Department President and Vice President will



           10     together and in person notify the Secretary/Treasurer of



           11     discharge. "



           12              In these two statements, the words -- thank you.



           13     The words "with just cause" was removed.



           14              The new addition to the personnel policy was --



           15     I've got it was moved, seconded, and approved by



           16     consensus.  "Property.  Employer property.  Property of



           17     the American Legion Auxiliary (employer) shall include but



           18     is not limited to computers, copiers, faxes, files,



           19     reports, confidential correspondence, and shall not be



           20     removed, tampered with, or otherwise altered.  Exception



           21     will be made for the Department Secretary when attending



           22     the DEC meeting and the Annual Department Convention and



           23     National Convention.  Personal property:  The employee is



           24     discouraged from bringing personal property of value to



           25     work.  The employer will not be responsible for loss or
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            1     damage to personal property left on the premises."



            2              Currently now reads when the employee reads this



            3     personnel policy:  "These policies updated August 2012



            4     have been read by the undersigned employee.  A copy has



            5     been distributed to the employees and is confirmed by



            6     signature of the Department Secretary/Treasurer."



            7              It was moved, seconded, and by consensus to now



            8     read:  "These policies updated June 2013 have been read by



            9     the undersigned employee.  A signed copy has been



           10     distributed to the employees and is confirmed by signature



           11     of the Department Secretary/Treasurer.  A copy of this



           12     acknowledgment will be placed in the employee's personnel



           13     file."



           14              Julie Norman, employee of American Legion



           15     Auxiliary, is to receive a one-time bonus of $500.  This



           16     was moved, seconded, and approved by consensus.



           17              And now I'm going to amend a section there I had



           18     an attachment to.  Let me read it first.  As an attachment



           19     to it says:  "Proposal for the new auditor was received



           20     and it was noted that Wai S. Chui, CPA, will not prepare



           21     the organization's federal and state information returns



           22     for the fiscal year of June 30, 2013."



           23              A motion was made for his estimated fees for



           24     services excluding expenses will not exceed $15,000.  This



           25     motion was to be tabled.  I am now going to amend that
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            1     motion to read that by motion of -- motion, seconded --



            2     pardon me.  You know what I'm saying.  That Troy Van



            3     Sloten, CPA, & Associates will be the ALA Department



            4     Auditor for the fiscal year 2013-2014.



            5              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Madam



            6     Department President.



            7              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Recognizing Anita



            8     Biggs.



            9              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  As a point of



           10     order, we need to approve these minutes.  You can't amend



           11     the minutes.  The minutes say what they are and then we



           12     can make an amendment or change from what we want to do



           13     from the minutes.



           14              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.  Can I just



           15     say forget my amendments?



           16              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Yeah.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Peggy's



           18     withdrawal has been accepted.  The Dragon has had a long



           19     night.



           20              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  The Dragon is



           21     dragging today.



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Ladies,



           23     now for discussion on these minutes?  Donna Enright.



           24              GIRLS STATE CHAIRMAN ENRIGHT:  Madam President,



           25     when you listed the units for District 18 they didn't --
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            1     were not placed on probation.  They remain on probation.



            2     We really needed to indicate that.



            3              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Well, I believe



            4     that --



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  So that's Unit



            6     475 and 888 to remain on probation.



            7              GIRLS STATE CHAIRMAN ENRIGHT:  Remain.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Okay.



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  So changed.  Ann



           10     Philcox, District 20.



           11              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  Can I go back to



           12     my --



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  You certainly



           14     can.



           15              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  Thank you, Madam



           16     President.  On the half day for Peggy -- yeah, for Peggy.



           17              SECRETARY/TREASURER:  For the Department



           18     Secretary, not Peggy.



           19              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  For the



           20     Secretary/Treasurer --



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  That's all right.



           22              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  -- when we were



           23     discussing that in our DEC meeting, it was tabled to go



           24     back to.  When we went back to it, everybody said it had



           25     been voted and passed.  It hadn't.  You split it -- you
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            1     split the motion in half.



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Excuse me,



            3     Ann.  Peggy, our Department Secretary, has those minutes



            4     recorded.  We voted on this motion when it was split first



            5     and it was passed.  And she has the recording.



            6              DISTRICT 20 PRESIDENT PHILCOX:  Then I missed



            7     something.  All right.



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Ann.



            9     Is there any other discussion on these DEC minutes?



           10              (No response.)



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Are there any



           12     questions?



           13              (No response.)



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  All those in



           15     favor of accepting the minutes as corrected, please say



           16     aye.



           17              ALL PRESENT:  Aye.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Any opposed?



           19              (No response.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



           21              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  All right.  Now,



           22     Madam President, may I continue with the minutes?



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



           24              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  All right.  On the



           25     list of units that were to be put on or taken off
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            1     probation, I would like to amend for District 1, Hoopa.



            2     We had our separate DEC meeting this morning or pre-DEC



            3     meeting, Hoopa Unit 415 was placed on probation until



            4     January 2014.



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Remain.



            6              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Pardon me.  You're



            7     right.  Hopland Unit 529 was placed on probation --



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Remain.



            9              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Remain on probation



           10     until January 2014.  On the session with the auditor, it



           11     was moved, seconded, and with consensus this morning that



           12     Troy Van Sloten, CPA, & Associates for the ALA Department



           13     Auditor for the fiscal year 2013-2014.



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  It's been moved,



           15     seconded, and carried.



           16              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Madam President, I



           17     respectfully submit the amendment to the minutes of the



           18     DEC.



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Is there any



           20     discussion on the amendments to the DEC minutes?



           21              (No response.)



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none, all



           23     those in favor, say aye.



           24              ALL PRESENT:  Aye



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:   Any opposed?
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            1     Thank you, ladies.  Thank you, Dragon.



            2              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Oh, and if I may,



            3     our -- as I like to say, our president-in-waiting, Anita



            4     Biggs, our vice president right now, would like to have



            5     everyone assemble.



            6              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Yeah, everybody



            7     who's going to be installed.



            8              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Everybody who's



            9     going to be installed when we break the session, if you're



           10     going to be installed please meet at the back of the room



           11     for specific instructions.  Thank you.



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Ladies --



           13              SECRETARY/TREASURER VOGELE:  Oh, pardon me.  And



           14     check in with Linda Workmen.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Being as we do



           16     not have any last minute messages or communications --



           17              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Madam President.



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



           19              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Carol Fuqua, District 25.



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes, ma'am.



           21              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  You sent me to the office to



           22     talk to the leprechaun.  I talked to Danielle and she said



           23     that we are to mail out the membership cards to those Unit



           24     members that their dues are paid and put a note or



           25     something with it to say it was a donation and that
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            1     they'll --



            2              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  She will ask that



            3     the units do that?



            4              HISTORIAN FUQUA:  Yeah, we talked about it.



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



            6     Clarification, ladies.  Your unit receives a transmittal



            7     from the leprechaun.  There will be a note in there.



            8     Please send those members their membership cards; that it



            9     was a donation.  Their dues were paid via donation.  Thank



           10     you, Carol.



           11              Cindy Newman, District 13.



           12              DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Thank you, Madam President.  I



           13     was waiting for new business.  I'm not sure --



           14              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  I'm not there



           15     yet.



           16              DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Thank you.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Oops.  Wait a



           18     minute.  Nancy Brown-Park.



           19              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  I just want



           20     to follow up about the installation.  If you're being



           21     installed, don't meet in the back of the room because it



           22     will get too crowded.  Go out and line up to your left --



           23     to my left.  Okay?  That's where we're all going to go.



           24     First vice, second vice, third -- no.  District



           25     presidents.  All the officers, if you're participating in
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            1     Anita's election, everybody please go out immediately



            2     after this and go to my left, your right.  Thank you.  And



            3     let's hurry because we want to get everybody home.



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you.



            5



            6                            NEW BUSINESS



            7



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Is there any



            9     further business?



           10              DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Madam President and



           11     Department --



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Cindy Newman,



           13     District 13.



           14              DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Thank you.  Madam President and



           15     Department Officers, I first want to congratulate you on a



           16     wonderful year.  And I also want to congratulate the



           17     Membership Chair and the membership on making their



           18     numbers.  However, the new business item I have is



           19     regarding membership.  I had concerns about the



           20     on-the-floor purchase of memberships on Friday.



           21              When we made our membership goal for California



           22     in this room just a little while ago, half the membership



           23     stood up, the other half did not.  Out in the hallways



           24     I've heard concerns from other members, so I'm going to



           25     bring this forward as my own, but I know there is support.
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            1              I also have a recommendation.  Our units in



            2     District 13 and my Unit have paid for memberships in the



            3     past for members who were in need or to make goal after a



            4     vote of the membership when we were within 5 percent of



            5     the goal.  We're trying to clean up our membership and not



            6     do that anymore because of the consequences that that has.



            7              I recommend that we consider a standing rule to



            8     either eliminate or limit the practice of paying for



            9     memberships just to make goals.  And this is because



           10     purchasing memberships should be limited to those in need



           11     and only with their permission.  My concerns are that



           12     membership is important, but we -- and I know we need to



           13     show Congress our numbers, but we also need to show stable



           14     growth.  And this is like yo-yo dieting.  That's my



           15     concern.  Purchasing membership is not sustainable.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              DELEGATE NEWMAN:  Please, please.  Purchasing



           18     membership is not sustainable and artificially increases



           19     our early bird goals.  It also diminishes -- purchasing



           20     memberships diminishes our membership in general and it



           21     also diminishes the awards that many units work so hard



           22     for that don't purchase memberships.



           23              It also concerns me about what this says about



           24     California and our integrity to other departments and



           25     National.  I think this needs to be a National
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            1     conversation about limiting the purchasing of membership



            2     to a percentage of your goal to provide a level playing



            3     field for all units to compete.  They all -- I think that



            4     it also trains membership, members, it trains others not



            5     to pay for their membership.



            6              Those are my comments.  I will be recommending to



            7     my district membership chair to pursue this conversation



            8     and perhaps a standing rule that we limit it to 5 percent



            9     of your membership to provide a level playing field for



           10     others.  So I would like to show Congress that we are a



           11     stable growing organization.  I'm going to work very hard



           12     to work that million mark when we get to our anniversary.



           13     I'm a little uneasy about purchasing memberships.  Thank



           14     you for listen.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Cindy.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Our incoming



           18     Department President Anita Biggs will be appointing a



           19     committee to review this.



           20              Madam National Vice President, do you have any



           21     conversation about this?



           22              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Membership



           23     is a really tough thing.  I've been a National Membership



           24     Chairman.  I took on that 18-month job at one point.  And



           25     I appreciate what you said and I don't disagree, but we do
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            1     set goals and we do try to make those goals.  And how we



            2     make those goals is really up to our president, and I



            3     applaud her for what she did, I truly do.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  I've done a



            6     lot of research last year, and as I go on as National



            7     President, we don't have a problem getting new members.



            8     We have a problem keeping members.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  So for those



           11     -- I hope you will take the opportunity now that we have



           12     done that and we have signed people up and we've helped



           13     pay their dues and those may be people that we insulted



           14     along the way, those may be people who can't afford it



           15     right now with the economy, but we have an opportunity to



           16     send them a letter that says we have paid your dues for



           17     this year and we hope that next year you will continue



           18     your service to the American Legion Auxiliary.  I belong



           19     to this organization because of the two men in my life:



           20     my father and my husband.  I honor their service by my



           21     membership.  And I hope that by paying these dues for



           22     these people, these members, they're going to have that



           23     opportunity again.  And who knows.  They may be happy to



           24     come back and be members.



           25              So, please, I appreciate what you said, but I
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            1     think this is an awesome thing that we've done.  Thank



            2     you.



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Nancy.



            4              Kathy Smith, District 12.



            5              DELEGATE SMITH:  Madam President, Kathy Smith,



            6     District 12.  And I just want to say that all of this



            7     money, we need to remember, is going to help our veterans.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Kathy.



           10              Okay.  I'm a little confused.  I'm easily



           11     confused.



           12              Thank you, Cindy.  You have brought up some very



           13     pertinent points and I have to say personally I don't feel



           14     that we were purchasing membership.  I think that it was a



           15     donation and I really feel it was a donation to our



           16     veterans because Congress does recognize our numbers.  So



           17     I think it was a donation in service to our veterans.  I



           18     definitely didn't donate personally because California



           19     will be 100 percent or whatever, but on that note I do



           20     have to tell you that California laws, the leprechaun and



           21     would have to take all these baskets to National



           22     Convention because we lost the challenge.



           23              Anyway, so I guess that was the bottom line.  I



           24     don't want to take a bunch of baskets to Houston.  Thank



           25     you, Cindy.
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            1              On that note, is there any more new business?



            2     Recognizing Ruby Kapsalis, Past Department President.



            3              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Madam Department



            4     President, at the DEC meeting at Travis Air Force Base



            5     there were some members that were concerned and would like



            6     to see how they could get their members to be voting



            7     members like the E Unit but not be an E Unit.  They just



            8     wanted members that couldn't attend the meeting and how to



            9     do that.



           10              I want you to know that the new Roberts Rules of



           11     Orders it has now included that in their newly revised



           12     edition.  And the way you would do that is to have it



           13     in -- it must be in your Unit bylaws.  So that's probably



           14     something we ought to look at, to look at our unit model



           15     bylaws to adjust them accordingly.



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Past



           17     Department President Ruby.  I do have to say, and I've



           18     been remiss.  First off when we started I left my gavel in



           19     my car.  This gavel came to me from Gerri Jesski, Past



           20     Department President.  And I so much appreciated her being



           21     here with me this weekend.  And she was the -- I don't



           22     know, my best friend, my butterfly, whatever.  And I loved



           23     her to death, and Gerri has been with us here this



           24     weekend.



           25              (Applause.)
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  So is there any



            2     more new business?



            3              (No response.)



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Hearing none.  We



            5     have no communications.  Will the Department President



            6     Elect Anita Biggs please announce the time of installation



            7     and give us any last minute instructions.



            8              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Yes.  Everyone,



            9     it is now 11:10.  We will have installation probably at



           10     11:45.  11:45.  I have to change.  And our installing



           11     officer is the National President Brown-Park.  She's given



           12     you instructions.  She has given you instructions on where



           13     to assemble if you're being installed.  And Linda Workmen



           14     will be instructing you out in the hallway.  Thank you.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank you, Vice



           16     President, for five more minutes.  Thank you all for



           17     attending the 94th Convention.  All of you did an



           18     outstanding job and made my term a very pleasant and



           19     enjoyable one.  We will recess until 11:45.  We will



           20     reconvene for the installation of the 2013-2014 officers.



           21              Thank you, ladies.



           22                        (Recess from 11:10 a.m. to 11:55 a.m.)



           23



           24                 INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 2013-2014



           25
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            1              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Everyone, I would



            2     like to introduce our National Vice President, Nancy



            3     Brown-Park.



            4              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  This is an



            5     exciting day.  Are we ready back there?  Okay.  Are we



            6     ready?



            7              So it is my pleasure to introduce the installing



            8     team.  The honorary Sergeant-at-Arms is Linda Fercho, Past



            9     Department President.  Honorary Marshal is Kathy



           10     Harris-Richardson.  Honorary Chaplain is Norma DuVall,



           11     Past Department President.  Honorary Musician is Teresa



           12     Jacob.  And our vocalist is Yvonne Dowd.



           13              So will the 23rd District Honor Guard Pom-Pom



           14     Girls -- oh, don't come yet.  District Color Bearers and



           15     Unit Color Bearers are Jackie Robinson Unit 252 Color



           16     Guard will present both the District and Unit Colors.  We



           17     will now proceed with the installation of department



           18     officers for the year 2013-2014.



           19              Will the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal



           20     with the Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the



           21     District Second Vice Presidents.



           22              (Processional.)



           23              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



           24     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the



           25     Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the District
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            1     First Vice Presidents.



            2              (Processional.)



            3              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



            4     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the



            5     Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the District



            6     Presidents.



            7              (Processional.)



            8              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



            9     Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the Distinguished Guest



           10     Chairman please escort the Department Officers, Musician



           11     Mathilda Haywood --



           12              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Chairman.



           13              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Oh, I'm



           14     sorry.  It's not on my list.  She's always telling me what



           15     to do.  What's new?



           16              Will the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal



           17     with the Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the



           18     Department Chairmen.



           19              (Processional.)



           20              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.  Would



           21     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms with the Distinguished Guest



           22     Chairman please escort the Department Officers, Musician



           23     Mathilda Haywood, Parliamentarian Diane DeLashmit,



           24     Sergeant-at-Arms Cherie Galvan, Marshal Kat Conrad,



           25     Historian Linda Diebel, and Chaplain Alice Christensen.
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            1              (Processional.)



            2              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



            3     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the



            4     Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the Junior



            5     Member of Finance Elect Kathryn Doran.



            6              (Processional.)



            7              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  It's not a



            8     good time to hurt yourself.



            9              Will the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal



           10     with our Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the



           11     Department Vice President Elect Harriet Clendenin escorted



           12     by her husband, Norm.



           13              (Processional.)



           14              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



           15     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the



           16     Distinguished Guest Chairman please present the 2013-2014



           17     Honorary Junior President, Deja'Nae Trimble.



           18              (Processional.)



           19              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



           20     Sergeant-at-Arms -- I'm sorry.  This is just way too much



           21     fun.  Will the Jackie Robinson Unit 252 Color Guard with



           22     the Honorary Sergeant-At-Arms and Marshal and the



           23     Distinguished Guest Chairman please present the Colors of



           24     District 23 and Jackie Robinson 252.



           25              (Processional.)
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            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



            2     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal please escort the



            3     23rd District Honor Guard Pom-Pom Girls.



            4              (Processional.)



            5              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



            6     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal with the



            7     Distinguished Guest Chairman please escort the Department



            8     President Elect Anita Biggs escorted by her husband Lonnie



            9     Biggs.  I wasn't sure if the other family was there.



           10              (Processional.)



           11              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Anita, this



           12     really is the Dream Team.  Okay.



           13              Relax.  Quit telling me what to do.  Do you know



           14     how many years she's been telling me what to do?



           15              Okay.  Will the -- where's your friends?



           16              DISTINGUISHED GUEST CHAIRMAN WORKMAN:  Okay.



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Okay.  Will the



           18     Distinguished Guest Chairman please retire the Honorary



           19     Pom-Pom Girls?



           20              (Processional.)



           21              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  The



           22     installation of our newly elected and appointed officers



           23     is one of the most important and impressive ceremonies of



           24     our department conventions.  As we begin this transition



           25     from one administration to the other, we wish to express
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            1     our appreciation to the retiring Department and District



            2     Officers for their outstanding contributions to the grand



            3     history of the American Legion Auxiliary Department of



            4     California.



            5              As we turn from the memories of the successful



            6     year we have just completed, let us all look forward with



            7     renewed dedication and enthusiasm to a new year conducted



            8     by our new department and district officers.  As we honor



            9     and serve our veterans and their families and our country,



           10     we congratulate our new officers and wish for them a year



           11     that will inspire us all.



           12              Department Vice Presidents, Department Vice



           13     Presidents -- District Presidents and Department Officers,



           14     please rise.



           15              My fellow members, you have been chosen to fill



           16     the various offices of the American Legion Auxiliary



           17     Department of California.  You will I know vindicate the



           18     trust that has been reposed in you and fulfill in every



           19     way the obligation which that trust entails.



           20              You will familiarize yourself with the duties of



           21     your respective offices as given in the department bylaws.



           22     Always remember that the welfare and the success of this



           23     administration depends upon you.  And upon your shoulders



           24     rests the burden of preserving the integrity of the



           25     American Legion Auxiliary.  You must protect its good name
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            1     before the people of the United States and at all times



            2     endeavor to have them understand its policies and



            3     purposes.



            4              Always remember to tolerate spirit of the



            5     American Legion Auxiliary.  Allow no distinction of class



            6     or creed to appear among our members.  There is no rank



            7     among us.  For each serves as an equal of her fellow



            8     member and all strive toward the same goal, which is the



            9     realization in the life of the Republic of the ideals of



           10     justice, freedom, democracy, and loyalty.



           11              Please raise your right hand and repeat after me,



           12     giving your name where I gave mine.



           13              I, Nancy Brown-Park.



           14              (Response.)



           15              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Promise to



           16     perform faithfully.



           17              (Response.)



           18              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  All the



           19     duties of the office.



           20              (Response.)



           21              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  I am about



           22     to assume.



           23              (Response.)



           24              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  And I



           25     further pledge.
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            1              (Response.)



            2              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  That I am



            3     not a member of.



            4              (Response.)



            5              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  And do not



            6     subscribe to.



            7              (Response.)



            8              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  The



            9     principles of any group.



           10              (Response.)



           11              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Opposed to



           12     our form of government.



           13              (Response.)



           14              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  You may be



           15     seated.



           16              PRESIDENT ELECT BIGGS:  One second.  I'll be



           17     right back.



           18              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  District



           19     Second Vice Presidents, please rise.  Second Vice.  I'm



           20     sorry.  I guess that phone got to me.



           21              Into your hopeful hand is placed the



           22     responsibility of assisting the First Vice Presidents in



           23     all their duties.  The cooperation and spirit in which you



           24     fulfill your responsibilities will contribute much to the



           25     success of this year.  Congratulations.



                                                                         512

�





            1              (Applause.)



            2              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  You may be



            3     seated.



            4              I remember when I took that pledge and I remember



            5     hearing that charge and how much it meant to me.  So you



            6     have a big responsibility.



            7              District Vice Presidents, please rise.  I think



            8     it's really exciting to see so many First Vice Presidents



            9     here.  That's great.



           10              To you is given the active cooperation with the



           11     president for the continued development of your district



           12     programs.  In the absence of the president you will be



           13     prepared to assume the duties of her office.  This year



           14     can be a rewarding, learning experience for you and



           15     prepare you for the future goals.  Congratulations.



           16              And I hoe how important that role is because



           17     that's the role I'm in today.  So please take every



           18     advantage and learn everything you can.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Department



           21     Presidents, please -- District Presidents, please rise.



           22              You are assuming a tremendous responsibility in



           23     leading the day-to-day activities of the units in your



           24     district.  As a deputy to the Department President, you



           25     are the most important member of the executive board.  For
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            1     you represent the link between the members of this great



            2     department and the Department President.



            3              With full confidence in your abilities, you have



            4     been chosen by your district to fill the important



            5     position.  May your year of service as the department team



            6     captains be a happy, exciting, and rewarding adventure for



            7     you and your district.  Congratulations.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  You all have



           10     a really big responsibility as Anita and I work together



           11     this next year to move this organization forward.  So I



           12     charge each of you to take that responsibility seriously.



           13     We really, really need your help right now to help move



           14     the organization forward.  Thank you.



           15              You may be seated.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



           18     Musician Mathilda Haywood please rise.  Oh, okay.



           19              Parliamentarian Diane DeLashmit, but I guess we



           20     can do that at another point.  And I hope she's feeling a



           21     little better.  How are we doing?



           22              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Better.



           23              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.  So



           24     I'm a little confused here.  Will the Sergeant-at-Arms and



           25     Marshal Cherie Galvan and Marshal Kat Conrad please rise?
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            1              They're just like little bookends.  You will have



            2     the very special honor this year of carrying the flag of



            3     our country and the banner of the Department of



            4     California.  The love and respect with which you carry out



            5     these duties will inspire the membership.



            6              In addition, you are responsible for all order at



            7     department meetings and such other duties as may be



            8     assigned to you by the Department President.



            9     Congratulations.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Historian



           12     Linda Diebel, please rise.



           13              To you is given the rather awesome responsibility



           14     of compiling the history of this administration.  Many



           15     memorable accomplishments will occur this year and your



           16     official record will preserve those golden moments for



           17     those who follow.  Congratulations.



           18              (Applause.)



           19              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Chaplain



           20     Alice Christensen.



           21              Alice, this is an honor for me because you served



           22     as my chaplain as well.  I think.  Didn't you?  Oh, you



           23     didn't?  Yes, you did serve.  You looked at me like --



           24     okay.  That was a long time ago, but I do remember that.



           25              PRESIDENT ELECT BIGGS:  Ten years.
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            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Ten years



            2     ago.  Chaplain Alice, you have been asked to serve as the



            3     spiritual leader of this department.  The love and empathy



            4     with which you perform the duties of your office will do



            5     much to help lighten the sorrows that may fall upon our



            6     members.



            7              You will have the opportunity of offering prayer



            8     that will be uplifting to us and to assist our members to



            9     develop a sense of inner strength and gain of God's



           10     blessings.  Congratulations, Alice.



           11              (Applause.)



           12              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Junior



           13     Member of Finance.  You're entering a three-year term.



           14     Did you know that?  And at some point you will be entering



           15     the term as chairman of this committee.  It's a very



           16     important committee of this department.  Study carefully



           17     your responsibilities as outlined by the bylaws and



           18     policies.  Always remember that you were elected by the



           19     membership to represent their best interests.  We know you



           20     will consider well your duties and enjoy your service on



           21     this committee.  Congratulations.  You have a tough job



           22     and I know that you will do a great job, Kathryn.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the



           25     Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal please escort the Department
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            1     Vice President Harriet Clendenin and Past Department



            2     President Sue Hooker to the podium.



            3              ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HOOKER:  Harriet,



            4     excuse me, as the assistant conductor in the department's



            5     theme of music -- okay.  Let's just go right along.  You



            6     will be okay.  Ladies, we've all done that.



            7              You will be her right hand.  The president may



            8     call on you for counsel or to represent her in specific



            9     occasions.  You should be prepared to do so as well as



           10     assuming the duties of her office if the need should



           11     arise.  Your enthusiasm and cooperation will add much to



           12     the success of this administration.  May this year be a



           13     rewarding and learning experience and help you prepare for



           14     your future goals.  Congratulations.



           15              And as I pin this on you, I want you to know that



           16     we're all very proud of you and we wish you the best year



           17     ever.



           18              (Applause.)



           19              DEPARTMENT VICE PRESIDENT CLENDENIN:  Thank you.



           20     Thank you.



           21              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  At this time



           22     it is my pleasure to introduce Yvonne Dowd, Dorie Miller



           23     Unit 639, to sing a very special song for our Department



           24     President Elect Anita.



           25              (Singing.)



                                                                         517

�





            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  That was



            2     absolutely beautiful.  That was amazing.  That was



            3     beautiful.



            4              Will the Honorary Sergeant and Marshal please



            5     escort the Department President Elect Anita Biggs and Past



            6     Department President Terry Mikesell to the podium.



            7              (Applause.)



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Department



            9     President Anita -- uh-no.  They didn't want me.  Thank



           10     you.



           11              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  There she



           12     goes again.  Okay.  Will the Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and



           13     Marshal please present Bonnie Christner to the podium.



           14              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT CHRISTNER:  I had to



           15     compose myself a little bit.  That song about got to me,



           16     I'm telling you.



           17              Department President Anita, great trust has been



           18     reposed in you by your election to the highest office in



           19     the Department of California.  I charge you to carry



           20     constantly in your mind the obligation which is yours that



           21     upholding the four great principles expressed in the



           22     preamble to the constitution:  justice, freedom,



           23     democracy, and loyalty.



           24              As Department President you have the great



           25     challenge of developing and improving the programs of the
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            1     American Legion Auxiliary.  You have been selected by the



            2     members to fulfill this challenge.  We have faith in your



            3     ability and integrity.  We know that you will exemplify



            4     the qualities of leadership that the members expect from



            5     our Department President.



            6              You will be the spokesperson for all of us to the



            7     public.  Our members will look to you for guidance,



            8     inspiration, and understanding.  Anita, we know that you



            9     will continue to use your talents -- and, boy, does she



           10     have lots of talents -- your strength and your love at the



           11     American Legion Auxiliary in the best interests of all our



           12     members.



           13              Your leadership will inspire our members to



           14     achieve goals never before thought possible in all of our



           15     travels.  And I just have to say I am so honored to be



           16     able to do this to my -- for my princess today.  And I am



           17     so so proud of you that I just -- I'm just overjoyed.  And



           18     I love this girl.



           19              Anita, it is an honor and a privilege to pin over



           20     your heart the insignia of the American Legion Auxiliary



           21     Department President.  I know that you will wear it with a



           22     great deal of pride uniting our members in service,



           23     ideals, and commitment leading for another successful year



           24     of service to others, not self.  Congratulations.



           25              (Applause.)
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            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  So I'm going



            2     to kind of just insert something just a little bit.



            3     Anita, we've waited a long time for this and I'm so very,



            4     very proud of you and so excited to be able to share this



            5     next year with you as we work to -- as we work -- as we



            6     work to shoot hoops for our veterans and as we pass on the



            7     legacy of this organization together.  I know we will be a



            8     good team.



            9              I can't tell you how proud I am of you that



           10     you're here and the things that you have in store.  Thank



           11     you.



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you.



           13              (Applause.)



           14              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.  Now



           15     will you please present Madeline Lee to the podium.  You



           16     can come back now.



           17              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT LEE:  President Anita,



           18     it gives me such pride to pin this ribbon on your heart.



           19     I know that you will wear it with pride and distinction



           20     and be one of the greatest presidents that we've ever had.



           21              (Applause.)



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  They're this tall.



           23     My heels.  Next time we'll put Madeline in six-inch heels,



           24     how about that?



           25              (Applause.)
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            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:



            2     Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, will you please escort the



            3     Department President Anita to her seat.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will all the



            6     newly installed officers please rise.



            7              I know it's a new concept.  Okay.  Members and



            8     guests, I present to you the officers for the Department



            9     of California for the year 2013-2014.  This is the Dream



           10     Team.



           11              (Applause.)



           12              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  My fellow



           13     members, I share in the pride that is yours for these new



           14     officers that you have chosen to guide the organization



           15     for this coming here.  They have been charged with serious



           16     responsibilities and in turn I charge you likewise.



           17              Will all the members of the American Legion



           18     Auxiliary please rise, raise your right hand, and repeat



           19     after me.  I solemnly promise.



           20              (Response.)



           21              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  To renew my



           22     pledge of service.



           23              (Response.)



           24              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  To the



           25     American Legion Auxiliary.
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            1              (Response.)



            2              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  And to give



            3     wholehearted support.



            4              (Response.)



            5              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  To these



            6     department officers.



            7              (Response.)



            8              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  You may be



            9     seated.  The Honorary Chaplain will offer prayer.



           10              PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT DuVALL:  Heavenly



           11     Father, we bow our heads before you for the blessings that



           12     are ours.  We are thankful for those whose terms have just



           13     ended and we thank them for a job well done.  And now we



           14     seek your blessing for this coming year.



           15              We pray that our new officers will be blessed



           16     with the knowledge, grace, and strength they will need for



           17     the coming here.  As we face this new year together, give



           18     us wisdom in our decisions, tolerance toward others, and



           19     your aid in building a stronger organization.



           20              We pray that we may live our lives so that the



           21     golden rule may be exemplified.  Walk with each of us in



           22     heart and mind day by day so that we may continue to serve



           23     God and country.  We ask this in your holy name, Amen.



           24              AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  Amen.



           25              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will the
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            1     Honorary Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal please escort the



            2     Junior Past Department President Terry Mikesell and Past



            3     Department President Sue Hooker to the podium.



            4              Past Department President Sue Hooker will present



            5     the Junior Past President with her charge and pin and also



            6     present her the ribbon.



            7              ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HOOKER:  We'll try it



            8     again.  Terry, you have come to the close of your year as



            9     president of the Department of California American Legion



           10     Auxiliary.  Your theme, "Magical, mystical fantasy" year



           11     of our department has been a tremendous experience for you



           12     and you can be very proud of what you have accomplished --



           13     or we can be very proud of what you have accomplished



           14     under your leadership.



           15              As you retire from this office, be assured that



           16     you take with you the love and respect of all our members.



           17     We thank you for taking time out of your busy life to



           18     serve as our president.  May you have many happy memories



           19     of your year as Department President.  Congratulations.  A



           20     job well done.



           21              (Applause.)



           22              ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HOOKER:  Diane wanted



           23     so much to do this for you, but we want her to get better.



           24     I have to find the pin.  Way better.  Am I that short?



           25              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Yes.
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            1              ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HOOKER:  Find my



            2     place here.  I present you with your ribbon.  You know I



            3     love you, and congratulations.  Thank you so much.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank



            6     you.



            7              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Where are we



            8     now?  They come up, but they keep changing my pages here.



            9              Okay.  We did this.  Okay.  Now we're going to



           10     move on.  We took you back to your seat.  You're all



           11     settled.



           12              Okay.  Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, will you



           13     please escort the Department President to the podium.



           14              I was going to say for years we've done that and



           15     I keep wondering why we do it because sometimes the stage



           16     is so little you have to go like this.  Oh, yeah.



           17              Okay.  Madam Department President -- this is so



           18     cool -- I present you with a very special gavel, one used



           19     by your father Bill "Chief" Johnson when he served as 23rd



           20     District Commander.  As your symbol of authority, may you



           21     use it with discretion and always in the best interests of



           22     the department.  I know that he's looking down on you



           23     today, Anita, and how proud he is of you that you are in



           24     our department.



           25              (Applause.)
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            1              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Anita, may I



            2     be the first to congratulate you.  I wish for you a year



            3     filled with love, happiness, little conflicts.  Zero



            4     conflicts.  How does that sound?  And may you enjoy every



            5     bit of it.



            6              It's never an easy responsibility, but I know



            7     that you have every skill that you need to take this job



            8     on.  We have waited so many years for you to come and be



            9     holding that gavel and directing us in a new direction.



           10     So, Anita, let's pass it on to the next generation and get



           11     those new members.



           12              (Applause.)



           13              NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  My fellow



           14     members, I present to you Anita Biggs, Department



           15     President.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you.  All



           18     right.  Watch out now; I've got the gavel.  Thank you,



           19     everyone.



           20              As we embark once again on a new journey, we take



           21     with us the same mission, that of service to our veterans



           22     and their families.  And if you haven't figured it out



           23     yet, my theme this year is basketball.  Not just for the



           24     competitive sport and the fact that I have two outstanding



           25     basketball player sons, but for the team concept.
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            1              We are the California Dream Team and we will be



            2     "Shooting H.O.O.P.S. for Our Veterans."  Honoring Our



            3     Opportunity to Provide Services for our veterans.  So that



            4     is the acronym for H.O.O.P.S.



            5              My eligibility is through my late father William



            6     C. Johnson, better known as "Chief," who dragged me down



            7     to Jackie Robinson Post to play pinocle 22 years ago, that



            8     my mom taught me to play.  Little did I know I would one



            9     day be your Department President.



           10              The first department convention I attended was



           11     here in Palm Springs in 1993.  And yes, I was pregnant



           12     with Dillon, my baby.  And later, eight years ago, I came



           13     to be District President here and I was installed in Palm



           14     Springs.  So Palm Springs is quite special to me.



           15              Also very special to me is everyone who has



           16     helped me along the way in this Auxiliary.  First and



           17     foremost, I thank All Mighty God for his mercy and



           18     guidance.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Through him all



           21     things truly are possible.  Secondly, let me thank my dear



           22     friend, Installing Officer Nancy Brown-Park, who will soon



           23     be our National President.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you for being
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            1     here and installing me as first District President, and



            2     now the Department President.  You know I love you and Jim



            3     very much.



            4              Thank you to the wonderful installing team, my



            5     wonderful friends.  I love Linda Workman, Distinguished



            6     Guest Chairman.  Linda Fercho, Installing



            7     Sergeant-at-Arms.  My love, Kathy Harris-Richardson,



            8     Installing Marshal.  Norma DuVall, Installing Chaplain.



            9              252 Color Guard, please stand.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  You truly are the



           12     best.  And the 23rd District Pom-Pom Girls.  I think



           13     they're outside with their pom-poms.  I want to thank



           14     Yvonne Dowd.  Please stand, Yvonne.  She is a beautiful --



           15              (Applause.)



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  -- professional



           17     vocalist from Dorie Miller Unit 639, 23rd District.  And



           18     she's also the lovely daughter of Ms. Ruth O'Connor who is



           19     here with us today.



           20              (Applause.)



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Ruth O'Connor graced



           22     us for many, many years, and many of these Past Department



           23     Presidents I'm sure are happy to see Ruth out.  Thank you,



           24     Ruth, and thank you, Yvonne, for bringing Ruth and your



           25     granddaughter as well.  Thank you.
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            1              Thank you Wantu Robinson and Taadhimeka Stovall



            2     for all your extra special assistance.  I thank this



            3     amazing organization of extraordinary women who day in and



            4     day out provide comfort, food, and goods to our state



            5     veterans and their families.



            6              I thank these Past Department Presidents.  You've



            7     shown me love -- I'll keep it together -- support, and



            8     guidance all these years.  Thank you.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  You all made me cry.



           11     I said I wasn't going to cry.  You are my Dream Girls, and



           12     that's what you will be known as this year, the Dream



           13     Girls.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I think there's a



           16     skin in that.  Odette Cuccaro will be leading them out.  I



           17     can see your costume already, Odette.  Thank you.



           18              Thank you to my Department President, my queen,



           19     Bonnie Christner and her husband, Thomas.  I love you.  I



           20     will always be your princess.  Thank you.



           21              (Applause.)



           22              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  We were the Pink



           23     Diamonds.  People are like:  Are you going to do Pink



           24     Diamonds again?  No, no, no more Pink Diamonds.



           25              Will all the members of the 23rd District Legion,
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            1     Sons, Auxiliary, and Juniors please stand.  And that's all



            2     my family so you all have to stand up.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you, team, and



            5     23rd District for always standing strong and for your



            6     support.  I love you all.



            7              Would all members of the Jackie Robinson Post



            8     252, any Legionnaires are here.  I think they're still in



            9     session.



           10              Except for Beverly.  Will you please stand,



           11     Beverly?  Stand up, please, Beverly.  Please, please,



           12     please.  I know your legs are bothering you.  She is all



           13     the way from Memphis, Tennessee to be here today.  Thank



           14     you, Beverly.  I love you, Beverly.



           15              (Applause.)



           16              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  And she's an



           17     original old cadet.  That's how she used to be right with



           18     us.



           19              I want to thank the Commanders Donald Littlejohn,



           20     Junior Past Commander, and current commander Tony Mitchell



           21     as well.  Would all members of the Jackie Robinson 252



           22     please stand?  Unit 252 members.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My sisters.  My



           25     sisters, I love you.  I will never be too far away and
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            1     thank you for everything you have done to help me get



            2     here.



            3              I want to thank you so much, Madam President



            4     Taadhimeka Stovall.  And I would also like to thank



            5     President Elect Judy Allen for all your assistance.



            6              Will the Sons of the American Legion stand,



            7     please.  Trey, you're one.  Coby and the little ones.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you, Sons.



           10     Would all members of the committee to elect please stand,



           11     those of you who are here.



           12              (Applause.)



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  These are my girls.



           14     I will never, ever, ever be able to express in words how



           15     grateful I am for all your heart work these past two years



           16     to help raise funds for this accomplishment.



           17              Chairman and campaign manager, my big sister --



           18     don't look at me -- Alzora Carter.  Please stand.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you for



           21     everything and I love you very much.



           22              I'm also a proud member of a modeling troop.  I'm



           23     the actual official commentator.  I don't think they could



           24     make it to be here, but I want to thank them too in their



           25     absence.  They provide me with a lot of fun and I get to
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            1     wear makeup and dress up and pretend I'm a model and be on



            2     stage.  And it's a lot of fun, so -- and that young woman



            3     is my -- also a young sister of mine.  Her name is Tania



            4     Capree and she's CEO and she's fantastic, so I wanted to



            5     thank her in her absence.



            6              To all of my friends who are here, thank you for



            7     coming out.  And all my sisters in the Auxiliary who I



            8     love.  I appreciate your support.



            9              Last, but certainly not least, I would love to



           10     acknowledge and thank my wonderful family.  So would you



           11     please stand up?



           12              (Applause.)



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My beautiful mother,



           14     Phyllis Delfield.  My brother, my oldest brother who looks



           15     just like my father, Bill, Jr.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My beautiful



           18     daughter, my look-alike, Tiara.



           19              (Applause.)



           20              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My son-in-law, who



           21     is a Marine, who-ha, and a member of the Jackie Robinson



           22     Post, Milton Statson.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My lovely sons.



           25     What can I say?  I love you guys so much.  Thank you for
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            1     being here.  Did we have to wake you up, Lonnie, to come



            2     down?  That's Lonnie William Biggs and that's Dillon Eric



            3     Biggs, the ballplayer.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  My beautiful Brandi,



            6     fiancee and expectant mother.  My newest grandson, Lil'



            7     Lil' Lon, Baby Lon.  There you go.  My oldest grandson



            8     right here.  He's due on your birthday, by the way.  So my



            9     grandson is right here from North Carolina.  Thank you for



           10     flying out, Trey.



           11              And then we have Caprice Statson.  And she's a



           12     junior, very active.  Wish she could have been here this



           13     weekend to run around.



           14              Jacoby, raise your hand, Coby.  Jacari.  Quit



           15     playing with the phone, Jacari, and wave.  And Jahee, did



           16     he wake up yet?  No.  He's knocked out.



           17              (Applause.)



           18              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  And, of course, my



           19     soulmate, my husband, aka, Mr. Big.



           20              (Applause.)



           21              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I want to thank my



           22     father -- thank you.  You all can be seated.  Thank you



           23     all.



           24              I want to thank my father for leading me this



           25     way, for watching over me on this day, the day before what
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            1     would have been his 83rd birthday.  Sorry he's not here to



            2     witness this.  He would be crying all over the place.



            3              I dedicate this year to my father and also to



            4     Tenia's mother, Sadie, who passed away recently.  Both



            5     veterans.  They are gone, but they will never be



            6     forgotten.



            7              And also I dedicate this year to my mentor.



            8     Everybody in Unit 252 will go to her and she would be --



            9     and she is beaming today.  Patty White.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Please stay after,



           12     Officers and Chairmen, for our post-DEC meeting.  With



           13     that said, thank you very much for everything that you've



           14     extended to me.



           15              (Applause.)



           16              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.



           17     You can have a seat now.  Okay.  We have a special



           18     presentation, so Honorary Linda, Distinguished Guest



           19     Chairman, will you please present to the podium -- uh-oh.



           20     You're here.  Well, Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, please



           21     present the Junior -- Junior Past Honorary President and



           22     Honorary Junior President and the Honorary President --



           23     Talia, come on up.



           24              (Processional.)



           25              PAST JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT AVINA:  Sorry
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            1     I'm not tall.  As we know, me and Terry had a wonderful



            2     year together, but as you know, we all have to retire



            3     sometime.  But we still got Nationals, so it's a plus for



            4     us.  And we had Junior Conference and it was a blast.  And



            5     for the new election of president is Deja'Nae, and I want



            6     to recognize her for that because she's a wonderful person



            7     and I think she -- well, I don't think.  I know she'll do



            8     a wonderful job at it.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              PAST JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT AVINA:  So like



           11     we usually do, we have a wonderful hat that we get to pass



           12     on down the years.  And I want to give you this hat for



           13     your place, and I signed it for you.



           14              (Applause.)



           15              PAST JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT AVINA:  Thank



           16     you.



           17              JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT TRIMBLE:  Thank you.



           18              (Applause.)



           19              JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT TRIMBLE:  Hello.  I



           20     want to thank the 23rd District for all of their support



           21     and my Grandma Jackie for helping get this done.  I love



           22     you.



           23              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Thank



           24     you.  And we have another kind of special group of



           25     Legionnaires.  Actually, they're actually here from our
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            1     eligibility and they are the Past Department Gophers.  And



            2     they have a presentation.



            3              (Processional.)



            4              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  First of all,



            5     President Anita --



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Yes, sir.



            7              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  -- the Past



            8     Department Gopher Club congratulates you.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  He's getting



           11     ready for this.  Thank you for allowing us to present to



           12     Lonnie -- if you can please come up, Lonnie.



           13              (Applause.)



           14              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  We need to be



           15     patient with the crowd here.  Okay.  I'm going to save



           16     this guy for last.  And in his man cave we have some items



           17     that Peter will describe, but you will probably be needing



           18     this coming year.  You have 365 days left of this, you



           19     know.



           20              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  I'm going to do



           21     my impression of Bill Murphy.  I'm sorry.  I love you,



           22     man, but, Lonnie, this is the disguise that you need



           23     because you won't want to be recognized.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  Before I
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            1     continue, the Gophers, please stand.  RT, Thomas, Bill.



            2     Okay.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  This is an



            5     absorbing junior patch because, Madam President, he's



            6     going to be a pain in your back.  Oh, yes.  Milk of



            7     Magnesia.  And here's a little pocket calendar so you can



            8     count the number of times that she's going to say:



            9     "Honey, I need this."  "I got a run in my hose."  "I need



           10     you to run to here."  Count them up, brother.  Count them



           11     up.



           12              Oh, aspirin; you're going to need that.  Yeah, if



           13     you have any idle time on your hand, these are little



           14     pinball games.  I don't think he's going to be utilizing



           15     those.



           16              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  I didn't get a



           17     chance to use them either.



           18              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  Oh, and a yo-yo



           19     while he's sitting there waiting on your wife.  Okay.



           20     Because that's all you do is wait with patience.



           21              Last, but not least, handcuffs.  I don't know



           22     what you're going to do with these.  That's between you



           23     and Madam President.  There's a key in there, so here.



           24              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Okay.



           25              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  But, ladies,
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            1     thank you so much for allowing us as Gophers to present



            2     this to the newest PDG.



            3              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  And I'm giving



            4     you the bag also to carry, and you can use it like that.



            5              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  Go ahead.



            6              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  Lonnie, welcome



            7     to the pack.



            8              DEPARTMENT GOPHER BIGGS:  Thank you.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  One last thing.



           11     I know, Madam President, you said H.O.O.P.S. is your



           12     acronym.  What happened to the Lakers?



           13              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  The Lakers?  Look at



           14     my kids.  They like it.  They like it.



           15              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.



           16     I just want to clarify one thing.  You're not a PDG yet.



           17     You are the gopher.  You still have a whole year of work



           18     before you get that PDG title.  We wives want to clarify



           19     that before we get too far into this.  You're a DG.  DG.



           20     And if you need any help, Jim is in training again so he



           21     can help you.



           22              (Applause.)



           23              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Are



           24     you ready?  Do you have your gifts?  So I'm going to



           25     actually call out the names of the district presidents, so
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            1     if you will go over there and see Anita, she has a special



            2     gift for you.  I'm going to read them, but just come on up



            3     because I know some of them aren't here.



            4              So District 1:  Kat Conrad.  District 2:  Barbara



            5     Dailey.  District 3:  Lola Ramey.  District 4:  Lorinda



            6     Dowen.  District 5:  Wenonah Angier.  I'm sorry if I don't



            7     pronounce your name correctly.  I just got the list so I



            8     didn't get to practice.



            9              District 6:  Glenda Schultz.  District 7:  Janie



           10     Bandera.  District 8:  Tammy Manini.  District 9:



           11     Wendelin Geltz.  District 10:  Susan Peters.  District 11:



           12     Beverly Villines.  District 12:  Lisa Stuart.  District



           13     13:  Mary Hidalgo.  District 14:  Sandy Urban.  District



           14     15:  Rebecca Hester.  District 16:  Connie Biggers.



           15     District 18:  Judy Forrest.  District 19:  Tammy Sollazzo.



           16     District 20:  Kathy Goslin.  District 21:  Jennifer



           17     Bieger.  District 22:  Karen Bobren.  District 23:  Sharon



           18     Moore.  District 24:  Rebecca Stewart-Wilson.  District



           19     25:  Debbie Fletcher.  District 26:  Louann Johnston.



           20     District 27:  Vella Myers.  District 28:  Robin



           21     Falkenberg.  District 29:  Cheryl Neiffer.  And District



           22     30:  Kim Vincent.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Will



           25     the Past Department Presidents -- don't go anywhere,
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            1     Odette.  Where are you going?  Come back.  You can't go



            2     yet.



            3              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I have something for



            4     you.



            5              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  She



            6     has a present for you.  They're all running out.  We're



            7     almost done.



            8              NATIONAL POPPY CHAIRMAN TAYLOR:  Not because we



            9     wanted to, but the front desk said we had to.



           10              PARLIAMENTARIAN KAPSALIS:  Got caught again.



           11              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Okay.  Since you



           12     guys are trying to escape and got caught, I just have



           13     little gifts for you.  Because you're my Dream Girls, I'm



           14     just giving you a dream cupful of candy.  And I want to



           15     thank you all for everything you've done.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  All



           18     right.  Are there any presentations at this time?



           19              Anita, I do have a presentation; I just don't



           20     have it.  I had planned to give you my very first National



           21     President's coin, but they just aren't quite here yet, so



           22     you get the very first coin when it gets here.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  Okay.



           25              DELEGATE PATTERSON:  Afternoon, everybody.  My
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            1     name is Sandy Patterson I'm with District 28 and this is



            2     District 12 president and she would like to make a



            3     presentation.



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Okay.  This is a



            5     damnit doll.  When you think you want to climb the wall or



            6     stand up and shout, here's a little damnit doll you cannot



            7     do without.  Just grasp it firmly by the legs and find a



            8     place to slam it, and then as you whack the stuffing out,



            9     yell, "Damnit, damnit, damnit."



           10              (Applause.)



           11              PAST JUNIOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT AVINA:  So since



           12     you are a president now, from the Avina family we would



           13     like to give you this little gift for the next couple



           14     years.



           15              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Did you find my



           16     stuff somewhere?  I have this.  I have this.  I have all



           17     these things.  Has somebody been in my room?



           18              (Applause.)



           19              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I have all this



           20     stuff here.  Thank you though.  Thank you very much.  Your



           21     grandma and I have the same likes.  Thank you very much,



           22     Avina family.



           23              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  I love



           24     it.  I think Anita's family has a presentation.



           25              MS. TIARA BIGGS:  As your children, and I've
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            1     known you the longest, we would love to say



            2     congratulations.  We're proud of you.  We love you.  Her



            3     gift is in her room.  We were kind of straggling trying to



            4     come out to make sure everyone got here on time, but we



            5     love you and we are so proud of you.



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Thank you, Tiara.



            7              (Applause.)



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  And these are



            9     Nancy's two godsons, by the way.  They are adopted.



           10              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  They



           11     look just like me.  Are there any other presentations to



           12     Anita and/or to Terry at this point?



           13              Okay.  Boys, come on down.  I'm always a little



           14     scared when they come up here because I don't know what



           15     they're going to do.



           16              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  As you can see,



           17     we have a group of our Past Department Gophers that are



           18     here.  We had our annual dinner when you had the Past



           19     President's dinner, and we came up with a contribution for



           20     your special project, which was Operation Comfort.  For



           21     Operation Comfort we have $180.



           22              (Applause.)



           23              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER FERCHO:  There were eight



           24     of us for dinner and we had one prepaid, so representing



           25     of your presidency from the gopher club.
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            1              (Applause.)



            2              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Linda



            3     Fercho was most generous and shared her gopher with me, so



            4     poor Dennis had more than one year serving as gopher.  And



            5     he's been an excellent gopher.  And being he's still going



            6     to National Convention -- Lonnie, take note.  Dennis will



            7     be a gopher at National Convention not only for Linda, but



            8     for me.  Thank you, gentlemen, from the bottom of my



            9     heart.



           10              (Applause.)



           11              PAST DEPARTMENT GOPHER DuVALL:  The work is never



           12     done.  Does this purse make my hips look big?



           13              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  On



           14     that note, those of you who went to the banquet and



           15     enjoyed the entertainment, you saw who a lot of the



           16     entertainment was was Gophers.



           17              Did you take note, Lonnie?



           18              NATIONAL DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BROWN-PARK:  I



           19     think they're really welcoming him, don't you?  Boy, oh,



           20     boy.  How did this get started?  That's what I want to



           21     know.



           22              Okay.  Anita.



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I want to thank -- I



           24     did thank the Color Guard individually, but I want to give



           25     their names.  I think they're just fantastic.  Our
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            1     co-captain is on the stage -- I mean, our captain, rather,



            2     is Sharon Moore.



            3              (Applause.)



            4              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Bertha Edmondson.



            5              (Applause.)



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Taadhimeka Stovall.



            7              (Applause.)



            8              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Arnay Monroe.



            9              (Applause.)



           10              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Shirley Jones.



           11              (Applause.)



           12              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Did she leave?  And



           13     I want to give special thanks to Bernice Hardy who has



           14     helped me so much and extended all graciousness and



           15     hospitality and let me use her house to put her bags and



           16     stuff together.  So I want to give her a big, big thank



           17     you.



           18              (Applause.)



           19              COLOR GUARD STOVALL:  Anita, I know you're going



           20     to be busy, so I want to give a gift to you.  I will have



           21     my housekeeper come to you because I know you're not going



           22     to have time.



           23              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Whoo-whoo.



           24              (Applause.)



           25              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  Okay.  Thank you,
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            1     Taadhimeka.



            2              At this time I would like the Sergeant-at-Arms or



            3     Marshal to please bring Junior Past President Terry



            4     Mikesell to the podium.



            5              (Processional.)



            6              DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT BIGGS:  I told her I'm going



            7     to curl her hair.  I'm going to curl it.  Thank you for



            8     all the help you gave me this year.  And it's been a true



            9     eye-opening experience, and I won't say any more.



           10              At this time I will return the gavel to our



           11     Junior Past President to close her convention.



           12              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank



           13     you.  To start with, will the Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal



           14     please escort to the station Christopher Affolter from the



           15     Sons of the American Legion and a couple of Comrades for a



           16     special presentation.



           17              (Processional.)



           18              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  I am very excited



           19     to be able to address you today.  I love the Auxiliary.



           20     The Auxiliary has supported the Sons of the American



           21     Legion as our mothers for many, many years.



           22              Today is a very special day that we're able to



           23     give an award to a special lady here.  And it's important



           24     to our Detachment because she's in support of -- she



           25     supports our Detachment greatly.
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            1              And I just got to say that this is going to be --



            2     at least I hope so for you, that it's going to be



            3     important to you.  It's important for the Sons of the



            4     American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary -- oh, yeah, I



            5     understand.  I've got to compose myself.



            6              Thank you so much.  It's been a long weekend.



            7     Our convention is over.  We got through our DEC and a lot



            8     of business was done.  And I can tell you that we did one



            9     major thing this weekend that I would like to tell you is



           10     that we spent -- we had delegation funds that were left



           11     over from the convention and we spent it and gave it to



           12     the American Legion for the VA&R Foundation so that our



           13     service officers can continue to do what they're doing for



           14     our veterans.



           15              (Applause.)



           16              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  Our Detachment



           17     Executive Committee has approved a goal of mine to raise



           18     at least $10,000 for that same commission for this year,



           19     and I know that our Detachment --



           20              (Applause.)



           21              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  And I know that



           22     our Detachment will be able to do that.  And I'm asking



           23     for your support and help because I know that the



           24     Auxiliary has always been there for us and I really



           25     appreciate you.  And congratulations on our new president
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            1     and I hope to be working with you very closely this year



            2     so that we can strive for your goals as well as ours.



            3              And Junior Past Terry, thank you so much for



            4     putting up with me and allowing me to come over here since



            5     I missed I think, what, three appointments.  And we've



            6     been very busy, but it's an honor to be here with you



            7     today.  So I would like to turn this over if I can for the



            8     award.



            9              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Do



           10     you want to have the Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal escort



           11     you?



           12              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  He's already up



           13     here.  I'm going to introduce Tim Delgado, Past National



           14     Vice Commander of the West to be able to give this award



           15     today.  He's my Public Relations Chairman.



           16              (Applause.)



           17              PAST NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER DELGADO:  Good



           18     afternoon, ladies.  It's been a great pleasure to be here



           19     in front of you again to present our Auxiliary Member of



           20     the Year award presented by the Sons of the American



           21     Legion.  And this year's recipient is Lisa Stuart from



           22     Post 872.



           23              (Applause.)



           24              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  In recognition of



           25     your outstanding leadership and service to the principles
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            1     of the Sons of the American Legion and for your efforts on



            2     behalf of the American Legion Family given by the Sons of



            3     the American Legion June 2013.



            4              (Applause.)



            5              DISTRICT 12 PRESIDENT STUART:  This is really



            6     nice.  Sometimes it pays off to do your husband's reports.



            7     Thank you.



            8              (Applause.)



            9              DETACHMENT COMMANDER AFFOLTER:  Yes, that's it.



           10     Thank you very much.



           11              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank



           12     you.  Sergeant-at-Arms and Marshal, please escort our



           13     guests from the room.



           14              (Processional.)



           15              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:



           16     Before I proceed to the closing of this convention, allow



           17     me to say a few words.  First of all, sincere



           18     congratulations to all of you who were just installed.



           19              We have come to the close of another year filled



           20     with great feats and magic, overcoming of so many high



           21     hurdles of personalities, age, and creative fundraising



           22     with all of you as participants adding another memorable



           23     chapter to the history of our organization.  We have



           24     continued our missions and visions for our veterans, our



           25     families, our children, and youth and communities with our
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            1     dedicated service exemplifying our motto:  Veterans, Our



            2     Biggest Treasure.



            3              Thanks to you all for the great honor and



            4     privilege of having served you as our Department



            5     President.  I will treasure all the friendships and



            6     goodness you have given me.



            7              Is there any further business to come before this



            8     convention?



            9              (No response.)



           10              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Thank



           11     you, ladies.  If not, Chaplain Marge Rye will offer



           12     prayer.



           13



           14                         CLOSING INVOCATION



           15



           16              CHAPLAIN RYE:  Bow your heads and uncover.  Oh,



           17     gracious and loving God, we thank you for having come to



           18     us and being with us throughout this year, giving us your



           19     love and your guidance.



           20              We ask you to take that same love and guidance



           21     and distribute it to the new regime who will be taking



           22     over.  Thank you for all of the blessings you have given



           23     us.  And we ask that you protect our troops, their



           24     families, and all those who are in harm's way.



           25              Thank you also for President Terry for her year
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            1     of wonderful, wonderful service and all of her officers



            2     and chairmen who have helped serve this organization



            3     throughout the year.  We praise you and thank you and we



            4     ask for your guidance always and your presence is always



            5     here, as we know it.



            6              We ask that you take us all home safely as we



            7     leave this convention.  We praise your holy name, amen.



            8



            9                            ADJOURNMENT



           10



           11              JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT MIKESELL:  Until



           12     we meet again, let us remember that our obligation to our



           13     country can only be fulfilled by the faithful performance



           14     of all duties of citizenship.  Let service to the



           15     community, state, and nation be our main objective in the



           16     American Legion Auxiliary and its members.  Let us be able



           17     to watch over the organization and ourselves, that nothing



           18     shall swerve us from the path of justice, freedom,



           19     democracy, and loyalty.



           20              The Color Bearers will retire the Colors of



           21     District 2.  You know, I'm not a crier.  I usually get



           22     pissed, but I don't cry.  Sorry.  The Color Bearers will



           23     retire the Colors of District 2 and Shasta Unit 197.



           24              My Sergeant-at-Arms, with the Distinguished Guest



           25     Chairman, will retire this Junior Past President.  When I
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            1     reach the back of this room, this 94th convention of the



            2     American Legion Auxiliary California will be adjourned.



            3              (Processional.)



            4              (The American Legion Auxiliary Convention



            5              was adjourned at 1:36 p.m.)



            6
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            1     STATE OF CALIFORNIA     )

                                          )  ss.

            2     COUNTY OF STANISLAUS    )



            3



            4



            5              I, Karen A. Andasola, a Certified Shorthand



            6     Reporter in the State of California, holding Certificate



            7     Number 10919, do hereby certify that the American Legion



            8     Auxiliary - Department of California 94th Annual



            9     Convention was taken Sunday, June 30, 2013, at the time



           10     and place set forth on the first page hereof.



           11              That upon the taking of the meeting, the words of



           12     the American Legion Auxiliary - Department of California



           13     94th Annual Convention members were written down by me in



           14     stenotypy and thereafter transcribed by computer under my



           15     supervision; that the foregoing is a true and correct



           16     transcript of the oratory given by the American Legion



           17     Auxiliary - Department of California 94th Annual



           18     Convention members.



           19              I further certify that I am neither counsel for



           20     nor in any way related to any party to said meeting, nor



           21     in any way interested in the result or outcome thereof.



           22              Dated this 11th day of July, 2013, at Modesto,



           23     California.



           24                                            _______________

                                     Karen A. Andasola, CSR No. 10919

           25
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